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Dedicated to those valiant airmen who
gave their lives in service to their country,
connecting the British Empire by air

London—Cape Town

On Wednesday, Jan. 20, the first load of mails left Croydon far

Cape Town and intermediate stations by Imperial Airways service.

Our two maps show the route which will be followed, the stages for
each day and the types of aircraft used on each section
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STUART ROSSITER TRUST FUND

Registered Charity England & Wales Number 292076

A Charitable Trust supporting research and publication relating to the
history of communication through postal systems of the world.

The story of how people have communicated with one another through the ages and across all the
countries in the world is fundamental to a greater understanding of all types of history, particularly
economic and social history.

Political and military history often affected the way in which postal systems were set up and the
reasons for which they were set up. Speed in communicating information of all types was critical for
business and commerce, and important for family purposes. The importance of post offices developing
and controlling telegraph and telephone systems is often overlooked, yet these services affected and
changed the nature of and need for postal communications.

While postal history is concerned with the role of postal services to carry written or printed messages
through the post, the study of the subject involves far more than just a study of stamps and postmarks,
which while important, are merely part of the mechanics that helped the postal systems to work. Thus it
is important to recognise that postal history contemplates a period well before the issue of the Penny
Black in 1840 and a period up to today’s date.

The means by which mail was carried from one place to another, the cost of transmission of letters,
the difficulties faced en route in wartime or by shipwreck, or in developing or as yet unexplored countries
in past centuries or in times of pestilence, are all vital parts of the jigsaw of human life and actvity which
is worthy of study. Indeed, changes in the British postal system currently contemplated because of
regulation within the European Community will be the subject of study in the future. The impact of
computer-driven communication on postal systems will probably be as profound as the reforms and
development of postal systems which took place in the nineteenth century, particularly in 1840 and 1875.

Stuart Rossiter was a leading postal historian of his day, and wanted by the setting up of this charity
with the money from his estate, research to be devoted as much to the rapidly changing affairs of
contemporary times as to those of the past. Stuart was a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society; Chief
Editor of the Blue Guides, as well as writing for example the classical Blue Guide to Greece; and was
Editor of The London Philatelist. All these things brought together an interest in research and the
publication of the useful results of such research.

The Trust intends to support research and publication projects by grant from 2004. Persons wishing
to engage on a project within the objects of the Charity, and who need the financial support that the
Charity can give to approved projects and who would benefit from the experience of the Trustees in
helping people to get scripts fit for publication to an academic standard with the help of referees, should
get in touch with the Corresponding Trustee, whose name and address is below, so that more details can
be given.

The Charity can help with the costs of research, such as photocopying from archives distant to the
researcher, as well as publication costs. Applicants can be students seeking a higher degree at University,
amateurs or professionals - provided the research is original, is approved and likely to lead to publication
for the benefit of a wider public and adds to the stock of publicly available material. The Charity cannot
support collecting but recognises that collections may have material, information and research resources
that need to be recorded in support of the objects of the Charity.

The Charity can help persons of any nationality, wherever they live and whatever the subject,
provided that subject is within the objects set out in the Charity’s governing documents.

Persons who wish to support Stuart Rossiter’s objectives financially by making a charitable gift or
legacy of any amount should communicate with the Corresponding Trustee.

The Trustees are: Robert Johnson (Corresponding Trustee), 65 Manor Park, Redland, Bristol
BS6 7HW, UK; Mrs. Sue Hopson and David R. Beech.
The Trust’s website: www.rossitertrust.com gives more information about the Trust and its publications.




Books published by the Trust Fund : 1995-2002
Postage and packing charges in £, sterling: A: UK 1% class. B: Europe printed paper.
C: Zone 1 printed paper by air. D: Zone 2 printed paper by air. E: World surface.
All books unless stated are A4 softbound with colour cover.

Author Title Published Price
Osborn, Geoffrey GM  Nawal Officer’s Letters 1995 £15.00
Detailed study of 133 pages from author’s naval collection, meticulously researched as to who, to whom, what,
when and how. A:3.41;B: 3.81;C: 7.09; D: 7.73; E: 3.90
Phipps, John The Stamps & Posts of Albania & Epirus 1966 £25.00

235 pages, illustrated with maps. A detailed study of the subject resulting in the formation of a Study Circle.
A: 4.84; B: 5.61; C: 11.21; D: 12.31; E: 5.30

Firebrace, John Nineteenth Century Wars in Egypt & the Sudan 1997 £40.00
Joint publication with Cavendish Auctions. 217 pages, illustrated with maps. Detailed accounts from award-winning
collection with introductory chapters. A: 4.84; B: 5.05; C: 9.95; D: 10.91; E: 4..90

Jay, Barrie Early Forces Mail 1997 £20.00
1995 SRT Memorial Lecture subject. 57 pages, illustrated with 5 pages in colour. Accounts of 17th and 18tk century
wars in Europe from letters written by those who were there. A:198; B: 2.69; C: 4.73; D: 5.11; E2.50

Presgrave, A.D. The Travelling Post Offices of South Australia 1998 £25.00
131 pages, illustrated with maps. The story of the inception of mail by train in South Australia with the associated
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Communications through County Kildare before 1860
180 pages, illustrated, with maps. An in-depth study of the social and postal history of County Kildare in Ireland.
A:3.70; B: 4.14; C: 8.51; D:9.31; E: 4.10

Lang, Derek British India Postal Stationery (Crown quarto) 1998 £25.00
220 pages, illustrated. A study of the ¢ omplicated subject of British India postal stationery.
A:3.41;B:4.17; C: 7.97; D: 8.71; E: 3.90

Feldman, Hugh Receiving Houese of London 1998 £65.00
(2 hardback vols.in slipcase) Joint publication with Postal History Society. llustrated, with maps. Monumental Study
of the London Receiving Houses. Rowland Hill award 1999. 7SS London 2000 Gold medal.

Heavy books, request a quote for postage

Goodwyn, Charles Royal Reform 1999 £35.00

As reflected in the Royal Philatelic Collection
1999 SRT Lecture subject. 120 pages, illustrated with 24 colour plates. The Treasury essays, Mulready envelopes etc.
leding to the world’s first postage stamp. A:3.01;B:3.77;C:7.07.D: 7.71; E: 3.50

Mark, Graham GB censorship in World War I : 1914-1919 2000 £25.00
290 pages, illusrtated. Detailed study of censorship covering every aspect any enthusiast would wish to know about.
A: 4.84; B: 5.85; C: 11.75, D: 12.91; E: 5.70




Ward, D. (Malta Study Circle) The Air Mails of Malta 2000 £7.50
Third version of MSC Study paper No.29 in 44 illustrated pages. A: 1.46; B: 2.13; C:3.47; D: 3.71; E: 1.90

Bofarull, Salvador Mail by Pigeon through History 2001 £25.00
A:3.70: B: 441: C: 8.51; D: 9.31; E: 4.10

Tett, David A Postal History of the Prisoners of War and Civilian Internees in East Asia
387 pages during the Second World War. Volume 1 : Singapore & Malaya 1942-1945
Hardbound The Changi Connection 2002 £35.00

A:7.39; B: 8.35; C: 16.86; D: 18.91; E: 8.10
[Available from the author at: PO Box 34, Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire AL4 8LN.]

The Rossiter Trust Postal History Journals

Rossiter Postal History Journal No.1 2000 £15.00

Tlustrated articles from Brian Asquith on Airmails to China; Geoff Lovejoy’s study of the Factory Inspectorate in
England; Phil Kenton detailing the mails carried on the Panama railway and Cornelis Muys on Westphalia and the
Grand Duchy of Berg. A:3.01; B: 3.45; C: 6.35; D: 6.91: E: 3.30

Rossiter Postal History Jounral No.2 2001 £10.00
Tlustrated articles from Rod Moreton on the Victoria Goldfields; Ian Baillie detailing the development of Registered
mail in pre-Soviet Russia and Hans Smith on early mail from Constantinople.

A:3.01; B: 3.61; C: 6.71; D: 7.31: E: 3.50

Rossiter Postal History Journal No.3 2002 £10.00

Tlustrated articles from Brian McCloy on the Railways of Finland; Geoff Oxley on Cross channel & North sea mails

1793-1815 and Richard Stroud and the impact of the first six months of the Boer War on the Orange Free State.
A:2.50; B: 3.13; C: 5.63; D: 6.11; E: 2.90

All Rossiter Trust publications are available from: R.I. Johnson, 65 Manor Park, Bristol BS6 7HW, UK.
Vera Trinder, 38 Bedford Street, London WC2E 9EU, UK;
Leonard Hartmann, PO Box 36006, Louisville, Kentucky 40233, USA; or the
Trust’s representative for Australasia: Allan P. Berry, 238 Waikiekie Road, Thames, New Zealand.

Visit the Trust’s website at: www.rossitertrust.com and find out more about the Trust and its activities
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Kendall C. Sanford

The author is retired from the Airline Industry after forty years, and has been an aerophilatelist
for most of that time. He has specialized in the crash mails of Pan American World Airways and
Imperial Airways for over twenty five years. His collections in these two areas have won gold
medals in national level exhibitions with international participation, in the USA, Great Britain
and Switzerland.

He is a Past President of the American Air Mail Society and has served as a member of that
Society’s Board of Directors for over fifteen years. The author has been a member of the British
Aerophilatelic Federation (BAeF)(formerly the British Air Mail Society and the Aerophilatelic
Club, London) for over forty years. He has given displays of his Pan American and Imperial
Airways crash mail collections to all the Regional Groups of the BAeF, as well as aerophilatelic
societies in many other countries. He also served on the Board of Directors of the International
Federation of Aerophilatelic Societies (FISA) for many years. Ken is a member of all the
aerophilatelic societies in English speaking countries.

The author is also a member of the Wreck & Crash Mail Society, and serves as the Associate
Editor of that Society’s Air Crash Study Group. After retiring from the International Air
Transport Association (IATA) in 1997, he has continued to live in Geneva, Switzerland with his
wife Gloria. Since retiring from IATA, Ken has spent a good part of his time doing research for
this book.
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AIR CRASH MAIL OF IMPERIAL AIRWAYS & PREDECESSOR AIRLINES
INTRODUCTION

Imperial Airways was Britain's first international airline. It was formed by the British Government in
1923 as Imperial Air Transport Company. This was an amalgamation of four independent airline
companies, Handley Page Transport, The Instone Air Line Ltd., Daimler Airway and British Marine Air
Navigation Co. Ltd. The new airline’s name was changed to Imperial Airways on 1 April 1924, Its first
service, to Paris, began on 26 April 1924. The new airline had a total of fifteen aircraft. Actually, the first
cross channel services were operated by Aircraft Transport and Travel Ltd. (AT & T), which was formed
in 1918. AT & T went into liquidation in December 1921, and the assets acquired by the Daimler Airway.
The known crashes of the predecessor airlines have been included.

Also included are the known crashes of Indian Trans-Continental Airways (ITCA), which was jointly
owned by Imperial Airways and the Indian Government, with 51% by Imperial and 49% by the
Government. ITCA’s aircraft were leased from Imperial Airways.

Imperial Airways carried air mail, passengers and cargo between Britain and its major colonies.
Imperial was an important pioneer in the development of international air mail services. It operated many
different aircraft types to many countries, some with severe climatic and weather conditions. Mr. L.A.
Wyndham, in his book “The Airposts of South Africa”, published in 1936, graphically describe the
problems encountered by Imperial Airways in Africa, as follows:

“The problems confronting this project [the start of airline services in Africa)] were enormous.
Apart from the efficient ground organization, wireless and meteorological services necessary,
the physical features of the African Continent provided almost every conceivable type of
obstacle to the operation of aircraft-desert, swamp, jungle and mountain; while the
atmospheric and climatic phenomena associated with such physical features—dust storms,
dense fogs, tropical thunderstorms and gales, excessive heat, aridity, etc. —all gave rise to
particular problems that had to be solved before the “Dark Continent” surrendered to
complete aerial conquest twelve years after its first aerial survey.”

Therefore, Imperial Airways had its share of crashes. Many of the crashes were of flying boats. Thus
much of the damage to the mail was caused by water rather than fire and other crash damage.

The difficulties of flying in Africa are made clear by Harry Klein in his classic book on the
development of aviation in South Africa, “Winged Courier”:

“Mainly by reason of inherent climatic difficulties the Africa route did not as readily submit
to conquest as did other world routes. The variations of temperature between ground level
and the upper air imposed severe strain on the engines then available, and flying conditions in
Central Africa were peculiarly liable to violent storms and atmospheric upheavals. Ground
services were primitive, mostly non-existent, and the threat of death and disaster that faced
aviators in the event of a forced landing in the dense tropical forests and immense stretches
of bush country, which afforded no natural landing grounds, presented a strong psychological
hazard.”




AIR CRASH MAIL OF IMPERIAL AIRWAYS & PREDECESSOR AIRLINES

References to cachet varieties and post office explanations are from “Courrier Récupéré/Recovered
Mail” by Henri Nierinck *. However, some of the cachets, labels and other postal markings are unlisted by
Nierinck. The numbering is based upon this standard reference for airline crashes, and whenever the
incident has been listed in that book, the Nierinck numbers are shown in parenthesis. The first two digits
represent the year, the next two digits are the month, and the last two digits are the day, e.g. 190922 is the
22" of September 1919. All known crashes and interruptions have been included, even though no surviving
mail is known. It is always possible that a collector will be able to identify a cover from such a crash or
interruption. If anyone finds additional cachet varieties or markings, or covers which could possibly be from
crashes and interruptions where mail was not previously known, they are asked to send clear photocopies or
computer scans to the author. No mail is known or has been recorded from the crashes for the period from
1919 to 1929. This is primarily because of the fact that the post offices in Great Britain and Europe seldom
applied special markings to damaged covers.

A number of incidents involving crashes or damage to Imperial Airways aircraft, have been omitted from
this book. These are ones where the aircraft was not being operated in scheduled service, or the aircraft was
being refueled or was caught in a storm at its moorings and had no passengers or mail onboard. Some
examples are:

261214 — Imperial Airways — Supermarine Sea Eagle — G-EBGS — Guernsey Harbor, Great
Britain

The aircraft was moored in the harbour, a gale came up, the aircraft was struck by a ship and sunk.
There were no crew members or mail on board.

311205 — Imperial Airways — “City of Karachi” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-AARY —
Dodoma, Tanganyika

Imperial operated an experimental flight from Great Britain to South Africa, prior to the regular
service in January 1932. The flight had to make a forced landing at Dodoma due to bad weather. The
Captain was H. W. C. Alger and Mr. H.G. Brackley, Air Superintendent of Imperial, was a Copilot and
passenger. The flight reached Cape Town on the 21* of December. Some souvenir covers were being
carried. This could not be verified and according to Peter Wingent, the “City of Karachi” was not
there on that date.

320818 — Imperial Airways — “Helena” — Handley Page HP 42 Heracles Class — G-AAXF — Le
Bourget Airport, Paris, France

The aircraft caught fire on landing. This was a ferry (positioning) flight.

390619 (Nierinck 390619) — Imperial Airways — “Connemara” — Short S.30 ‘C’ Class — G-AFCW
— Hythe, Great Britain

The aircraft caught fire when being refueled from a barge. Five people escaped and one was trapped.
Within half an hour, the flying boat was burnt out and sank. The aircraft was being refueled and
therefore was not on a scheduled flight.

400106 — Imperial Airways — “Ettrick” Armstrong Whitworth AW27 Ensign — G-ADSX — Le
Bourget Airport, Paris, France

According to A.S. Jackson ° & A.J. Jackson ', the aircraft was strafed by the Germans and was thus
destroyed. The aircraft was parked on the tarmac and was not in scheduled service.
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WHAT IS AN AIR CRASH COVER?

What is an air crash cover? There have been conflicting definitions written by different people over
the years. Some aircraft have mishaps which result in delay or damage to the aircraft, but which cannot
really be considered a crash, and the mail they are carrying is undamaged. Other aircraft have crashes, bad
landings, fires, etc. where the mail may be damaged, but sometimes it is not. Such mail sometimes
receives special markings by postal authorities, but sometimes it does not. For the purposes of this
monograph, I have decided to closely follow the definition promulgated by the American Air Mail Society
a few years ago. It is broken down into two slightly different situations, as follows:

Crash — Incomplete flight due to aircraft accident resulting in damage to or destruction of the aircraft,
with mails (if not lost or destroyed) forwarded by other aircraft or other means (sometimes referred to as
“recovered mail” or “salvaged mail”).

Interrupted Flight — A flight which is interrupted or delayed enroute, resulting in an unscheduled or
forced landing, usually due to adverse weather conditions or an aircraft mechanical problem. Flight
continued later by the same aircraft, or to expedite mail, another aircraft.

Collectable mail from crashes or interrupted flights is that which is capable of identification by
postmark(s) and routing, physical damage, special cachets, labels or official memoranda.

Old Definition — An Air Crash or Interrupted Flight Cover is one from a flight that crashes or has a
mishap which damages the aircraft, to the extent that it cannot fly until repairs are made, or the aircraft has
an interruption, delay or diversion which causes the mail to be damaged or delayed.

Readers are requested to notify the author of any corrections, additional covers or cachet varieties, or
any other information which may be pertinent. Updates will be issued from time to time. It is also
planned to issue a CD-ROM edition of this book. If you would like to be notified of future updates, or the
availability of the CD-ROM edition, contact the author at the following address:

Kendall C. Sanford

12 Chemin des Tuilots
CH-1293 Bellevue (GE)
Switzerland

Fax +41 22 774 2472 Email: aerophil@ch.inter.net
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190922 — Handley Page Transport — Handley Page 12 — G-EAMA — Marden, South of Maidstone, Great
Britain

Captain R. H. McIntosh

The aircraft made a forced landing due to a faulty fuel pump. It was repaired and continued its flight the
next day. No mail is known.

g
Handley Page HP12 — G-EAMA Captain R. H. McIntosh

191030 — Aircraft Transport and Travel Ltd. — De Havilland DH.4A — (G-EAHG) — English Channel —
Paris-London route

Captain Jerry Shaw

The pilot left Paris with one passenger on a day of poor visibility. He lost all sense of direction over the
Channel, the petrol was running low and there was still no sight of the English coast. He climbed into the
clouds, hoping to get above them. However, he stalled and spun down through the clouds, levelled out
over the water and alighted smoothly. He was able to rescue his passenger and the mail bag, which were
hoisted aboard a ship, the “Harlech”, which was nearby.

No covers are known in collectors’ hands.

De Havilland DH4A




200217 — Handley Page Transport — Bristol F.2B — H1019 — Waddon, Surrey, Great Britain

Captain E. F. Jones

The aircraft took off from the Waddon Aerodrome and, at about 100 feet, it commenced turning to the
left. After completing a turn of about 270 degrees, the nose dropped and the machine dived almost
vertically to the ground, and was wrecked. The pilot and the passenger, a Mr. R.W. Badger, were both

injured.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

= 9

VBristol F.2B Puma — Sae {ype as H16_19

200816 — Air Transport & Travel Ltd. — De Havilland DH.18 — G-EARI — Croydon Aerodrome, Great
Britain — London-Paris route

Captain Cy Holmes
When taking off, an engine failed and the aircraft crashed into a Croydon garden. The aircraft fell

sideways and the door jammed, but the passengers escaped through the roof. It is not known if the
aircraft was carrying mail, and no covers are known in collectors’ hands.

2




200822 — Air Transport & Travel Ltd. — G-EAJD — De Havilland DH.4A — Eltham, Great Britain
Pilot unknown

Proud * reported a crash near Eltham, and mail was recovered. No other details are available.

De Havilland DH.4A

201005 — Handley Page Transport — Handley Page 12 — G-EALX — Pere Lachaise Cemetary, France —
London-Paris route

Captain Stanley Gordon McNaught-Davies

A _photo of the crashed aircraft is shown in “Pictorial History of BOAC and Imperial Airways” 3. The
crash was caused by engine failure when taking off.

No mail is known.

Handley Page 12




201214 — Handley Page Transport — Handley Page 12 — G-EAMA — Golders Green, London, Great
Britain — London-Paris route

Captain Robert Bager & Mechanic J. H. Williams

The aircraft had just taken off from the Cricklewood Aerodrome enroute to Paris. The weather was rather
misty and the machine was observed to be flying very low. It crashed into a tree, came into contact with
the back wall of a house, and fell in flames in the back garden. The pilot, mechanic and two passengers
were killed. The remaining four passengers jumped clear of the aircraft just before it reached the ground.

The Times of 15 December, reported that the flight was carrying mail, but no mail is known in collectors’
hands.

Handley Page 12 - G-EAMA

210400 — Handley Page Transport — De Havilland DH.4A — G-EAVL — Location unknown

Pilot unknown

The aircraft crashed, but no other details are available and no mail is known

De Havilland DH.4A — G-EAVL




210513 — Instone Air Line — ”City of Paris” — De Havilland DH.18 — G-EAUF — Argueil, France — Paris-
London route

Captain H. W. Chataway

The pilot was attempting to make a forced landing and the aircraft ended up on its back, completely
wrecked near the edge of a large field 1.5km north of Argueil. It had been well guarded by the French
and it had not been interfered with. Marks on the ground and the nature of the country indicate that the
pilot stalled the machine in attempting to land across a sunken road with insufficient flying speed. The
pilot stated that his left wing dropped and he could not get it up again. From marks on the ground, the
wing had apparently not touched the ground until the undercarriage collapsed, after which the machine
turned over onto its back. The flight was carrying eight passengers, cargo and mail, but no mail is known
in collectors’ hands.
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De Havilland DH.18 — "City of Paris”

210818 — Instone Air Line Ltd. — “City of Newcastle” — B.A.T. FK26 — G-EAPK — Le Bourget Airport,
Paris, France

Captain H. W. Chattaway

The pilot landed the aircraft across the wind and on touching the ground it drifted sideways. After
running for about 30 yards, the undercarriage collapsed throwing the machine onto its nose. The fuselage
and lower planes were damaged but the pilot and four passengers escaped injury. An item in “The
Aeroplane” of 31 August 1921 mentioned that there was no dismay at Instone Airlines over the crash, as
the machine had for some time, been in urgent need of retirement. No mail is known.




211021 — Handley Page Transport — “Newcastle” — Handley Page W.8 — G-EAPJ — Croydon Aerodrome
— London-Paris route

Captain H. H. Perry
The aircraft was the first flight by Handley Page Transport from Croydon Airport. After veering sharply
to the left in a strong south-easterly wind, the aircraft was forced down in a field near Purley. After this

false start, it managed to take off again and the seven passengers arrived safely in Paris.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

23. The original Handley Page W.8 of 1919, G-EAPJ.

Captain H.H. Perry - 211021

211109 — Handley Page Transport — Handley Page 0/10 — G-EATH — Mersham, Kent, Great Britain —
Paris-London route

Captain R. H. McIntosh & Mechanic Mr. Prendergast

The flight left Paris Le Bourget aerodrome at 1100 hours and passed over Lympne Aerodrome about 272
hours later, flying at a low altitude. Shortly afterwards, the port engine gear case and propeller tore off,
and the aircraft went into a steep left hand turn. After regaining control, the pilot selected a large field in
which to land, but in turning to avoid a wire fence, which he had not seen until the last moment, the
starboard undercarriage and bottom wing struck the ground and were broken. None of the occupants
were injured.

No mail is known in the hands of collectors.




211230 — Handley Page Transport — Handley Page 0/400 — G-EATM — Berck Plage, France — Paris-
London route

Captain A. S. Wilcockson

The pilot took off from Le Bourget at 11:20 a.m., and was assured by the French meteorological office
that the wind on the route nowhere exceeded 15 mph. When near Berck, one of the engines suffered from
overheating, so he made a forced landing on the beach to rectify the matter. Another pilot, flying in
another 0/400, decided to land alongside to render assistance. When he was within a few feet of the
ground, he saw that the other aircraft had blown right over onto one wing-tip, and then onto the other one,
which was smashed. So he opened up both engines and went up again, and continued on to Croydon.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

Handley Page 0/400

220114 — Handley Page Transport — Handley Page 0/10 — G-EATN — Senlis, near Le Bourget Airport,
France

Captain R. H. McIntosh & Wireless Operator S. A. Freddy Dismore

Enroute from London to Paris, the pilot encountered fog and he landed at Beauvais Aerodrome, forty
miles north of Paris. The pilot phoned Le Bourget and was advised that the weather had improved
slightly, so he decided to take off and proceed to Paris. When letting down through the fog, the aircraft
hit the ground, bounced, and touched again, bounced along for a hundred yards and then came to rest
almost vertically on its nose. The two passengers were flung against the forward bulkhead, relatively
unhurt. Mr. Dismore, despite three cracked ribs, managed to extricate Captain McIntosh, who had
fractured most of the metatarsal bones of both feet and had a torn ligament in one knee.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.




220407 — Daimler Airway — De Havilland DH.18A — G-EAWO — Thieuloy-St. Antoine, France — Paris-
London route

Captain Robin E. Duke & Steward Hesterman

The aircraft took off from Croydon Aerodrome, enroute to Paris. The same morning, a Farman Goliath of
Grands Express Aeriens, left from Le Bourget, Paris. The two aircraft collided head-on over Thieuloy-St.
Antoine, eighteen miles north of Beauvais. Both pilots had been following a railway line to find their
way, as the clouds were low and visibility was poor. The pilots and all the passengers of both aircraft
were killed. This was the first commercial mid-air collision. Mr. Hesterman was one of the world’s first
airline stewards. The accident highlighted the need for proper organization of the cross-Channel routes,
and at Croydon, all the pilots held an emergency meeting to discuss this at the Handley Page Office.

No mail is known in the hands of collectors.

220511 — Instone Air Line — De Havilland DH.34 — probably G-EBBR “City of Glasgow” — Croydon
Aerodrome, Great Britain — Paris-London route

Captain G. Bradley
The pilot made a good landing, but immediately after he touched the ground, one wheel came off and the
aircraft immediately stood on its nose. The aircraft suffered slight damage. The pilot was not hurt, and

there were no passengers on board.

No mail is known.

De Havilland DH.34 - “City of Glasgow”

TN




220523 — Daimler Airway — De Havilland DH.34 — G-EBBQ — Croydon Aerodrome, Great Britain —
Paris-London route

Captain A. L. “Scruffy” Robinson

On landing at Croydon, the aircraft collided with another Daimler DH.34 — G-EBBU, which was landing
after a pilot training flight. BU was badly damaged. No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

De Havilland DH.34

220610 (Nierinck 220610) — Instone Air Line Ltd. — Westland Limousine II — G-EARF — Nieuwerkerken,
Belgium, London-Brussels route

Captain E. F. Jones

The aircraft left London at 5:30 p.m. with three passengers onboard, and it crashed at Nieuwerkerken. No
other details available and no mail is known

Wéétland Limousine II




220623 — Instone Air Line Ltd. — “City of Antwerp” — Vickers Type 61 Vulcan — G-EBBL — Tonbridge,
Kent, Great Britain — Brussels-London route

Captain R. E. Keys

When over Tonbridge at an altitude of about 2,000 feet, the engine suddenly and completely failed. In
attempting a forced landing, the pilot overshot the field he had selected and the aircraft ran into a line of
trees. The machine was considerably damaged, but the pilot was uninjured.

No mail is known in the hands of collectors.

220812 — Instone Air Line Ltd. — “City of Antwerp” — Vickers Type 61 Vulcan — G-EBBL —
Woldingham, Surrey, Great Britain — Brussels-London route

Pilot Mr. G. Bradley

The aircraft, with five passengers, was flying near the ground in very bad weather, when the engine
abruptly ceased to fire. The pilot immediately turned back towards the Woldingham Golf Links, but was
obliged to land in an adjoining field. The aircraft struck a hedge and was badly damaged. None of the
occupants were injured.

No mail is known.

Vickers Type 61 Vulcan — “City of Antwerp”

TONE Al

51, LEADENHALL §TREET, E.C., an
LONDON TERMINAL AERODROME, CROYDON, Telephone: Avenue 3616,
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221103 — Daimler Airway — De Havilland DH 34 — G-EBBU — Harrow, Great Britain — Manchester-
Croydon route

Captain H. S. Roberson & Co-pilot H. W. Owen

Flying in thick fog northwest of London, and after circling around for some time trying to find Stag Lane
or Hendon, the pilot attempted to land somewhere. As he was about to touch down, he saw some high
trees ahead and swung the aircraft around to avoid head-on collision. The starboard wings struck a tree
and the aircraft was wrecked. There were eight passengers onboard, none of whom were injured.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

De Havnlland DH 34 - G- EBBU

230217 — Instone Air Line Ltd. — “City of Glasgow” — De Havilland DH.34 — G-EBBR — Whyteleafe,
Surrey, Great Britain

Captain Charles F. Wolley Dod

Heavy rain was falling and the hills were enveloped in thick mist. The pilot decided to land and brought
the aircraft down onto a sloping field; it ran across the field and hit a tree. The propeller and aircraft nose
were smashed, but the pilot and his three German passengers escaped injury. No mail is known in
collectors’ hands.

De Havilland DH.34 “City of Glasgow”

Captam Charles F. Wolley
Dod




230317 (Nierinck 230317) — Daimler Airway — De Havilland DH 34 (registration unknown) — Berck 23
Plage, France — Great Britain—France route

C:
Pilot unknown
Henri Nierinck * reported that mail was recovered from the crash of a British plane and was embarked on al
a French plane. This mail bore no special cachet and it arrived at Paris the same day. No other T
information is available.

N
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De Havilland DH 34
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230710 — Handley Page Transport — “Duchess of York” (previously named “Newcastle” - see 211021) — .
Handley Page W.8 — G-EAPJ — Poix, France — London-Paris route Pi
Captain A. S. Wilcockson & Flight Engineer A. P. Hunt 'lr]

a

Near Poix, a leaking fuel tank starved the port engine of fuel, necessitating a quick downwind forced
landing. The aircraft fell into a sunken road. It was a complete write-off, the fuselage being broken in the N
middle. None of the passengers were injured and Wilcockson and Hunt were only slightly hurt.

7. The end of the original Flandley Page W.8 G-EAP] (Caprain Wilcockson and Flight Engincer
A. P. Hunt).

Handley Page W.8 “Duchess of York” — G-EAPJ
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230827 — Daimler Airway — De Havilland DH.34 — G-EBBQ — near Rotterdam, Netherlands
Captain G. E. Pratt

The pilot attempted to take off out of wind, which caused the aeroplane to swing badly on the ground, and
althought he engine was throttled down again, the machine failed to pull up before running into a hedge.
The aircraft was badly damaged but the pilot and his three passengers escaped injury.

No mail is known.
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De Havilland DH.34 — G-EBBQ

230914 (Nierinck 230914) — Daimler Airway — De Havilland DH.34 — G-EBBS — Ivinghoe,
Buckinghamshire, Great Britain — London-Manchester route

Pilots G. E. Pratt & A. L. “Scruffy” Robinson

The aircraft had departed from Croydon and encountered a heavy rainstorm. Whilst attempting a forced
landing in a field, the aircraft stalled and crashed. The pilots and three passengers were killed.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

e

LONDON=MANCHESTER PAISENCER PLANE CRASH
AT IVINGHOF . BUCKS - SEPT 1471928

De Havilland DH.34 — G-EBBS
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231130 — British Marine Air Navigation Co. — Supermarine Sea Eagle — G-EBFK — Southampton, Great
Britain

Captain F. J. Bailey & Mechanic Mr. Brown

While flying at a very low height in dead calm and slight surface misty weather, the aircraft struck the
water, breaking the fore part of the hull. The accident appeared to be either due to the misjudgement of
height owing to the glassy sea, or to the pilot being struck on the head by a bird. The pilot and mechanic,

who were the only occupants, were slightly injured.

No mail is known

Supermarine Sea Eagle

231205 — Daimler Airway — De Havilland DH.34 — G-EBBX — near Ostend, Belgium — London-
Amsterdam route

Captain A. L. “Scruffy” Robinson

On arrival in the area of the Amsterdam Airport, the pilot found the Airport and all of Holland
enshrouded in fog. Although he was right over the Airport, he couldn’t see it. He then proceeded down
the Belgian Coast and landed on the shore near Ostend in two feet of water. The aircraft turned over and
Captain Robinson was released by the navigator.

There was some delay in handling the mail over to the Belgian Postal Authorities, because at periods of
high tide, the machine was partly under water. The mail was handed over at 1415 the next day. No mail
is known in collectors’ hands
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De Havilland DH.34
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Handley Page Transport, The Instone Air Line Ltd., Daimler Airway and British Marine Air
Navigation Co. Ltd. were amalgamated into a new airline — Imperial Airways on 1 April 1924. Its
first service, to Paris, began on 26 April 1924
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240527 (Nierinck 240525) — Imperial Airways — “City of Glasgow” — De Havilland DH-34 — G-EBBR —
Ostend, Belgium — Cologne-London route

Captain A. L. “Scruffy” Robinson

After takeoff from Ostend, the aircraft was too low, became caught on a fence and crashed into a
cemetery. The pilot was able to jump clear of the aircraft, which was completely destroyed by fire.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

“City of Glasgow” — De Havilland DH-34
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240923 — Imperial Airways — De Havilland DH-34 — G-EBCX — Croydon, Great Britain — London-
Cologne route

Captain G. P. Olley

The aircraft took off and after reaching about 50 feet altitude, the engines failed and it crashed. The pilot
and all five passengers survived. No mail is known in the hands of collectors.

Imperial Airways Ticket
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241224 (Nierinck 241224) — Imperial Airways — De Havilland DH-34B — G-EBBX - Purley, Great
Britain — London-Paris route

Captain David Arthur Stewart

The year 1924 ended on a very tragic note, with the worst crash that Britain had yet seen. Shortly after
taking off from Croydon Airport just after noon, the plane had difficulty gaining altitude. The pilot
turned, probably attempting to return to the aerodrome, but the aircraft went into a spin, dove to the
ground in the village of Purley and crashed. The aircraft was totally destroyed by fire. Purley is next to
Croydon. Seven passengers and the pilot were killed. At the inquest, it was established that the pilot had
difficulty in getting the plane off the rising ground against a strong wind. Another Imperial pilot,
Franklyn Barnard, former Chief Pilot for Instone, put forward his strong opinion that the problem lay in
the layout of the aerodrome, which made take-off difficult when the wind was from the southwest, and
the aircraft had to take-off virtually uphill. As a result of this crash, additional land on the west of the
Aerodrome was utilized and the entire layout was redesigned. This was reported as the greatest
catastrophe in the history of civil aviation up until that time.

No mail is known

. CROYDON AIRPLANE DISASTER: -pbop pf ANE

EYD_\‘Vi‘T‘NEé‘SE% STORIES OF "BLAZING MACHINE. BLAMED F OR
" “LIKE A TERRIFIC FURNACE." I:' AI R S M A S H
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,GR,E.»\’]Y:EST CATASTROPHE IN HISTORY OF CIVIL AVIATION

Pilot Asserts Ship Was in
Bad Condition on Paris
vyt P Flight

[BY CARLE—EXCLUSIVE DISPATCH]

LONDON, Jan. 28.—Startling
evidence about the condition of the
plane on the London-Parls alrway
which crashed Christmas Eve,
killing elght persons, was given at
the officlal inquiry by Capt. Hinch-
cliffe, the pllot who had been fly-
ing the plane before Capt. Stewart,
the pllot killed In the crash, and
who refused to take it out on the
tatal trip because of {ts condition.

Capt. Hlinchcliffe sald he flew
the plane from London to Amster-
dam on December 18 and found
the engine rough and the oil pres-
sure low. Me reported this. on
his arrival in Amsterdam, and me-
chanics told him -after lunch the
plane had been repaired and was
fit for smervice. He started back
to London, but serious oil trouble
developed and he returned to Am-
sterdam, where more work was
done, and on December 19, started
again, but returned because the
engine was behaving badly.

Finelly he flew to London on
December 23, where, «’though the
‘englne was still rough, the power
was good. On December 24, he
was* told to take It to Parls and
refused, partly because of the con-
dition of the plane and partly be-
cause he was tired and cold. Capt.
Stewart replaced him. He warned
Capt. Stewart of the condition of
the engine

Capt. Hincheliffe sald he would
not have flown the machine that
day to Paris with a full load, but
might have been willing to take
off with half a load. Capt. Hinch-
- clifte also sald that the mechaxlxlc

1 1 fn Amsterdam found some white
Captain David Arthur Stewart I Al 1n the flter, which would in-
dlcate that a bearing had run.




241224 (Nierinck 241224) — Imperial Airways — De Havilland DH-34B — G-EBBX — Purley, Great

Britain — London-Paris route (continued)

De Havilland DH-34B — G-EBBX

AIRPLANE, DISASTER.

EYE-WITNESSES. STORIES OF ‘BLAZING MACHINE.

«LIKE A TERRIFIC FURNACE.”

“(__“,AREAJEES_;[“» CATASTROPHE IN HISTORY OF CIVIL AVIATION |

The Christmas Eve Airplane Disaster on -Castle Hill, South Croydon, in
which the pilot and seven passengers were burnt to death through one of the
cross-Channel machines of the Imperial Airways Ltd. crashing and bursting
‘into flames, cast a gloom over the whole. of London and the suburbs.

It is the most terrible catastrophe in the history of civil aviation. The
whole tragedy happened with such dramatic suddenness that only a few people

saw the ill-fated machine drop like a wounded bird, strike the earth with terrific
force and within a few seconds became 2 mass of roaring flames.

CRQYDQN-' AIR SMASH "INQUES'I'.

Japtain l?:\rnurd.‘}lm piln}., demonstrating-how the smash’occurre
the pilot’s widow, and (right) Mr. Mezvyn ‘Henry

withia'model acroplane. Mrz
ness who gave important evide:
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250303 — Imperial Airways — “Prince Henry” — Handley Page W.8b — G-EBBI — Lympne, Kent, Great
Britain — London-Paris route

Captain W. Rogers

The aircraft was blown over after landing, due to stormy weather. The pilot was not injured. The aircraft
was flown back to Croydon on the 7" of March. No mail is known.

Handley Page W.8b — “Prince Henry”

250524 — Imperial Airways — aircraft unknown — Pegwell Bay (between Sandwich and Ramsgate), Great
Britain — Cologne-London route

Captain D. H. Drew

On a cargo flight from Cologne to Croydon, the pilot experienced engine trouble and made a forced
landing on the mud flats near Pegwell Bay. The pilot then telephoned the RAF Aerodrome at Manston
and a fatigue party from the camp removed the aircraft out of reach of the rising tide. Crowds of people
who saw the machine flocked to the spot. There were no passengers. It is not known if the flight was
carrying mail, and no covers are known in collectors’ hands.

" FLY OVER B ' - EUROPEAN AIR MAILS
TO PARIS / - — %_gltcr‘nnél ll’ar‘cel Air M\‘nil_s are de)ep.(ulchc:i :\'crr‘{”:\gl:,kl:d\.l‘z |
WA except Suturday in  certain cases) to most B AR
jes. 'The combined postage and air iee for letters is :— !
FOR TIIE WEEK ‘ND countries. ‘The com |
: b_)’ E 2 FIRST OUNCE... ... ... ... 4d.
"IMPERI A Il AIRWAY S EACII ADDITIONAL OUNCE 3d.
THE BRITISH AIR LINE Correspondence may also be sent by air or by combined air and
The journey will take you only 2} hours each way, ordinary services to many countries outside Europe.

and there are special cheap rates for short period e ¥ : i
execursions and day tripa.  Air liners leave London ., For combined air fees and postage, Parcel Air Mail rates,
and Paris several times daily. and full particulars, see AIR MAIL LEAFLET obtainable

free of charge from any Post Olfice

Pages From Imperial Airways Airmail Etiquette Booklet
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250701 — Imperial Airways — “City of London” — Vickers Vimy Commercial — G-EASI — near Le
Bourget Airport, Paris, France

Captain Waters

The pilot had to make a forced landing in a farmer’s field, which caused crop damage of £1,100. No
other details are available.

250823 — Imperial Airways — “City of London” — Vickers Vimy Commercial — G-EASI — Capel le Ferne
(near Folkstone), Great Britain — London-Cologne route

Pilot unknown

The pilot had to make a forced landing on a cliff close to the pub “The Valiant Sailor”. No other details
are available.

Vickers Vimy Commercial — “City of London”

260101 — Imperial Airways — Handley Page — (registration unknown) — Ostend, Belgium
Pilot unknown

The aircraft propeller hit a duck and the pilot had to make a forced landing. It was carrying gold! It is not
known if it was carrying mail. No other details are available.

SEND YOUR GOODS BY
= A H KR

> It cnaures greater speed, leas
{ - ‘handling, fewer breakages,
_‘ ey "l/ low insurance rllu‘, {quick
= > Customs Clearance. Informa-
\'/ \»‘C’J tion from sny Freight Agent
or direct from:

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LTD.,

Airways House, A/!ervlulu—l.ondoq Air Terminus,
Charles Street, ictoria Station (Continental
Haymarket, S.W.1. Departures), S.W.L.
Telephone :—Regent 7861, Telephone :—Victoria 5242,

Page From Airmail Etiquette Booklet
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260417 — Imperial Airways — “City of Ottawa” — Handley Page W.10 — G-EBMT — Beauvais, France —
Great Britain-France route

Captain Franklyn I. Barnard

The pilot encountered a thunderstorm. A bolt of lightning struck the lower wing, burning through the
fabric, scorching one of the main spars, fusing the bonding, and damaging the adjacent aileron. With the
compass out of action and one engine misfiring because of a depolarized magneto, he managed to land
safely at Lympne, to the relief of his fourteen passengers and Imperial Captain A. S. Wilcockson, who
was also onboard. No mail is known.

N

Handley Page W.10 — “City of Ottawa”

Captain Franklyn I. Barnard

260619 — Imperial Airways — “Prince Henry” — Handley Page HP W8b — G-EBBI — Dover, Kent, Great
Britain — Amsterdam-London route

Captain Herbert J. Horsey & Mechanic Mr. C. Pearson

Whilst enroute from Amsterdam with eight passengers, an engine failed over the English Channel, when
flying at 1,000 feet underneath a cloud layer. With the other engine at full throttle requiring heavy foot
pressure to keep the aircraft straight, the pilot just managed to reach the coast. He could not clear the cliff
tops, he just scraped into a valley and touched down in a field. The aircraft swung violently around,

collapsing the undercarriage and damaging the wings and fuselage, but nobody was hurt. No mail is
known in collectors’ hands.

Handley Page HP W8b — “Prince Henry”
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261010 — Imperial Airways — “City of Pretoria” — Handley Page W.10 — G-EBMR — Petegem (near
Deinze), Belgium — Brussels-London route

Captain A. L. “Scruffy” Robinson & First Officer Pilot Warner

The aircraft left Brussels at 9:16 a.m. bound for Croydon. Due to a broken oil tube, the pilot had to make
a forced landing in woods and the aircraft came to grief in a ditch. It was badly damaged, but there were
no injuries to the pilot and passengers. The passengers were taken by car to Ostend, whence they
proceeded to Dover by boat. No mail is known.

Handley Page W.10 — “City of Pretoria”

SEE EUROPE BY
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

Postcard reproduction of a poster
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261021 (Nierinck 261021) — Imperial Airways — “City of London” — Handley Page W.10 — G-EBMS —
English Channel — Great Britain-France route

Captain S. A. Freddy Dismore & Engineer C. Pearson

Enroute from Croydon to Paris about 18 miles from the English coast, an engine stopped. Because of low
clouds and strong winds, the pilot was unable to maintain altitude. He tried to make it to the French coast
on one engine, but was unable to make it and was forced to land on the sea. The pilot sent out an
SOS/"Mayday” distress call and informed Croydon of the problem. The pilot made an excellent “tail-up”
landing on the water. Even though its wings were broken, the aircraft stayed afloat because of the wood
in its frame. The crew and ten passengers climbed out of the cabin through the emergency opening in the
roof. Gradually the aircraft began to sink at the nose, the rising water forcing the occupants up along the
fuselage near the tail. A fishing trawler, the “Invicta”.took off the ten passengers, all thoroughly wet, but

calm. The mail and some of the valuable cargo were also salved, but the aircraft sank about half an hour
after the passenger were taken off.

“The Aeroplane” of 27 October 1926 reported that it was known that the HP W.8, W.8b & W.10 were all
unable to maintain altitude on one engine, with a full load.

The mail was salvaged, but no cachets or special markings were applied.

Handley Page W.10 — “City of London”

TRAVEL TO PARIS AND ALL
PARTS OF THE CONTINENT "
BY =

s St f :

“ ’
L. AIRWAYS!

THE BRITISH AIR LINE 1A
The great threa and four-engioed Air Liners MC
depart from (roydem throughout the day 8
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Page From Airmail Etiquette Booklet
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261208 — Imperial Airways — Armstrong Whitworth A.W. Argosy I — probably G-EBLF — Pluckley,
Great Britain — Paris—London route

Captain O. P. Jones

The aircraft was on a flight from Paris to London with twelve passengers. When over Cranbrook, a tappet
rod in one engine broke. The guiding principle with three engined aircraft was that if one engine goes
dead, a landing must be made at the nearest convenient aerodrome. The pilot promptly made for Lympne,
but as the oil pressure on another engine appeared to be low, and he was near the old aerodrome at

Pluckley, he made a forced landing there.

The passengers continued their journey by train. No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

" IMPERIAL AIRWAYS PASSENGER AEROPLANE, SILVER WING SERVICE DE LUXE

PARIS - BASLE - BRUSSELS - COLOGNE

Armstrong Whitworth A.W. Argosy I

261209 — Imperial Airways — “City of Cairo” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules class — G-EBMW —
Beauvais, France — London-Paris route

Captain Franklyn I. Barnard

The flight left for Paris with nine passengers, but due to some problem with the aircraft, the pilot turned
back and landed at Lympne. He later continued but due to thick fog in Paris, the pilot made a forced
landing at Beauvais. The aircraft left the next day via St. Inlevert (for customs) and then returned to

Croydon.

12. ABOVE: Captain Franklyn Barnard De Havilland DH 66 Hercules class

(died 1927)

Captain Franklyn L. Barnard “City of Cairo”
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261224 — Imperial Airways — “City of Melbourne” — Handley Page W.10 — G-EBMM — Ostend, Belgium
& Lympne, Great Britain — Cologne-London route

Captain A. B. H. “Jimmy” Youell

An engine manifold burst on one of the engines, and the engine caught on fire. The pilot had to make a
forced landing. Repairs were made and the aircraft took off for Croydon. The same thing happened again
and the pilot sent out a “Mayday”. He somehow managed to keep going and he made a forced landing at
Lympne.

No mail is known.

Handley Page W.10 — “City of Melbourne”

270101 — Imperial Airways — Handley Page W.10 — (registration unknown) — France

Captain R. H. McIntosh

The pilot had to make a forced landing because of bad weather. No other details are available, and no
mail is known.

Handley Page W.10
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270203 — Imperial Airways — De Havilland DH 50 — G-EBKZ — Montebourg, France — Southampton —
Cherbourg route

Captain W.G.R. “Ray” Hinchcliffe

The flight was carrying a passenger, Mr. Byron to catch a ship at Cherbourg. The pilot had to make a
forced landing at Montebourg, about 15 miles south of Cherbourg. The pilot telephoned to Cherbourg for
assistance. Mr. Byron was taken to Cherbourg by car. The pilot was arrested at Cherbourg for landing

without a permit. The pilot flew back from Cherbourg to Croydon on the 4™ of February.

No mail is known.

De Havilland DH 50
Captain W.G.R. “Ray” Hinchcliffe

270627 — Imperial Airways — “City of New York” — Handley Page W.9 — G-EBLE — Cudham near
Westerham & Biggin Hill, Great Britain — Paris-London route

Captain F. F. Minchin

The aircraft ran out of fuel and crashed on a farm at Cudham, Kent. None of the nine passengers were
injured. No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

“City of New York” — Handley Page W.9
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271229 — Imperial Airways — “City of Cairo” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules class — G-EBMW — In
desert 200 miles west of Baghdad.

Captain F. Dudley Travers

According to A.S. Jackson ° and Wingent '°, the aircraft encountered strong head winds, ran out of fuel
and had to make a forced landing in the desert. The pilot radioed the closest Imperial Airways station and
asked that a car be sent with petrol. A car was sent but failed to find the aircraft. Two days later, another
Hercules spotted the lost airliner fifty miles south of the reported position, and landed. The four
passengers and mail were transferred to the second aircraft and they reached Baghdad the same day.
After fuel was flown in, the “City of Cairo was also able to reach Baghdad that night (the 31*).

No mail is known in the hands of collectors.

1
a

[T
G-EBMW _

De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — “City of Cairo”

280215 — Imperial Airways — “Princess Mary” — Handley Page W.8b — G-EBBG — Berck Plage, near
Abbeville, France — Paris-Croydon route

Captain Herbert J. Horsey

Due to bad weather, the pilot made a forced landing on the beach. When trying to take-off, the aircraft
was blown onto its nose and was damaged beyond repair. The pilot and passengers were not hurt. No
mail is known in collectors’ hands.

HANDLEY PAGE TWIN ENGINE ?‘SS‘NQER'AERopL:.u"‘.::

—1

Handley Page W.8b — G-EBBG - “Princess Mary”
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281023 — Imperial Airways — De Havilland DH 50 — G-EBKZ — Plymouth, Devon, Great Britain
Captain Gordon P. Olley

When taking off from a small field at Roborough, the aircraft stalled on takeoff, overran the aerodrome
and crashed on a road. No other details are available, and no mail is known.

De Havilland DH 50 — Captain Gordon P. Olley on right

290430 — Imperial Airways — “City of Delhi” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-EBMX — Baghdad,
Iraq

Captain unknown
According to Wingent 1 when landing at Baghdad, the aircraft tore a wing on barbed wire, and when
taxiing for take-off, it broke a tailskid and damaged the fuselage on a protruding plate covering a

submerged petrol tank. A replacement aircraft was sent from Basra.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-EBMX — “City of Delhi”
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290617 (Nierinck 290617) — Imperial Airways — “City of Ottawa” — Handley Page W.10 — G-EBMT — off
Dungeness, Great Britain — Great Britain-France-Switzerland route

Captain R. P. D. Brailli & Mechanic N. Robert Barnett

When crossing the English Channel, an engine failed and the pilot decided to turn around and go back.
However, he soon realized that he could not make the coast, and he advised Croydon by wireless that he
had decided to attempt a landing on the sea close to a ship. He was about 200 feet above the sea. He was
unable to maintain altitude and the aircraft pancaked onto the sea with great impact, about three miles
from Dungeness. The trawler “Gaby” was nearby and saw the accident. It was able to rescue seven
passengers. Four passengers died in the accident from drowning. The survivors and the aircraft were
taken to Dungeness.

The aircraft was carrying 200 kilos of mail. It is unknown how much was recovered, but some covers are
known in collectors’ hands.

Salvaging the Aircraft
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290906 (Nierinck 290907) — Imperial Airways — “City of Jerusalem” — De Havilland DH 66 — G-EBMZ —
Jask, Persia (Iran) — Great Britain-India route

Captain Albert Edward Woodbridge, Mechanic J. Court, Wireless Operator H. Bourne & Flight Engineer
H. C. Amor

The Captain had planned the flight to arrive at Jask before nightfall. However, the flight arrived after
dark. The airport had no landing lights, so the aircraft had wingtip flares to provide light for landing.
However, the Captain misjudged his height above the flare path, with the result that the aircraft stalled
and crashed to the ground, wrecking the undercarriage and port planes. When the aircraft hit the ground,
the petrol from the damaged tanks was ignited by the burning wing-tip flare. The pilot, the engineer and
one passenger died in the fire. There are conflicting reports about mail being recovered. Nierinck advises
that a small part of the German mail was recovered. The newspaper “News of the World” of 8 September
1929, reported that all the mail, about 25,000 pieces, was destroyed. According to Wingent, the “Lloyd’s
Weekly Casualty Reports” states that some mail was salvaged and forwarded to Karachi by the next
service.

The Aeroplane of 11 September 1929 stated “The Postmaster General announces that as a result of the
accident on the outward-bound Indian mail which left this country on August 31 has been totally
destroyed.”

Shown is a cover from England to Transjordan that was carried on the flight and off-loaded before the
crash. Proud *? reports the following amounts of mail being salvaged: 1 bag Gaza to Karachi, 1 bag Cairo
to Karachi, 1 bag Brussels to Karachi, 1 bag Basel to Karachi and a small amount of “partially burnt
matter”. One cover is known from the actual crash, which was from Persia to Bombay, India.

b L e
b P A HERGULEST

Cover Off-loaded from the Flight Before the Crash
Only Known Cover From the Crash
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290906 (Nierinck 290907) — Imperial Airways — “City of Jerusalem” — De Havilland DH 66 — G-EBMZ —
Jask, Persia (Iran) — Great Britain—India route (continued)

'de\'rbnuner Recorub off the Disaster to the India air ilail on the occasion”

of the Flight when the Operations of
1a.ces beyond Iﬂdla. 8.7,

AIR LINER

' MAIL DESTROYED

q||y Exprm" correSpondant
.3 "RACHI, Sundny, Sept. 3.
Tl hvia GIC dunster befell the Eng-
land-India -Air -Mail . maghine
from: Croydon - which- was .due to]
‘arrive here tg-day. It “crashed
in ‘flames- at . Jask, in DPersia,
late - n‘n Friday - mght and - the
pxlot the: only pusenger, and
a mechamo ‘ware: kJ.l ed; while
apother mechanic and the’ wireless
operator were- senou,sly injured. -~
‘The "airplane, & triple screw D, H.
Hercules, was approaching the aero-
drome at Jask, which is 575 miles’ from
Karachl, and the last stopping place for
the [ndla air. Ilnets ‘on” the *outward
Ioumey. It was after dark, and the
anding: flood, ughts‘had been turned
on.
© ¥ WING IN FLAMES.

The- air lans ‘was approaching, when
tha aerodrome staff wera horrified to

ses that the tip of“ofe of its wings wagin.
s: The ‘fire. spread "with. terrible:
Q\ty and ‘although the pilot made
ov ffort* to efféct.’2 landing,. the
mac: 2 ‘crashed,; a.-mass"of’ bnzlng
wreckage, .. It .waslittle short .of:a.
miracle that any member, ot lls crew,
were .saved, . 4 i\_-~
The ‘men Killed. wgrc - "

Onphln A. B.* w.odbrldgd, u Wul-
cliff-on-Sea (pilot), = - 2

Mr, V;C,'Ball,"of w:ulnzton. o:turn-
shire (unuugcr). Vit Sy

Mr..~John i com’ :0f” ~wmumu
(manhanin). .
~The m]ured men were ur H. Bonme
and Mr. H. C. Amor. "

It Is“understood: that the urplane
was-carrying 25,000 mail packages. all
of which were destroyed..

Capraln Woodbridge . wis - a° most.
competent pilot. He"did excellent work
during the war, and -was the officer
who shot down Lhe dreaded alrman,'
Richthofen. Mr.; Bell was r. -member.
of the Indian Forestry Commlsston
and had been ‘home on' leave.

‘It is reported here to-day that the
injured men are making good progress’
at Jask. It is feared that it will not be
possible to ascertain the exact cause.
of the accident.

AIR. MATL
LINER

- DIS ASTER"
Evining T g Echo= SLK, 7/9 29
Dramatxc Scene At

nght Landmg

3 BURNED TO DEATH'

Bntxéh Maﬂs to lndla
Destroyed By Fire
2ERG . SIMLA, Sa.tlxrday.

THRE‘E people were kil.led_ and
: others Injured when the
England—mdla air . mail . 'plane
.crashed at Jask, Persia. The mn.chlne
‘burst’ Into flames on striking the
ground. ~and  was cnmpletels
destroyed.: .
' ! ATTEMPTED 'ro LAND

,n.u;ud_ that the tragedy occurred
when the machine.attempted.to land.
Pilot A. E. 'Woodhridge, his mechanic
‘ .and'a passepger were burned to death
-“ and two other members of the crew in-
;und. The mails were lost in the fire.
Inquirfes__in_ Londo London to-day  revealed
‘that the ‘plane was .due to. nrrln at
xmm this -afterngon. -
el % Croyion, on, 3k
a h
screw D.H. Bemdes.- G}ﬁtr:ﬁv-x
‘The Indian alr . in
! sections, and vnh three different types
..of machines. Orst stage; of the
"fllght, from Croydon {to the Mediters
‘ranean, is made in tripls-screw  ‘Arms«
! strong-Siddeley air liners - The . Mediters
lmnun section, being over water,. triple+i
1mw short Jupiter u)-mcl.al nyms boa:.l

are used. .
‘-’ . Acnossnnsm»'

. “The type of machine 1vhlch crashed Is
und(ram Cuxo acrasy uudmrc to
" Karachi,

It.is understood that the machlne Was
carrying . .about . 25,000 _mail . packages;
weighing somzt.hlng lixe five ‘or =ix
hundredweights.”

Im inaugurated by the Imperial Alrwaysc
The first outward fAlight to

{Aprit 7 was made by -the City ‘of
Jerusalem, and since then an almost
nnlnte.rrupted service has been -main-

tained,
i 16.000 LETTERS.

| -

| The second mail carried 16,000 letters

| over the 5000 miles route. During the

| first three months of the service, over flve

‘ ns of mails were carried, and there has
been a steady increase since that time.
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the Service were ufficially exiended
Hong I\_OH".;A. ustralia:ifew Zealand &c Sl §2.9.

Throughout the long filght}the alr lifiers.
are in constant radjo communication with
I:hezround Each-’plane is equipped with

the latest " M.'uconl apparatus—~Reuter. °

“uamnlt.thepMCnp A,E.
Woodbirldge, lost his life,"an d'ftben
sustained barns, but it is beBcnd Ihey
are mot sulou. The mﬂ was - de-.
:stroyed.” :
hurkmmnouuced i s
“Imperial Airways regret thxt
forther- information just received
states that a passenger, Mr, V. G.
Bell, and 2 member of Imperial - .
Airways staff,. Bir,’ Y, Conrt.
alsg dead.: - .~ S £
“Two- members of thé crew. ot
the machine, Mr, H. ‘Bouriie; .
) lu:ouerator.tndm H,'C. Amor,
flight. engineer, wers burned,, hnt
not seriously, and are mnum;
favourably.” e
Captain A, E Woodbrldge is x.he dnnan
‘who, during the war, bxought down an
Rlchtolen.thaﬁerr n S-acer i el
Mr. Bell, & member of the Indlan m
Comm!snlon. on his’ ‘way-to the
Federated . Malay * smm' i w-ﬂinxtom
Ouardxmre. was hh hame wvn.,-mf ~

Ve

) TL‘- Qurde SL\E LJ \-:.J,s t‘

KO‘.: Ls‘ Eku }L*‘ ksu-\. ls tau.na.
g"‘LﬂJ\ h NA....L kL-.Yk.

EFFECT NG mmA.’” :

¥ . CAL CIJ'I.‘TA Sept. =7, .

mqulrlns ta-day among business and
newspaper circles ‘in -Calcutla ‘tend- to
suggest that the air mall dlisaster [s
regarded wilh perturbation as regards
its effect on the future of -ihe servlca
from England, ., = -

Up til] now there has been an' in-
creasing tendency 16 usa*the +ilr~ mall
for the convayanca.of. urgent business
carrespondence.  Already- ths railway
delays at this efid,"aftec ihé ‘fnail-‘has
left_the. a.lrplanes. ,havq been ‘cnusmc
annoyance, but on' .a&ll’:sidAs *tributes
have been paid to fhe: regulanty with
which the alr servica has heen run
hitherto.—Reuter. .- = &




290906 (Nierinck 290907) — Imperial Airways — “City of Jerusalem” — De Havilland DH 66 — G-EBMZ —
Jask, Persia (Iran) — Great Britain—India route (continued)

‘MR MAIL 'DI_SASTER‘»"’""'

THREE LIVES' 'LOST | IN A

NIGHT LANDING

’Plane m Flames.

(Spacial Dablexram toﬂthep
“ 1thm -a few, hours -Hyip

8. of. tho World.") :
e cgof Karacb,x. the Indian’
tenmqus on, the. qg.l&ﬁdg; : Le: Imperial

rways- w~hner)’5;01ty ot § ; em,'m?ti%ﬂh, mner.
. =.5‘,-‘-’z.r "The michine; & tnp.le-screw.l) -Heraules, whily' attemptmg‘
& mght landing. at Jask, crns}xed sv1th:the Ion of three hves
" - Tha victims were ‘the pilog, {300 :
Capt, A. E, \Wodbndge, of Weatclxﬁ-on-Sen, )

.....

and - '
Mf. J. cart. 2 member of tho Impena.l An'ways stnﬁ' ,
Two other members .of the. crew,- Mr : H. Bourne, ' wireless
) ‘operator, and Mr..H. C.: Amor, flight engineer, were also burned,.
‘. "but:nat’ 5enously, ‘while- the mnxl balleyed ,to be ubout 26 000
‘_--f,-pa.cka,ges, was destroyed .'
st . The lmer, which’ left - Croydo 5
Inst Iap of its journey, and Mr, lBe'll,_who ‘was on his way to tho
Fedemted }Ialay States, is, “reported ‘to have been the onl)
" pp.ssenger on the final qtugq from. Cmro ‘to Karachi.
" Wken landmg, the City. of! Jerusalam baed flares on the wzng
" tips, and one of the atructures cqqghﬂ five.
~ The maghine  immediately’ became & blazing infern, and
_escape for yome of the occupa]ntq was, rendered impossible,’ -~
"It ‘'was exadtly five’ months 'ngo yelterdny that the England
-to'India air mail was ipaugirgt d; b "the Imperial Airways. . The
. firgt outward flight to Ka;nclu iom: Aprxl T was made by the City|,
of Jerusalem, and tmca thgn an almoht umnterruptod aerv1¢e hm X
) Abeen mamtamad P S e n

......

RMOPROE PRS00 DTDE E Mo < --in—be

B0 et

Mo

SELL BY AIR!

For quickness and
efficiency send quota-
tions and samples by
AIR. Particulars
from any Post Office
or direct from :—

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LTD,,

Airways House, A/mv]uly—l.ondon Air Terminu
Charles Street, ictoria Station (Continenta!
Haymarket, S.W.1. Dcparturu) S.W.

Telephone —Regent 7861, Telephone .—Victoria un

Page From Airmail Etiquette Booklet
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291026 (Nierinck 291026) — Imperial Airways

“City of Alexandria” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-EBVG — Mersa Matruh, Egypt — Europe—Asia route
Captain Stocks

“City of Athens” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-EBVH

Captain F. J. Bailey

Mersa Matruh was a refueling stop on the Mediterranean. Upon landing in the harbor, a wingtip struck a
buoy. The aircraft was damaged, so the passengers and mail were transferred to another aircraft, the
“City of Athens”. Due to lack of wind on take-off, the City of Athens had difficulty lifting off the water.
It hit a reef, ripped open the bottom of the hull, and settled on some rocks. It was also reported that
instead of going into the main channel for takeoff, the pilot mistakenly went into the breakwater, where
the water was too shallow and the aircraft could not clear the submerged rocks. The pilot and passengers
escaped unhurt.

The mail was recovered and carried onward by the “City of Baghdad”. “The Times” of London reported
that the mail arriving in Bombay on the 7" was soaked and some packets were so stuck together that they
could not be sorted nor their addresses deciphered until they had been exposed to the sun for some time,
after which they were covered with extra wrappers and delivered.

Only a few covers have been recorded from this crash

- - ‘.-Lﬁs\\
e i Randall
L TONTREALEG
" ORIGINAL NEO1dtt, Brunct

Reeondied aﬁn cnvaa}njl (,a,q,é A"ﬁ[v[‘a“e l-uf /“
S 'f”“ft‘d?ur_vwﬁ Horth Aficearc S S

DAMAGED -DURING
TRANSIT BY AIR.
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Type ‘a’ — Manuscript Type ‘b’ — Cachet — Purple
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291026 (Nierinck 291026) — Imperial Airways — “City of Alexandria” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-EBVG &
“City of Athens” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-EBVH — Mersa Matruh, Egypt (continued)
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Cover from England to India with Ambulance Cover — Type “d”

Postcard reproduction of a poster




291026A (Nierinck 291026A) — Imperial Airways — “City of Rome” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AADN —

La Spezia, Italy — India—Europe route

Captain L. Spence Birt, Flight Engineer F. T. Pembroke & Wireless Operator S. J. Stone

After leaving Ostia enroute to Genoa, the aircraft encountered

engine problems and strong winds and was

forced to land on the sea about ten miles from La Spezia. A gale was blowing and the sea was quite
rough. In response to an SOS from the flying boat, an Italian ship, the “Famiglia” took the aircraft under
tow with a 250-foot cable. The ship then began to make toward the shore at slow speed in order to avoid
breaking the cable. The crew of the flying boat helped by keeping her engines running. But after fifteen
minutes, because of the rough seas, the cable broke and the aircraft eventually capsized and sank. The

three crew members and four passengers died.

Most of the mail was lost. Nierinck reports one cover, to India, backstarhped November 7", However as
the flight was operating in the opposite direction, it is not likely that the cover is from this crash. Wingent
reports that all the mail was lost. Proud *° reports that mails from India (Karachi 20.10.29), Iraq 22.10.29,

Gaza & Alexandria 23.10.29, were lost.

Collins ** quotes a notice issued by the General Post Office, London, as follows:

“That the Postmaster General regrets as a result of the wreck of the City of Rome in the Gulf of
Genoa last Saturday the whole of the Indian airmail which left Karachi Oct. 20, Basra and Baghdad,
Oct. 22, Gaza and Alexandria Oct. 23, is believed to have been destroyed.”

i
H

A sSTR SEAPLANE TO THE ILLFATED CITY OF ROME.

’

BRILLIANT YOUNG,
: PILOT. |

3 PASSENGER AN OFFICIAL!
AT CROYDON.

Captain L. S. Birt although nply
M (\waniy-seven years of oge, was o pilot

TO HAVE BEEN. MARRIED

1@ CToBER, 1929 .

ROMANCE “OF "DEAD

* e

r———

ANE ¥

CTIMS.
=y Tk &

3 S R AT TaE

The following afe the names and ad-
dresses of the crew and paseengers,who
perished In the wreck of- the seaplanc
City of Rome':— - 3 3

Gaptain L. 8. Birt; he pilot, Rose-
‘meath, Canterhury-road, Herne Bay.|
Flight Engineer  F. T, Pombroke,|
Holly Cotlage, Ferndown, Bourne.,
mouth, © ¢ STTUT T 4 DT gl
Wireless Officer S.J. Stone,, who lived
with his wife at Genos. ", “1'e{
Mr. H. Turney, \Westow,
rogd, Streatham "*
MR Ritchie, Brookside, Uplime, l:y_n:u

5 Gléln_e!_ﬂyt‘:-

e
Mr. H. K. Roblnson, Forest Officer in
the Punjab, Rawal Pindl, India.
Miss M, Bromford, Dqlullnz. ln.dh.
It is stated that Mr. Ritcbie .was ‘a
member of the.Imperial Alrways statf
who was coming home, his time hav.;

ing expired. N
&puln Birt, the pllot, was to have
been married in the New Year to Mlss

Vera ABW' “daughter .of Lieutenant

of great experience in the hmdlh.lg of
3 nylx;:;'b'ms. “Since 1924 he had ‘been
an MAF. fiylug boat instructor, and

y- O
FORESTRY 'OFFICER. - |
Mr. Henry King Robinson; one of the

RS

before Juining [mp
| March last, whan the
# stavted,
azed n tosting

Alr Ministry

he had been spec
flying bqnu

sengers, was a Customs

4 stationed at

pork at Croydon.
He bad been lo

and was rcm;nlm{ el

~.+. - 1he airport, where li !

itot of ~the: for wl;lp years. Mr. Tumney was well
) * known among ail the

don, and was very popular.

Athens on holiday,
n resume work al
had been stationed
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erlal Alrways ing ?
India service Was cer Who was In the Indian Civil Service
lally en--su
tor melro
; eone of (he missing pas-!

the lmperisl Alr\vugn :‘::'E"d came to France -with the .Orst

oMmcisla at Croy-forediry servi

passengers, was an Indian forestry offl-}

befors ‘the was. Ha resigned through?®

vere fever, and went to Canada as
restry oficer for the Lp_omln}on
Government. . o -

On the outbreak of war he enlisted

amaican forces as & gunner, and,sow:
ervice with them throughout the war.
e thep ‘returned to Canada, and &
few -years afterwards his health: was’
sumclently good to_enable him.10''re-
sumg his appointnfents in- the Indiani
ce. L e SRR
_He married in Canada Miss'Symies, 3
member of an old Erediton” (Devon)|
family; and had wo ‘children, He was’
returning oo leave from India to"visi; :
his wife and chlldren. N e ~li
Miss Bromford was o sister of Lieut.-;
Colonel Bromford, of the Medical Col-, :
lege Hospital, Calcutla. She’ was anj !
experienced nursd, and was returning.
from a holiday which sha had spent;
with t_}er parents, who-llve at. Abbota-' '
bad., They were formerly missionaries,
in India, but have now Tretired, :
he personal effects of Captain Wood.
bridge, pilo of the Indian mail airplare*
City ot Jerusalem, which crashed and|
was‘burncd at Jask, Persin, on Septem.
ber G, were packed in the City of Rome.




291201 (Nierinck 291201) — Imperial Airways — “City of Wellington” — Armstrong Whitworth AW.
Argosy I — G-EBOZ — Hochst, Germany — Great Britain—India route

Captain J.S. Sheppard

The aircraft left Croydon on 30 November. Due to fog, it made a forced landing in a field near Hochst
(near Frankfurt), struck an obstacle and badly damaged the under-carriage. The 38 bags of mail (about
40,000 letters) was recovered and sent on by train to Athens, then onward by air, arriving at Karachi on
10 December. There were no passengers onboard and the crew members were not injured. The mail was
undamaged and thus no special markings were applied.

One cover is known, as shown
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“City of Wellington”
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300119 — Imperial Airways — “Youth of Britain” — De Havilland DH61 Giant Moth — G-AAEV — Broken
Hill, Northern Rhodesia

Captain Charles F. Wolley Dod

When landing, the aircraft turned over and broke up. The pilot escaped unhurt, but a passenger and two
mechanics, who were onboard, were slightly injured.

No other details are available, and no mail is known.

De Havilland DH61 Giant Moth — “Youth of Britain”

300214 (Nierinck 300215) — Imperial Airways “City of Teheran” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-
EBNA — Gaza, Palestine — Europe-India route

Captain S. J. Wheeler, Wireless Operators Ellis & Mick Smart

The aircraft had engine trouble and had to turn back. It had to make a forced landing after dark. The pilot
misjudged his altitude and the aircraft struck a slightly raised mound of earth 119 yards outside the
aerodrome boundary, and the aircraft was damaged beyond repair. The pilot and passengers escaped
unhurt. No mail is known.

De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — “City of Teheran”

3
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300729 — Imperial Airways — “City of Basra” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-AAJH — near
Heliopolis, Egypt

Roger P. Mollard & Wireless Operator Mr. Hatchett
The following is from “Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports”, 22 August 1930 edition:

“Imperial Airways Aeroplane City of Basra, in service from Cairo to India, left Heliopolis
Aerodrome at 7:15 a.m. on July 29 with cargo and mail. Approximately 7 minutes from Heliopolis
the starboard engine failed and the pilot decided to return to the aerodrome, but realizing that he
could not reach the aerodrome on two engines, decided to land in the desert. On landing 10 miles
from the aerodrome, east of Almaza, the Aeroplane crashed. The cargo and mail were all safe and
the crew were not injured. The machine was dismantled and removed from the desert to the
Imperial Airways’ aerodrome at Heliopolis.”

Investigation indicated three possible reasons for the crash:

(a) The accident was due to the pilot's error of judgement when he was attempting to execute a forced
landing under extremely difficult circumstances.

(b) The aircraft was forced to descend owing to a starboard engine defect which could not be determined
after the accident.

(c) Under the prevailing conditions it is reasonable to assume that the pilot could not fly on two engines

without losing height.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — “City of Basra”
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301011 — Imperial Airways “City of Cairo” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-EBMW — in desert near
Baghdad, Iraq

Pilot unknown

The following is from “Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports” of 17 October 1930:
“Baghdad, Oct. 13 — The Indian Air Mail liner, which left here last Friday (Oct. 10) made a forced
landing in the desert and a second machine, dispatched to its assistance, failed to locate it and was
also obliged to come down away from its base. R.A.F. aeroplanes, which were sent to search for
the missing machines during the weekend, finally located them both and enabled the necessary
repairs to be effected. The mails have been forwarded to Cairo. — Reuter.”

Wingent ' advises that Lloyd’s List reported that departure from Baghdad was at 0232 on October 3

No mail is known from this mishap.

In Imperial Airways and the First British Airlines 1919-40, the author A.S. Jackson °, in describing
the difficulties of flying in desert regions East of Cairo, quotes the following:

Someone whose only identification is the letters J.O.P.E. wrote a ballad about this route. He
described the sight of the blackened wreckage of an aircraft whose pilot had lost his way in
bad weather. The last verse went as follows:

We have placed at your disposal all the acts we learnt in war,
And for nine pence you can purchase if you’re wise,

The same efficient service of the man who yesterday

Chased the black-crossed birds of war from out your skies.
The letters that they carry from Cairo to the East

Bear little slips of paper coloured blue,

And the loss of crew and pilot doesn’t matter in the least

If the mail bags see the desert journey through.

BREAKFAST IN LONDON }S‘

BUSINESS IN PARIS ﬂ

RETURN FOR DINNER

BY
" IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

Page from Airmail Etiquette Booklet
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301030 (Nierinck 301030) — Imperial Airways — “City of Washington” — Handley Page W.8 Hamilton —

G-EBIX — Neufchatel, France

Captain John Joseph “Paddy” Flynn, Engineer A. C. James & Flight Engineer F. H. Mason

One of the engines stopped, and the pilot tried to find a place to land. He encountered fog, the aircraft
was about 100 feet above the ground, it was caught by a gust of wind and crashed into a hillside. The
aircraft was completely destroyed, the Captain was critically injured and had to have a leg amputated.
Flight Engineer Mason and three passengers were killed, and one passenger was injured.

Only a few covers are known from this crash, and cachets were not applied to most of the recovered
covers. One cover has been recorded with a double line “DAMAGED/BY FIRE” with the word “FIRE”

crossed out, as shown.
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301030 (Nierinck 301030) — Imperial Airways — “City of Washington” —

G-EBIX — Neufchatel, France (continued)

yessra. Ularke & Smith Ltd.,
Seal House,
'107/1C6 Upper Thames Street,
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These letters were by the Air lail

which was destroyed at Neuchatel near
Boulogne on the night October 50/31. 1830
Alr Liner "city of Washington!

Typed Explanation Which Accompanied This Cover, along with four similar covers
addressed to the same company —

“FLYING IS ENDED|
FOR MEY | paiiiet
PILOT'S WISTFUL REMARK ;‘:..":?‘.i‘;":‘;.,‘:.’u:i’.“t‘.i.“:ﬁ"’;.f&‘d"’.ﬁ‘,‘,'x‘f:t?i
AFTER. LOSING- ASLEGE |tk o, lavdngiace The vight wing siuck
CRASH - CAUSE ~ THE

and plungo head foremost into tha:
WING  TIP HlT GRO

Reuter, .
The Central  News says thn
[nl?'lhl Airways havo arrived lnun Eﬂuluul
nvestigate tz: accident, and arg:worki;
ollaboration with the gendlnuz B
Thc machine h.u'bucq badly wrecked,. an
portion of the finlis the only part intack. .,
The-City of \Washington had been a reserve
'plane for tho Paris service. Tt Jrn Ib
astest ‘planes’ in * commission,=]
avourite with pilots,” It was laullt ubwl;nvu:
| 'r‘un‘ agl::,dmua th&w ongines—one in the nao—‘u -
ut it bad recon undergone reconstruction,
i;::log‘l::“d to-day- af: the : b‘“ -hn'lug whlch ’h’anmua‘ in thy uoeo ql

remo!
The airliner (us r:pot(\-d m Iu night's ‘ HEROID ‘PASSE ﬂ A
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s anger), ““"1 42,5 AF Smputated the” leg sayy'™~ that “3r.¢ Tomking
O ey e e e ol Sh) A A s e
b g S i £
H nson, 8
| (mochanic of the ’plane), of Croydou and Papstiout the Baws o the fimf'{ 1
Shurdington-road, Cheltenliam. r‘mu‘::"n “W“ d :h° 'g o f‘d ﬁll
Tho injured aro: of crawling along tho' ground,  said I

Capt. “Johun Joseph Flynu. the pilot, of hw suddenly rolled over, and scemed to be dead,
s Ho spoko a few words, and then villagers and

THE three men injuced i in the'Im
ways air liner City ‘of \V:uhtng(on
resting as comfortably as can be exi

gendarmes rushed to the spot indicated, anmd
carried the injured and tlvalnuln the village.
A farmer and his son who had been working
in a field near where the airplane crashed, tele
honed to Boulogne for assistance, and
ambulances began to arrive shortly afterwards.
For a long time the mother AMr. James,
the gnund engineer, refusod to believe that her
son had boen killed. Then came the fateful
ofhcial confirmation of the police message, and
Mrs, James collapscd. Mr, James wys return-
wy from Egypt to marry a Dristol girl who was | B
awaiting him at Croydon sl
The girl, Miss Edith llru.n!v, of Marling-road, [ I
St. Goorgo, Bmlul had come to London speci-
ally to greot hi Thoy had known cach other |t
sitico :hhﬂwod b
Overwhelmed with grief, Miss Dreedy is now |E
with friends of Mr. James at Ealing, w.
Mr. Philip James, an elder brother, said to-
dlv that he had a strange foar all day vester-
¥ of a disaslor in tho air, and le had a
dna that he would never see his brotker alive | w
again, b

o
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t, Mr. Flynn, is mﬁng ﬁ.ully
e, llu hnglnt little “room, looking: out ' 6n,to
sono_garders, whore ko was taken when brought
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THREE KILLED

! IN

" AIR LINER. CRASH

FOG DISASTER TO
ENGLISH ‘PLANE

GRAVE CONDITION OF
SURVIVORS

PASSENGER’S LONG
CRAWL TOR AID

“I'he Impérial Airwaya liner, City of
Washington, bound from Paris fo
London, crashed to the south of
Boulogne at one o’clock yesterday
‘afternoon during n fog.

I'hree persons were killed and three
injured. Their names are:

, Dean

Mr. Street, an :\munmm, socrotary of
tho G. W. Caarnrick Co., of 24, Mount
Plensant_ Avenue, Nowarl, N.J.

7 {r. ATC. James, o ground engineer ol

Im‘mml Airways, of 40, Forest-avenue,

ishponds, Bristol, who was coming howu
on leavo,

Mr. I'. H. Muson, tho mechanie, whose
homo “nddress 18 -2,  Rosslyn-villas,
Choltenhnm.

Insunep :
AMr. H, Bolsover, of Munchesler.
Mr. I J. "Lompking, of Manchester,
Mr. J. J. l."lyull, of (.mydon, tho pilot.

I'ho survivors are uow in hospital at
Boul Lhoy aro , and
their “condition is snid to bo very
serious.

Ono of the pussengers, whosoe leg
was injured, crawled for abouta mile

to summon help, but collapsed by }he
rondside. As a result of his heroism
his leg had to be nmputated.

The crash is said to have been due
to_he fact that one of tho engines
failed. The pilot went on slowly in
the dense fog with the other engine
searching for a suitable spot where he
could land.

Then unfurlmmteh n sudden” gust

caught the 'plane and drove it down
on to a small hill.  The liner was
wrecked, but did not catch fire. A
walch found it tho débris had stopped
at 12.30.
Imperidl Alfwu):, in o slatement
issued last ovening, suys:
! A consulling engineor and ofiicials
of the company have left for the
I scene of the accident.

Handley Page W.8 Hamilton —




310318 (Nierinck 310318) — Imperial Airways — “City of Khartoum” Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AASJ —
between Juba and Khartoum

Captain unknown

On a first flight, the plane crashed. Mail was recovered and it shows traces of water damage. Also listed
by Wingent '’ as a crash on the 19" but there was no delay to the mail.

Two covers are known, as shown.

As the mail was not damaged, no cachets were applied
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310328 — Imperial Airways — “City of Birmingham” — Armstrong Whitworth A.W. Argosy I - G-EBLO
— Khartoum, Sudan

Captain unknown

Colley ' reported that on the fourth southbound flight, the aircraft damaged its undercarriage at
Khartoum, involving a delay of three days. The date is confirmed by the “East African Standard”.

No mail is known.

“TIME IS MONEY"
Special Planes may be ordered 10 convey you

BYiAIRTO |
ANYWHERE
For full Pmnnlmnd Ridhopls s sy |
agent of direet 1o the Traffic Manager—
Imperial Airways Limited |
Air Port of London, Croydon, Surrey |

Takigbahe' s v it S (g D 0de |
Tekgrams - - e " Flying, Croydon"

=. - &

BE SURE YOUR TICKET !
— IS BY IMPERIAL —

Imperial Airways Brochure
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310419 (Nierinck 310419) — Imperial Airways — “City of Cairo” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-
EBMW — Koepang, Netherlands East Indies

Captain H.W.C. “Jimmy” Alger, First Officer Roger P. Mollard, Wireless Operator K. Sang & Engineer
W. L. Garner

The aircraft was on the first of two experimental extension flights by Imperial from Karachi to Australia.
Shortly after leaving Batavia, the pilots encountered extremely strong headwinds, which reduced their
ground speed to something like 70 mph. This created an acute fuel shortage and one of the pilots
discovered an oil leak. This made a landing imperative and urgent. Near Koepang, on Timor Island, they
saw what they thought was a smooth grassy area—a good place for an emergency landing—and prepared to
put the aircraft down. Too late on the approach, they discovered that the grassy area was, in reality, rough
ground strewn with boulders, concealed by five-foot high tiger grass. The aircraft was a write-off,

smashed to pieces by the rocks. Apart from shock and a few bruises, no one was injured and the mail was
undamaged.

The mailbags were placed in safe keeping with the Dutch postal officials. Upon hearing of the crash,
Imperial’s Headquarters in London chartered Australian National Airways to pick up the mail and the
crew and fly them to Darwin. The well known pilots Charles Kingsford-Smith and G.U. “Scotty” Allan
flew up from Australia in the “Southern Cross”, picked up the mail and First Officer Mollard, and took

them to Darwin, Australia, where the mail was handed over to Qantas for the rest of the trip to Brisbane,
Sydney & Melbourne.

The aircraft was carrying about 15,000 pieces of mail from Europe, 500 from Burma, 400 from
Singapore, and approximately 2,000 pieces which had been picked up at other intermediate stops.

HEE
BRISBANE 1343 13 531125 4 1417 830
SYONEY 29431 H S3I[2443 16 841
A urLe g4 9 Jusuisante sil

e

g TIRST ATRMAIL
/s l AURMA ENGLAND

ST

Roule and time schedule |
of the two experimental |
mail services between
England and Australia

(April and May)

OPENING OF THE AIR MAIL,

OPENING OF THE )
AIR MAIL SERVICE neTWEEN SERVICE BY IMPERIAL

AIRWAYS AND QANTAS!
AUSTRALIA AND ENGLAND EMPIRE AIRWAYS.
QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS BETWEEN ENGLAND

AND IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND_ AUSTRALIA 1

Special Air Mail Etiquettes to Promote the England-Australia-England Service
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310419 (Nierinck 310419) — Imperial Airways — “City of Cairo” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-
EBMW — Koepang, Netherlands East Indies (continued)

The alr liner City of Oairo after it had
E cruhul xupmg, Timor, when carrying

e first dr malil from England to Austra-
ok lia. Nobody was hurt. |

gz & 87 /( LT ratni

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

D 7. L. Millar
4, ‘A.C.ROESSLER,ESQ.
IMPERTAL :\lRaAYs LTD.,
% Q.A.N.T,A.S.,
CHARLEVILLE,
AUSTRALIA.

e
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)
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

Official Imperial Airways Cover From England to Australia — Type ‘a’
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310419 (Nierinck 310419) — Imperial Airways — “City of Cairo” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-

EBMW — Koepang, Netherlands East Indies (continued)

T o» =
R. LEE PANG CHUAN.
777, GAQVE ROAD,
SINGAPORE, S.S.

Cover From Intermediate Leg — Alorstar to Sydney

Intermediate Legs — Type ‘b’
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OQ 1st return and 200 outwacd Ll
mail carried between Akyabd . :
and Darwin dy Kingsford Smith,

*City of Cairo’crashed o
Kupang. Mail taken Fo Darwin
by Kingsford Smith.
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ROUTES OF IMPERIAL _AIRW vs' 151 & 2Kp. EXPERIMENTAL SERVICES o

2. Pickerng. At 1975
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Routes of 1% & 2" Experimental Services from England to Australia
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310524 (Nierinck 310524) — Imperial Airways — “Satyrus” — Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFC —
Candia, Crete, Greece

Captain Stocks

The Imperial flying boat “Satyrus”, made a forced landing at Candia and damaged a wingtip float. A

passenger said “We were due to land at Candia and we came down just outside the harbour. The sea was
Y very rough, and we bumped three times on the waves, one of the wing floats being damaged. The pilot
immediately throttled up, and we flew round to Mirabella, and there we made a perfect landing.”
“Scipio” carried the mail on to Corfu on the 26™.

After this incident, the landing place was moved to Mirabella Bay.
P Some authors have incorrectly attributed this incident to “Scipio”, which is understandable because

“Scipio” was the rescue aircraft and “Satyrus” was a “Scipio Class™ aircraft. Very few covers have been
recorded, one of which is shown.

Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFC — “Satyrus”
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310610 — Imperial Airways — “City of Delhi” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-EBMX — Bushire,
Persia — Great Britain-India route

Captain Roger P. Mollard

When flying between Lingeh and Bushire, engine failure caused the Captain to make an emergency
landing on a salt pan some twelve miles from Lingeh. Probably because of iron in the hills around them,
they were unable to contact Lingeh by radio. The Captain left the co-pilot in charge and walked for five
hours to Lingeh to get help. The Imperial Airways agent brought bedding, food and drinks back to the
aircraft on donkeys. The next day, the engine was repaired and the aircraft flew on the Basra.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-EBMX — “City of Delhi”

310616 (Nierinck 310616) — Imperial Airways — “City of Birmingham” — Armstrong Whitworth A.W.
Argosy [ — G-EBLO — Aswan, Egypt

Captain R. O. O “Root” Taylor & Wireless Operator Phillpot

The aircraft descended for landing too quickly and hit a hill, overturned and was destroyed. The mail was
recovered, but no covers are known in collectors’ hands.

Armstrong Whitworth A.W. Argosy I — “City of Birmingham”
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310704 (Nierinck 310704) — Imperial Airways — “City of Khartoum” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AASJ -
Kibanga Port, Uganda

Captain unknown

Enroute to Kisumu, the plane made a forced landing at Kibanga Port, 15 miles from Entebbe. The mail
was carried onward by road to Kisumu and it was flown on a charter flight by Wilson Airways to Nairobi.

Mail can be recognized by a Kisumu transit postmark and a Nairobi receipt postmark on the 5™ of July.
According to Colley ', surviving examples are scarce.

310804 — Imperial Airways — Aircraft unknown — Somewhere near Kisumu, Kenya — Africa-Great Britain
route

Captain unknown

A cover from Nairobi, Kenya to London, as shown below, has water damage and received the damage
cachet at the London Post Office. However, there is no record of a crash or incident on or around this

date. Peter Wingent and Bill Colley suggest that one of the mail bags may have fallen into the water at
one of the stops.
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310808 (Nierinck 310808) — Imperial Airways — “Hannibal” — Handley Page HP42 — G-AAGX —
Tudeley, near Tonbridge, Great Britain — London-Paris route

Captain S.A. Freddy Dismore, First Officer E.R.B. White

The aircraft was enroute to Paris, when a broken cowling fastener hit a propeller, which in turn broke two
others. The pilot shut off all the engines and began to glide down to the ground. He had to make a small
gliding turn in order to avoid going too low over a cottage, and he attempted to land in a small field. The
lower wing struck a telegraph pole at the side of the road, it broke off and was carried along into the field.
In spite of the circumstances, the pilot made a masterly forced landing. As the aircraft ran along the
ground, the tail struck a tree stump, and the rear part of the fuselage was ripped away. The rudder and
elevators were left fifty feet behind, but the aircraft was brought to rest in a very short space in a meadow.
The eighteen passengers, unaware of the severe damage that had been done to their vehicle, stepped out
uninjured.

The aircraft was later dismantled and transported back to Croydon for repair and rebuilding on lorries
specially constructed by Handley Page for carrying large wing structures.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

Captain S.A. Freddy Dismore




310816 (Nierinck 310816) — Imperial Airways — “City of Alexandria” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-EBVG -
Jinja, Uganda

Pilot unknown

. Enroute from Great Britain to South Africa, the plane encountered engine trouble and made a forced
landing at Jinja and was unable to continue. Mail was given to the Jinja Post Office, where it was
backstamped 17.8.31, and then forwarded by train.

e e e e e
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“CALCURADA. ALL MESAL FLYING BOAL.

RS, " o flarrait’s Photo Prem Led,

The Only Recorded Cover from This Crash
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310822 — Imperial Airways — “City of Karachi” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-AARY — near
Lingeh, Persia — Egypt-India route

Captain Roger P. Mollard
According to Wingent ', “Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports” of 28 August reported:

Karachi, Aug. 22 — The City of Karachi has been forced to land near Lingeh, on the Persian Gulf,
100 miles west of Bandar Abbas. All onboard are safe.

London, Aug. 26 — The air liner City of Baghdad took the passengers and mails of the air liner City
of Karachi, which made a forced landing, owing to engine trouble, at Lingeh on Aug. 22, and
proceeded to Cairo. The City of Karachi has proceeded to Basra.

Captain Mollard left the other Captain and the passengers and walked for five hours to Lingeh to obtain
help. After dark, he returned with the Imperial agent and bedding and food being carried on donkeys.
The passengers spent the night beneath the wings of the aircraft. The next day, the engine was repaired
and the aircraft was flown off the salt pan and continued to Basra.

One cover is known from Calcutta, India to London, as shown, which is more than likely from this
incident.
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320106 — Imperial Airways — “City of Jodhpur” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-ABCP — Mbeya,
Tanganyika

Captain J. B. Donald & Wireless Operator Mr. Andrews
The pilots were unaccustomed to the take-off altitude of 6,000 feet above sea level, and had inadequate

airspeed for liftoff. The aircraft ended up on its nose and was damaged, but no other details are known.
No mail is known.

" HIGH" TENSION. Men et

C]TY OF JUDHPUR, the Imperial Airways pllne wlnch cruhed some weeks
ago in Southern Tanganyika when taking off soft ground.  The pllot and
wireless operator were injured.
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320129A (Nierinck 320129A) — Imperial Airways — “City of Baghdad” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules —
G-EBMY — Mbeya, Tanganyika — Great Britain-South Africa route

Captain J. S. Sheppard

The aircraft was operating the first regular southbound service from Great Britain to South Africa. Due to
poor radio communications, the pilot was not aware that the airfield at Mbeya was very soggy due to
heavy rain. The aircraft landed but was not able to take off again with the full load. The passengers and
mail were taken by car to Mbalezi, which was about 10 miles away. The aircraft was ferried to Mbalezi
and it picked up the passengers and mail. The weather got steadily worse (it was a so-called Black
Rhodesian Storm) and an attempt to land at Mpika, Northern Rhodesia was not possible. The aircraft
diverted to Lake Shiwa Ngandu, 50 miles away, where a forced landing was made on the front lawn of
the country manor of Stewart Gore-Brown, a retired British officer. On the next day, it was necessary to
use native labor to cut a runway to allow take-off. The aircraft was able to take-off at 10:00 a.m. on the
30" and it landed at Broken Hill. As the “City of Baghdad” was used to search for the lost “City of
Delhi”, the mail was carried onward by a Puss Moth of Rhodesian Aviation Co., Ltd., and arrived in
Salisbury on the 31*. The covers have the special first flight cachets, and some of them were special
Imperial Airways envelopes. However, no delay markings were applied.
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320129A (Nierinck 320129A) — Imperial Airways — “City of Baghdad” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules —
G-EBMY — Mbeya, Tanganyika (continued)

Firsi Regular Air Mail
Lonclon——Cape [ ot

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED

Airway Terminus + Yictoria Station + Lendon - SW1
20 Jenuarvy, 1982

Yonr 8ir,

his lsttes has been gent to yeu by tho firet regular peryics
o? N third Espive air routs ta be cpened by Imperial Alvways,
nazsly that between London and Cape Yown ard vico versa.

You have probably had many en occeslen to use tha weekly efy
mat) 4o Bast Africa and you will have had cppartunity to test the
groav saving of tioo shich esn be effecizd by itz uwse, not only in
tha transpart of wails and of fraight but of peageagsss, =nd nov with
+he extensicn of thig greet asrisl route of 8,000 miles thrsughout
the lergth of Afrfex this savipg will bo zude more evident.

At the present tice 8ll of us who beleng to £ko Pritish Copmon-
roalik of Waticns cre passing throogh an asxicpz Lize gnd it 4=
pogentinl for the well beipg of nll, that tha poend sterling be
supported by 'Buying Brisish', Msy I thercfare toks this oppor-
tunity of reminding you that every peany zpsnt od Izperiel Airways
travel, or ca the transport by it of maila and of freight 18 as
help2el in the support of the carroncy’ 25 Doney ggent on the
purchate of BExpize goods.

T hepe that wew will comsider iZe caogasisn c? cufficient
imparisase to maraah your heeplog thiz letter 2ad it3 cnvelops as
& soavenis ond o zecinder of this historic ococasion and o? tko
galue ¢ serdgl iransport asd in particular of the Espire alr mail.
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320129A (Nierinck 320129A) — Imperial Airways — “City of Baghdad” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules —

G-EBMY — Mbeya, Tanganyika (continued)

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS

SERVICE

between MR. THOMAS E. FIELD, )
ENGL;\ND . STANDARD BANK OF SOUTH AFRICA.
an -
VICTORIA WEST,
SOUTH-AFRICA :
CAPE PROVINCE.

EERSTE GEREELDE LUGPOS
LONDEN—=KAAPSTAD

Cover Autographed by the Pilots Involved

Wperale Lhe

Postcard reproduction of a poster
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320129B (Nierinck 320129) — Imperial Airways — “City of Basra” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-
AAJH — Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia — South Africa-Great Britain route

Captain H.W.C. “Jimmy” Alger

The aircraft was operating the first regular northbound service from South Africa to Great Britain. When
taxiing, a wheel sunk into soft earth where an anthill had recently been removed, and it was damaged.
The “City of Delhi” continued the flight north the same day. The flight was carrying a large number of
first flight covers to various destinations all the way north to Great Britain. Most have first flight cachets,
but no delay markings were applied.

SO 4
&AVELBUREAU > .

T

Agents for IMPERIAL Aua\v;\vq
52, St. Geurge's Street,
CAPE TOWN. Mo & Bownke, il
i o = - ,/.
i D CHURCH - Al ! |
i ) ROUK:E”OM' i GE L0« M)uf '640.4(.,4 /K;/%f}/‘d,.
:e. 4 ( ) 7L ‘J 1
i8] 0280, : s
3 o Ui 5
i) wilcer WS NG ! Ll
FIRST AIR MAIL COVER. < o J
- - |

“I'am convinced that for a regular trans-African service, the aeroplane, even when worked
in relays, is not a practicable commercial undertaking.”

Leo Walmsley, 1920

Postcard Reproduction of a Poster
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320129C (Nierinck 320129) — Imperial Airways — “City of Delhi”” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-
EBMX — 50 miles from Broken Hill, Northern Rhodesia — South Africa-Great Britain route

Captain John “Jack™ Gittins

The “City of Delhi” continued the flight north from Salisbury the same day. The mail from the “City of
Basra” mishap had been taken onboard. The aircraft encountered a violent storm (a so-called “black
storm”) and had to make a forced landing in a clearing, which turned out to be a swamp. The wheels
were stuck fast and the aircraft was unable to take-off. The crew fortunately had emergency rations and
water on board. But it appeared that the pilot was a little uncertain of the location of the swamp into
which he had landed, and he gave a wrong compass-bearing over the wireless. Search planes had some
difficulty in locating the missing machine.

Eventually they were discovered by the “City of Baghdad”, which had gone out from Broken Hill looking
for the lost aircraft. Food was dropped by parachute from the air. On the 1* of February, a ground party
succeeded in cutting its way through the bush to the crew and passengers, guided by smoke from a signal
fire. The “City of Delhi” was found stuck up to the axles in the swamp. It necessitated digging a runway,
and then dragging the machine bodily out of the swamp. The machine did not suffer drastically. Six days
after the aircraft was forced down in the swamp, on the 4™ of February, the mail was taken by native
porters to Broken Hill, and it was carried onward by the “City of Baghdad” when it returned on its next
northbound flight. The mail was not damaged and therefore no delay markings were applied. The covers
had the special first flight cachets, and some were special envelopes prepared by Imperial Airways.

“City of Delhi” in Swamp — Photos Taken From Search Aircraft “City of Baghdad”
Left photo shows tire tracks of aircraft through the swamp

Right photo shows aircraft at rest
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320129C (Nierinck 320129) — Imperial Airways — “City of Delhi” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-
EBMX — 50 miles from Broken Hill, Northern Rhodesia — South Africa-Great Britain route (continued)
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320309 — Imperial Airways — “City of Arundel” — Armstrong Whitworth A.W. Argosy I - G-EBOZ -
south of Wadi Halfa, Sudan — South Africa-Egypt route

Captain unknown

The aircraft was operating a Northbound flight, when a dust storm was encountered. An engine stopped
and lost its propeller, and the pilot put the aircraft down near Kareiima alongside the Nile River. After
several days, A Short Calcutta flying boat arrived with a spare engine. The aircraft was carrying the
Central African mails and had left Khartoum the same morning. One postcard is known, as shown.

Camels of Desert
Sent to Rescue of
Damaged Airplane

CAIRO, Egypt, March- 10—(AR)
~Camels, ancient ships of the des-
ert, came to the rescue of the Cape-
to-Calvo afr mail plane lass night
when it was forced down among the
) > ol ~ : rocky hillz south of Wadl-Halfz.

i ¥ 91908 . Ak Camels were leaded with cans of
- . £ zasoline und rushed to the stranded

A liEme
wlnns ksl than woe alis ta ran

Part of Newspaper Clipping -
1932
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
PUTS THE WORLD WITHIN YOUR REACH

PARIS In ) hrs. 45 mins.

BRUSSELS in 3 hrs. 20 mins.

VIENNA in 8 hrs. 55 mins.

ZORICH In 5 hrs. 35 mins. (jummer only)
(Al times lichle te elteration)
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320509 — Imperial Airways — “Horatius” — Handley Page HP 42 Heracles Class — G-AAXD — Tonbridge,
Great Britain — London-Paris route

Captain O.P. Jones

The aircraft, bound for Paris with thirteen passengers, was struck by lightning. It blew out the cockpit
windows, disabled the wireless aerial, damaged two propellers, tore holes on the top plane and one near
the baggage compartment. There were no injuries and after reassuring the passengers, Captain Jones
turned around and landed safely back at Croydon Aerodrome. The passengers were transferred to another
aircraft. It is not known if mail was being carried, and none is known in collectors’ hands.

Handley Page HP 42 Heracles Class — “Horatius” — G-AAXD — After the Crash

IMPERIAL
AIRVWAYS

Arere v i st o PO R

WINTER SENYILES
HELEW TINF R F
' LY
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Imperial Airways Timetable
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320927 — Imperial Airways — «Atalanta” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class — G-ABPI -

Ostend, Belgium — Great Britain-Belgium route

Captain Ernest Henry «Tich” Attwood & Flight Engineer C.F. Griffiths

On a flight from Croydon to Brussels, the aircraft had to make an emergency landing at Ostend. It

touched down short of the runway, and suffered slight damage. No mail is known.

The name “Atalanta” was transferred to G-ABTI in October 1932, following the crash on a test flight of

G-ABPL

sl _ DostCard 4
oskaart £

Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class — “Atalanta” & Post Card with G-ABPI in

the Design

The following paragraph appeared in “The Times” (London) of October 18, 1932:

“A hippopotamus has attacked and sunk the Northern Rhodesian mail barge from Mongu at
a point on the Zambesi river near Sioma. The hippopotamus bit a large piece out of the barge
and the terrified native paddlers dived into the water and swam ashore. Two mail bags have

been lost.”

So aircraft accidents were not the only reason for lost or damaged mail!!!

If you are journeying to Africa - IF YOU MISS THE ORDINARY MAIL -

i~

or India— Travel by Air

Imperinl Airways will carry you to your destinution
quickly and sufely. Youcnjoy comfort if you trayel by

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS by

THE BRITISH AIR LINE 5 L ost

Particulars from any Travel Agency, or direct from n s[.tl P
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LTD., You ¢¢

Airways House, Almv,[uly—l.oudon Air Terminus,

Charles Street, ictoria Station (Continental :

Haymarket, S.W.1. Departures), S.W.1, d A

Telephone —Regent 7861, Telephone >—Victoria 8242, ~
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321231 — Imperial Airways — “City of Karachi” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-AARY —Kigwe,
Tanganyika, near Dodoma

Captain Ernest Henry “Tich” Attwood

On a northbound flight, the pilot made a forced landing at Kigwe. A propeller and a lower wing were
damaged. The passengers and mail were taken by train to Dodoma to be picked up by Captain
Caspareuthus in the “City of Baghdad” on Sunday the 1* of January 1933. No mail is known in
collectors’ hands.

De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-AARY — “City of Karachi”
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321231 — Imperial Airways — “City of Karachi” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-AARY - Kigwe,
Tanganyika, near Dodoma (continued)

- —— —

A]R m m A One bf{‘ect of t.h(fi sliglﬁt- delnﬁ
ill be t ine will|
FORCED LANDING. T e et o for | Kipuru

on
Sunday morning next which  will
have a number of seats available

NOﬁthllnd Madhe for passengers desirous of malk-

ing this short journey.

Delayed a Day. SOPEEIaS |

SLIGHT DAMAGE..

—_—

Tor the first time for many
months Imperial Airwoys'’ north-
bound ‘'plane was late in arriving
at Nairobi during last week-end.
The machine  due to. arrive &b
Nairobi on Saturday ‘afternoon
did not actually get in until Sun-
day evening, .the . delay being
caused by o ‘‘forced” landing
near Dodoma.
The machine, the ~“City of
Karachi’’, was piloted by Captain
E. H. Attwood. When approach-
ing Dodoma at about 10.0 o'clock
on Saturday morning, Captain
Attwood found that' the petros
was not getting through normally
to onc engine.  Rather than
continue, with the possibility of
having to land at & moment's
notice in  country which  might
prove dangerous both to passeng-
ors and craft, the pilot decided to
find a place immediately where he
could get down in safety, This he
succeeded in doing close to the
railwav station at Kidji. The site
selected  for the  voluntary
“forced’’ landing was not entirely
clear of bush and stumps. Ihe
landing, however, was & good
one, although the machine sus-
tained slight damage, which in-
cluded a broken propeller and the
bottom planes being affected.

The passengers and load were
immediately taken to Dodoma by
train and thereby suffered mo
discomfort.

Relief Machine.

When news of the landing was
roceived in Nairobi, arrangements
were made for picking up the
passengers and freight and mails.
Mr. Casporeutheus, another of
Tmperial Airways' pilots, flew to
Kisumu with Messrs. Wilson Air-
ways on Saturday afternoon. On
Sunday moming be flew to
Dodoma in & relief machine, the
“City of Baghdad”. This
machine arrived _at Nairobi at
6.0 o'clock on Sunday evening
and left on the continuation of
the journey at 6.30 on Monday
morning.

e e A
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330102 (Nierinck 330102) — Imperial Airways — “City of Jodhpur” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-
ABCP - Rand Airport, Johannesburg, South Africa

Captain & 1* officer unknown
A fire developed when a ground starter motor backfired a few minutes before leaving for Cape Town.

The flames were extinguished and the mail and passengers were transferred to the Imperial “City of
Basra” for the flight to Cape Town. The mail was undamaged and none is known in collectors’ hands.

De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — “City of Jodhpur”

330213 — Imperial Airways — “City of Arundel” (previously “City of Wellington”) — Armstrong
Whitworth A.W. Argosy I — G-EBOZ — Sarzana, Italy — Cairo-UK route

Pilot & 1* officer unknown

The aircraft was unable to land at La Spezia for fuel, and the pilot made a forced landing at Sarzana in
thick mud. It took 40 hours to get it out. No other details are available, and no mail is known.

Armstrong Whitworth A.W. Argosy I — “City of Arundel”




330304 (Nierinck 330304) — Imperial Airways — “Satyrus” — Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFC —
Near Gayduronisi, Cape Sunion, Greece

Captain Vernon G. Wilson

The pilot was attempting to make a non-stop flight from Alexandria to Athens. The aircraft ran out of
fuel and made a forced landing on a heavy sea near Gayduronisi (Patrocles Island) off Cape Sunion
(Attica), twenty miles short of Piraeus, the port for Athens. A Greek Coastguard patrol boat located the
aircraft, which towed the aircraft to Phaleron Bay late in the evening. The mail for Athens (which was
mostly transit mail for Central Europe) was taken to the Athens Post Office and was backstamped March
5, 1933. No special cachet was used and covers are very rare.

i, R
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330328 (Nierinck 330328) — Imperial Airways — “City of Liverpool” — Armstrong Whitworth Argosy I —
G-AACI — Eessen, near Dixmude, Belgium — Cologne—London route

Captain Lionel Louis Leleu, Wireless Operator Stubbs & Flight Engineer W.R. Brown

The flight left Brussels in the early afternoon, enroute for London. When flying over Dixmude, it was
seen on fire at an approximate altitude of 2,000 feet, and it crashed a few minutes later. There was a
theory that one of the passengers started the fire. This was Mr. Albert Voss, a dentist from Manchester,
who was in debt and there were rumors that he might be involved in drug trafficking and smuggling.
From contemporary press reports given by witnesses of the crash, smoke was seen coming from the rear
of the fuselage over the village of Clerken, followed by a burst of flame, then the aircraft began to lose
altitude. As it did so, a body fell from the plane, evidently from the rear door, and plunged earthwards. It
was later found to be the body of Mr. Voss. The reason for the fire was never determined. This was
considered the worst disaster in the history of British Civil Aviation up until that time.

Baggage, freight and mail were recovered from the fields around the crash. The crew and twelve
passengers were killed. One cover is known, as shown.

@
11 R e S

Translation of the handwritten inscription is: “Damaged sending received March 29, 1933
at 13.30 h. from St. Jacobscappelle’s rural guard and weighing 60 gr.”




330425 — Delhi Flying Club — De Havilland DH.60G Gipsy Moth — VT-ACO — Erinpura, Rajputana,
India

Captain P.D. Sharma

The Delhi Flying Club operated a feeder service between Delhi and Karachi for Imperial Airways. The
Gipsy Moth wing struck a vulture and the pilot was forced to make an emergency landing on a dry lake at
Sargoth, near Naranpura Railway Station. From there the six bags of mail were taken by train to Jodhpur,
where Lord Clydesdale volunteered to fly them to Karachi in the Westland aircraft in which he had
recently overflown Mount Everest. He reached Karachi just too late for the mail to be placed on the
Imperial aircraft “Helena”, which left at 9:10 a.m. on the 26™. Air Orient offered to carry the mail to
Baghdad on its flight which was on its way from Saigon. This offer was accepted by the postal
authorities, and the six mail bags were transferred to Imperial Airways at Baghdad for onward

transmission.

No special markings were applied. One cover has been recorded, as shown below.

Valture Hits

Aeroplane ,

Thaza g 2761353
LORD CLYDESDALE |
RESCUES MAIL |

From Our Own Correspondent ];
Karacur, Wednesday.

THE Marquess of Clydesdale, |

chief pilot of the Houston g

De Havilland DH.60G Gipsy Moth Mount Everest Air Expedition,
came. to the rescue of the Govern-

same type as VT-ACO ment air -miails from Delhi this §i
- morning. He was flying one of the §i
Westland aeroplanes—used in- the Te- |
cent flights over Everest—io Karachi,
where they will be dismantled and
shipped to England.. - - Ty Rt
The mail 'plane from Delhi had made
a forced landing near Erinpura, Raj- [
putana, and the mails-were conveyed ki
by train to Jodhpur, from where Lord
Clydesdale volunteered to: fly them to
Karachi. 5 Goes,
He rmeached thers just too late for
them to be placed in the Imperial Air-
ways machine Helena, which -left at
i 9.10 a.m., but the French Aig Orient
Line took them.in its machine and wilt
hand them over to Imperial Airways at
Bagdad. : e

Wl < DELA, kﬂ@a\a&_
M.y Rordon . b
~ /-5 W {

The mail 'plane from Delhi, accord-
ing to a Reuter message, was forced
down as the result of a vulture hitting
one of the wings.
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330610 — Imperial Airways — “Artemis” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class — G-ABTJ — 90
miles from Mpika, Northern Rhodesia — Great Britain-South Africa route

ptain Ernest Henry “Tich” Attwood

Due to heavy weather and bad visibility, the pilot was forced to make a landing in the bush about 90 miles
from Mpika. On landing, a tyre was punctured. Captain Attwood radioed Salisbury and an aircraft of the
Rhodesian Air Survey was sent out with petrol. On the following day, the Puss Moth took the passengers
1o Mpika, where they remained until “Artemis” was ready to proceed. During the next two days, natives
were employed to clear a makeshift runway of some 500 yards so the Artemis could take off.

There was no damage to the mail and no covers are known in collectors’ hands.

Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class — “Artemis”

THE AFRICAN
AIR MAIL

Northbou'nd Machine
Delayed. I

Constructing a Runway. |

|
= 1 A
v The next ing days were nut‘ll[\l(‘tll
in making o runway of some 300
yards for  the  Twperinl  Nirway

An Hour’s Stay

. . o imachine 1o take off. Crowds of

m Na“()bl. matves were employed, wder the

e Jdirectivus of the officers, and she

Ik able ta gt off successfully  on

FORCED LANDING NEAR Momday, rveaching Nairobi withant

MPIKA. ¢ [terther mishap. |

g { Ilop  passengers  ineluded  Nip !

—n N 1iHnbert Yoing, Governop of N)xm;\-l

Clamels Wi i aerking o trip mi

Three days lute, the. Jwperinl Caivo: Sie Bosl Blacketi smd - Sie

‘| Airways liner **Avtemis' Junded on — 'Philip Reckitt. ¢ |

:?:;l{l"(\hi uormlm;m- om 'l‘uc-nln.v at '
220 pom. A shond  stop  for' re-

fm_.m.l:z' and for.thie “g.,g‘.,, aud ! The two last named have been

crews to obtain lunch, and she left o hsiness trips in the south. Sir

within the hour for Kisumu.  IHere Basil Blackete, - the  well known

‘|a change over will be made to an.
Hathey machine for the next stage
Jfof the tvip to London,

The ““Artemis,” on account  of
bad vishility, ad to make  land.
ing i the bush some 90 iles from
DMpika. Chicr Pilot Attwood stated
“that he had no other alternative, in

Buancier, duving o visit to Nairobi
i clamiaey, addrvessed o Juncheon
weeting of Nairohi Rotary Club.
Sie: Phitip Reekitt is head of the
well-huown tion of  Reekitt  and
Sons, Lo e was accampunied
by Miss Leckitt.

view of the heavy weather which oo Alubare. Young. il e Pl
he met, and béeause hie had  Jost i Ii!m-lu'u e e
Mpika. Ty landing, the starbourd O'tlagan. AD.C..oand taken il
tyre was punetured. Juneh ‘“'."'" the  Acting “u\"'l‘""r'.‘

Salisbury was eommunicaled with veinming o the acradvome o few !
by wireless, a pin point being prick- pites hefore e voaehin Left, !
al. and a wachine from the Rho- k

[desian Air Survey enme out with o
replacenent and petrol. On the
following day, this machine, o Puss
IMoth, tuok ~ Khe pasgengers inta
Alpika, where they vemaived until
[the “Avtemis® was weady ta pro-
‘m'ml.
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330715 — Indian Trans-Continental Airways — “Athena” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class
— G-ABTK — Asansol, India — Karachi-Calcutta route

Captain unknown

The Times of 17 July reported, “The Imperial Airways liner ‘Athena’ had to descend on Saturday at
Asansol, 120 miles short of Calcutta. The air mail was taken on by train and arrived at 7 a.m. yesterday.”
After leaving Allahabad, the aircraft encountered strong headwinds, which made it necessary to land at
Asansol for fuel. The tail wheel was slightly damaged and “Athena” became bogged down in the wet
ground from heavy rain all during the previous night. The aircraft was unable to take off, and the mail
was carried onward by rail. No covers are known in collectors” hands.

5 &!ggg_kvau,.Port Adrian de Bron.. Quadrimoteur  sammercial,
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331218 — Imperial Airways — “Horsa” — Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — G-AAUC — Khartoum,
Sudan — South Africa-Great Britain route

Captain unknown

The northbound “Amalthea” departed Johannesburg on December 13", At Salisbury, on takeoff, one
engine failed and the following day, the passengers and mail were transferred to the “Artemis”. Time was
made up and the mail and passengers were transferred to the “Horsa”. At Khartoum, on takeoft,

“Horsa’s” wing tip struck the southbound “Helena’s” wing, causing enough damage to delay the flight
one day for repairs. One card and one cover are known, as shown.

Covers From This Incident — No Special Markings Were Applied
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331230 (Nierinck 331230) — Imperial Airways — “Apollo” — Avro Ten — G-ABLU — Ruysselede, Belgium
— Cologne-Brussels-London route

Captain John “Jack” Gittins & First Officer H. G. Loch

The plane took off from Haren and due to fog, was flying low. When flying over Ruysselede, the aircraft
hit a radio station antenna mast, and then the strut of the mast. The aircraft lost a wing and crashed. It
then caught fire and was burned out. The pilots and eight passengers were killed.

The greater part of the mail was lost. A small amount of mail was recovered, and a black cachet was
applied, as shown.

Hopkins % reported a cover from Cologne, Germany postmarked 30.12.33, addressed to London. It was
considerably stained by burning and showed three strikes of the boxed “DAMAGED/BY FIRE” 13 x 39
mm overall. On the back was a routine “postmaster’s Apology” label which was date stamped
“LONDON 2 JA 34”. '
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Avro Ten — G-ABLU — “Apollo”
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331230 (Nierinck 331230) — Imperial Airways — “Apollo” — Avro Ten — G-ABLU — Ruysselede, Belgium
(continued)

l THREE KILLED
TR IN “. T
3 “ AIR LINER. CRASH

FOG DISASTER TO
ENGLISH ‘PLANE
GRAVE CONDITION OF

SURVIVORS

PASSENGER’S LONG
CRAWL FOR AID

‘The Imperial Airways liner, City of
. Washington, bound from Paris to
London, crashed to the south of
Boulogne at one o’clock yesterday
‘afternoon during a fog.

Three persons were killed and three
injured. = Their names are:

; Deap
Mr. Street, an American, sccretary of
the G. W. Caarnricle Co., of 24, Mount
. Pleasant. Avenue, Nowark, N.J, .
*"Mr. ATC. James, a ground enginser of
Imperial Airways, of 40, Forest-avenue,
Fisﬁponds, Bristol, who was coming home
on leave.

Mr. I, H. Mason, the mechanic, whose
home ~address is -2, Rosslyn-villas,
Cheltenham. :

INJURED
Mr. H. Bolsover, of Manchester.
Mr. T, J. Tompkins, of Manchester.
Mr. J. J. Flynn, of Croydon, the pilot.
I'he survivors are now in hospital at
Boulogne. They are unconscious, and
their condition is said to be very
serious.

One of the passengers, whose leg
 was injured, crawled for about a mile

to summon help, but collapsed by the
roadside. As a result of his heroism
his leg had to be amputated.

The crash is said to have been due
to the fact that one of the engines
failed. The pilot went on slowly _in
the dense fog with the other engine
searching for a suitable spot where he
could land. B

Then infortunafely a sudden” gust
caught the ’plane and drove it down
on to a small hill. The liner was
wrecled, but did not catch fire. A
watch found iii the débris had stopped
at 12.30.-. - S

Imperidl Airways, inh a statement
issued last evening, says: P
! \ consulting engineer and officials
i of the company have left for the
| scene of the accident, :
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340101 — Imperial Airways — “Horatius” — Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — G-AAXD — Berck,
France

Captain L.A. Walters

The aircraft was damaged on the ground. No other details are available.

WORATIUS ; MIFLRIAL MEWAYE AR Liwiw, na

Handley Page HP 42 Heracles Class — “Horatius”

340309 — Imperial Airways — “Helena” — Handley Page HP42 — G-AAXF — Alexandria, Egypt

Captain & 1* officer unknown

“Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports” of 15 March 1934 stated, “London, Mar. 10. — The Imperial Airways
plane Helena, G-A4XF, which was carrying the outward Indian air mail, damaged her tail when leaving
Alexandria on Mar. 9. The mail was transferred to the Hanno, G-44AUD, which left for Gaza at 7.10 this

morning.”

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

| AN IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AIR LINER OF THE HEWACLES CLASS.

Handley Page HP42 — “Helena”
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340415 - Indian Trans-Continental Airways — “Arethusa” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — VT-AEF — Kuala Lumpur, Malaya — Malaya-Great Britain route

Captain Roger P. Mollard

When landing at Kuala Lumpur, the aircraft sank up to her axles in soft ground. Although three Imperial
Airways aircraft had previously used the airfield and done taxying tests, the Arethusa’s 10-ton weight
proved too much for one soggy patch. The large crowd of applauding onlookers were horrified to see the
landing run end abruptly with the aircraft lurching up onto its nose, as its wheels imbedded themselves
into the mud. It took 9% hours and the combined efforts of the Kuala Lumpur Fire Brigade, the Malayan
Railway and a large number of willing helpers to free the aircraft from the mud. The aircraft was not
damaged and it continued on its way the same day.

No mail is known

Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class — “Arethusa”

340505 — Indian Trans-Continental Airways — “Aurora” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class
- VI-AEG - Calcutta, India — Karachi-Calcutta-Singapore route

Captain & 1 officer unknown

Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports of 11 May reported that when Aurora was about to depart from
Calcutta for Singapore on 5 May, an air bottle exploded and blew away practically the whole of the
bottom of the aircraft. The Astraeca was summoned from Singapore and made a successful midnight
landing at Dum Dum to take over the service on the morning of 7 May. No mail is known

Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class — “Aurora”

9




340612 — Indian Trans-Continental Airways — “Arethusa” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — VT-AEF — Jodhpur, India — Singapore-Karachi route

Captain & 1* officer unknown

The Times of London of 14 June 1934 reported:
“A Transcontinental Airways liner, westward bound, hit an acrodrome boundary post at JODHPUR
while making a landing by night and damaged her fuselage. The Imperial Airways liner Helena,
which was waiting at Karachi, fetched the mails and passengers from Jodhpur and is to leave

Karachi for Basra to-day.”

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class — “Arethusa”

340803 — Imperial Airways — “Scylla” — Short L17 — G-ACJJ — Le Bourget Airport, Paris, France —
London-Paris route

Pilot & 1* officer unknown

The aircraft, arriving from Croydon at 10:00 a.m., landed near the north end of the aerodrome and was
taxiing towards the terminal building when it suddenly nosed over, apparently owing to an accidental
application of the wheel brakes. It came to rest with the nose on the ground and the tail high in the air.
No one was injured and the passengers were able to get out through the door of the forward cabin without
any difficulty. No other details are available.

The mail was not damaged and no covers are known in collectors’ hands.

<9

Short L17 — “Scylla”
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350116 — Imperial Airways — “Athena” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class — G-ABTK —
near Point Stuart, Australia — Great Britain-Australia route

Captain Vernon G. Wilson

Just after midnight on the 16" of January, “Athena” had taken off from Koepang in good weather, for the
crossing of the Timor Sea to Darwin. It had left Singapore a day behind schedule, and the pilot was
attempting to make up time by flying, without rest, through the night. There were no proper facilities for
night flying on the route, and it was in fact, prohibited. Half way across the Timor Sea, the aircraft
encountered a violent storm of thunder and lightning. It reached the coast after four and a half hours, just
before dawn. The Captain was unable to sight the Darwin Airport, so he followed the coast eastward.
The direction-finding equipment was out of order because of static and he was afraid to put out the aerials
because they would attract fireworks from the lightning. The fuel was getting low, so he decided to make
a forced landing. He flew on to the northwestern side of Point Stuart, to a ridge surrounded by a swamp

and landed there. “Athena” was soon found by Qantas pilot Captain Hussey, flying from Darwin in a
DH-61.

He landed safely alongside “Athena”, checked that the passengers and crew were all right, and then took
off for Darwin to bring back fuel. However, he struck a bog at high speed, and the propeller hit the mud,
and disintegrated. Some native boys helped to dig out the Qantas aircraft, and 100 gallons of fuel were
transferred to “Athena”. “Athena” was able to take-off, taking Captain Hussey along, and it arrived

safely in Darwin. The mail was sent onward the following day. No covers are known in collectors’
hands.
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The Athena, one of Imperial Airways’ Armstrong Whitworth Atalanta monoplanes, seen at Karachi.

Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class — “Athena”
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350227 — Imperial Airways — “Hanno” — Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — G-AAUD — Rutbah
Wells, Iraq

1 Captain L. W. Menenger

“Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports” of 8 March stated, “London, Mar. 1. — When the Imperial Airways
plane “Hanno™” was landing at Rutbah on Wednesday (Feb. 27) she struck a ridge and damaged her
undercarriage. The Horsa was commissioned to take over the outward Australian mails and left Rutbah
early today.” No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

HANNO IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AIR LINER. K.1601

Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — “Hanno”

350522 — Imperial Airways — “Delia” — De Havilland DH.86 Diana Class — G-ACWC — Brindisi, Italy

Captain Ferguson

According to Brackley 48 the aircraft crashed.. No other details are available, and no mail is known.

De Havilland DH.86 Diana Class — “Delia”
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350713 — Imperial Airways — Aircraft unknown — Bushire, Persia
Pilot & 1*" officer unknown

Proud ** reports that the westbound flight leaving Bandoeng on 13 July 1935, crashed near Bushire,
destroying the mail. No other details are known, and no covers have been recorded.

350825 — Imperial Airways — De Havilland DH83 — VO-ABC — St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada
Pilot & 1*" officer unknown

Imperial was operating a service on behalf of the Newfoundland Government, including the carriage of
mail. The aircraft was wrecked in a gale. No other details are known and no mail is known in collectors’
hands.

FOR LONGER
LEAVE IN

ENGLAND

FLY HOME
INCLUSIVE FARES
‘NO EXTRAS'




351007 (Nierinck 351006) — Imperial Airways — “Hanno” — Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — G-
AAUD — Kampala, Uganda — Great Britain-South Africa route

Captain J. T. Percy

Flying south, a lightning strike burst a tyre between Masindi and Kampala. On landing at Kampala, the
aircraft over-ran the runway, and ended up pitched onto its nose. The propellers of both upper engines
pierced the fuselage. The Captain was thrown out of the cockpit. Both pilots suffered concussions, but
none of the passengers were injured.

“Atalanta” flew up from Kisumu to carry the passengers and mail to points south of Nairobi. Wilson
Airways carried the mail for Kisumu and Nairobi. The mail was not damaged and no special markings
were applied. Four covers are known, as shown

AIR LINER YWRECKED IN
EAST AFRICA

PASSENGERS AND CREW
UNHURT

The Imperial Airways liner Haano,
flying southward on the London and Cape-
town service, overturned in landing at
Kampula, Uganda, on Monday evening.
Our Kampala Correspondent telegraphs
that the acroplune was wrecked and the
pilot, Captain J. T. Percy, thrown out of
his cockpit, but the passengers and crew
were unhurt.

The Hanno is a machine of the Han-
nibal class. After landing at Kampala. the
airport for Entcbbe, she should have flown
on to Kisumu, where passengers and mails
arc transferred 1o an Atalanta type mono-
plane for the completion of the journey to
Capetown. News of the accident was sent
to Kisumu., and tht machine waiting
there was flown to Kampala, 150 miles

}M 1 7 TENO ke o u\\:l:_\)'. to take o;crllhc H:}Sno's_passcngcrs.
%d (TR ﬁ, fai‘\» &’W ,ﬁi, he cause of the accident is stated to
J"&'"“‘&g”\“ﬁ i m have been a burst tyre.  Imperial Airways

in London were unable to confirm a
report that the acroplane had been

Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — “Hanno” struck by lightning and the tyre thus
damaged in mid-air.

photo ex-Vic Groves archive

courtesy of Dr. Eric R. Coulton uﬂ'ﬂ Tl'm¢5lll 5"_“ DCTobﬂ' {9}5
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351007 (Nierinck 351006) — Imperial Airways — “Hanno” — Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — G-
AAUD — Kampala, Uganda (continued)
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351010 — Imperial Airways — “Syrinx” — Short L17 Scylla Class — G-ACJK - Evere Airport, Brussels,
Belgium — London-Brussels route

Captain A. S. Wilcockson & First Officer H.O. Woodhouse

After flying unscathed though a terrific gale, “Syrinx” was hit by a strong gust of wind (estimated at 65
mph) after landing at Evere. The aircraft turned onto its right wing, it crumpled up and stood on its nose.
Another gust turned it over onto its back. One of the passengers had a fractured collar bone. No mail is

known in collectors’ hands.

[n “Croydon Airport 1928-1939 — The Great Days” 4 Captain Wilcockson recalled that the two Short
L.17s, Scylla and Syrinx as being “undoubtedly two of the most unpleasant aircraft from both the
passenger and pilot point of view. In bumpy weather they wallowed all over the sky and the controls
were heavy and inefficient.”

351022 — Imperial Airways — “Draco” — De Havilland DH.86 Diana Class — G-ADCM — Zwettl, Austria

Acting Captain N. J. Capper & Radio Operator Mr. W. Carson

After leaving Vienna at 11:45 am. ona flight to Budapest, Hungary, the aircraft encountered bad weather
and ice formation on the wings. According to the reports, the machine was flying in fog and suddenly
encountered a patch of moist icy air. The ground was covered with snow, and what looked like a meadow
suitable for landing proved to be a clearing in a forest full of tree stumps. The aircraft was badly
damaged. The pilot and radio operator were hurt slightly, and the three passengers escaped injury.

No covers are known in collectors’ hands.

De Havilland DH.86 Diana Class — G-ADCM - “Draco”
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351025 (Nierinck 351025) — Imperial Airways — “Britomart” — Boulton & Paul P.71A Boadicea Class —
G-ACOY — Brussels, Belgium

Acting Captain V. A. Dawson & Radio Operator Mr. Scott

The aircraft undershot its landing at Evere Aerodrome and crashed into a field. The seven passengers and ‘
crew escaped with minor injuries. No covers are known in collectors’ hands.

Boulton & Paul P.71A Boadicea Class — G-ACOY — “Britomart”

351102 (Nierinck 351102) — Imperial Airways — “Astraea” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — G-ABTL — Rangoon, Burma — Great Britain-Australia route

Captain J. S. Sheppard

On landing, the aircraft skidded on a wet runway and crashed through the boundary fence, slightly
damaging the starboard wing tip and the cabin floor. Captain Sheppard was slightly hurt in the leg, but
the two passengers were unhurt.

The flight was carrying mail, including letters from Great Britain, South Africa and India. A cover is

known with a hand written explanation, as shown. Another cover is known from Cape Town to Rangoon
with the following handwritten note:

“Delivered by the Astraea which crashed on landing at Rangoon on Nov 2™ 1935~
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351103 (Nierinck 351103A) — Imperial Airways — “Atalanta” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta

Class — G-ABTI — Kisumu, Kenya — Great Britain-South Africa route

Captain P.C. Ginn & First Officer R.C. Reid

The aircraft had left Juba, on the Nile, and was trying to make up time lost in the southbound service
because of bad weather over the Mediterranean. On takeoff from Kisumu in the dark at 4 a.m., it hit some
trees and was badly damaged. The pilots each suffered a concussion, First Officer Reid fractured his

collarbone, but none of the passengers were injured.

The mail was not damaged, and three covers have been recorded, two of which are shown. The mail and

passengers were taken to Nairobi by the “City of Jodhpur”, and a Wilson Airways aircraft.

Hopkins " reported a cover date stamped “LONDON 6.45 PM 26 OC 35” on a 6d stamp. The cover was
undamaged.

ﬂ” g—
[IMPERIALAIRVAYS

“The East African Standard” page 26, Friday, November 8,

) Air Liner Wrecked

at Kisumu

CRASH WHEN TAKING OFF
IN THE DARKNESS

Officers Injured

PASSENGERS HAVE TO SCRAMBLE
THROUGH CABIN WINDOWS

The Imperial Airways liner, *R.M.A. “Atalanta,” carry.
ing nine passengers, a crew of two, freight and mails,
southwards, was totally wrecked® when she struck a
tree shortly after taking off from Kisumu in the carly
hours of Sunday morning,

The two llncu[bers of the crew, Captain Ginn and First
Officer 1eid, who were thrown through the windscreen
when the crash took place, received concussion, and
the latter in addition a broken collarbone.

All the passengers had an escape which was described by
one as “‘miraculous."” They had to climb through the
windows of the partially smashed cabin, and one slight
cut was the only injury sustained in the whole number,
among whom were two ladies, Lord Balfour of Burleigh
(on a visit to Kenya) snd several promineat Johannes.
burg business men,

LORD BALFOUR OF AIR CRASH ENQUIRY
IGH Passengers’ Mementoes
= of Their Escape
SRy The “East  Africun  Stundard”*
Fortnight's Visit to i informed bt un K
wuiry ine the Kiswnt  wceident
East Afirca t the Duperial  Aireuys liner,
IALA. *Atalanta™ will be held in
— thie course of u few
Lord Balfour of Budeigh, who Home of the _pemonpwe, who
Ll e eatoieis a coutinual u..l.pv.‘...- iwanl jourucy
Nk D0 & Lopgaury: carried picees of tha weoeked “plane

tho ill-futed **Atalanta’* which wis
numph:(::f' wrecked at Risuwu carly
on Sunday morojog urrived 0
Nairobi by wir on Sunduy after-
uooa. He js visiling Eust Africa
in his capucity us u director of the
Standurd Bank of South Africa
aod durjug his fortaight's sluy
hopes to seo us much ae possiblo
of the territories.

Lord Bulfour jateuds to do wost
of Lis travelling in Bust Alrics by
air. To-day he will ly 1w Mow-
bars und frow thete will zo to
Moshi, returning in a low days to
Nuirobi, Later ho will visit
Alwanzu aud his tour will cud with
& few duys’ stay ut Entebbe from
where bo hopes (o return homo by
the Imperial  Airways wmachise
leaving oa November 10.

‘This is Lord Balfour's first vist
| to East Africa, Fivo years ago be
{ speat sowe timo in the Unioa.

o wcenteas  of  theic thalliug !
expenivuce and furlusate cwapo,

———




351103 (Nierinck 351103A) — Imperial Airways — “Atalanta” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — G-ABTI — Kisumu, Kenya (continued)

" “T,B, Sheth Esq.,
4 PostEBoxi350,  “aii
" Dar-Es-Salaam
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Two Covers From the “Atalanta” Crash

351109 (Nierinck 351109) — Imperial Airways — “Sylvanus” — Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFB —
Brindisi, Italy

Captain D. H. Drew, Engineer J. McKeag & Engineer J. H. Brammah

The aircraft caught fire when refueling and was totally destroyed. 10 passengers and 3 crew members

were onboard. 12 died and one was seriously injured. It is not known if mail was onboard, and no covers
are known in collectors’ hands.

Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — “Sylvanus”

DIRECT AIR MAILS TO INDIA aad BRITISH EAST AFIICA

lesve London every Saturday moming. The countries setved =
and the combined postage and air fees are as follows :—

Each } Each ad-
Fint ,m;,t,"d Fitst divional
[ g weiy o Lor
Egypt & Palestine 334 23, | Sudun Sd.f Ad.
Trag 6d.| 44,
Fanis 73] sid. | S Tanpyiiat| 7 6.
India (L'"}':.'Tum OS5 | iy rgtan Congols | 84|11 6u.
v (by airto Delhi)| U | 7d. (cia Sudan)

For gain in time in transit over ordinary routes and full particulars
sec Air Mail leatlet obtainable free of charge at any Post Ollice.

Page From Airmail Etiquette Booklet
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351123 (Nierinck 351123) — Imperial Airways — “City of Jodhpur” — De Havilland DH 66 Hercules — G-
ABCP — Entebbe, Uganda

Acting Captain Gareth E. Klein & Wireless Operator T. Morris

The southbound flight, carrying mail only, lost its propeller and made a forced landing in a swamp ten
miles northwest of Entebbe. The rescuers had to go in by canoe for three miles, and then had to struggle
waist deep through the swamp for two hours.

The mail was recovered and it reached Entebbe at 8:00 p.m. the same day. It was checked and then
dispatched by road to Kampala. No special markings were applied, and no covers are known in
collectors’ hands.

After the Forced Landing — photo ex-Vic Groves archive, courtesy of Dr. Eric R. Coulton

86

#




351231 (Nierinck 351231) — Imperial Airways — “City of Khartoum” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AASJ -
Alexandria, Egypt — Great Britain — Asia route

Captain Vernon G. Wilson, Flight Engineer H. C. Amor & Wireless Operator H. K. A. Baker

The aircraft was approaching a flare path for landing at Alexandria Harbour after dark. The aircraft
apparently ran out of fuel, as all three engines stopped at a height of about 600 feet, and it dived into the
sea. The aircraft sank immediately after hitting the water. Most of the crew and passengers were unable
to get out of the aircraft. Captain Wilson and two passengers were the only survivors, as they were able
to hold onto a piece of the wreckage for five hours before being picked up by the destroyer HMS
Brilliant. The other 3 crew members and 9 passengers died. It was believed that Captain Wilson had
been able to escape through a sliding window in the cockpit, and he was an accomplished swimmer.

The subsequent inquiry established that lack of fuel was the cause of the accident. The fuel gauges were
known to be inaccurate and the situation was made worse by the incorrect adjustment of the fuel jets in
the carburetors, thus increasing consumption by 10%.

Captain Wilson was summarily dismissed by Imperial Airways, along with several other pilots, in 1937,
with no reason given. The pilots had apparently been critical of the company in matters of aircraft
equipment and flight security.

71 bags (390 kg) of mail were recovered a week after the accident. The Indian mail was spread out to dry
on the lawns of the General Post Office at Bombay. After being dried, it was forwarded to the various
destinations. The Australian mail was dried in a bakery in Melbourne. Only about 1% of the letters was
undeliverable. Many different cachets, labels and mimeograph explanations were used by the various
destination post offices to explain the damaged covers.

Hopkins '° reported the following: “I had .... two covers addressed to Hong Kong. In each case the
departure marks have been washed off with the adhesives and there is no clue as to origin, except that one
came from somewhere in Kent, and a note enclosed in the other after receipt to say it was posted at
Westward Ho!, North Devon. Both have a Hong Kong Officially Sealed label on the back, tied by a date
stamp of Victoria, Hong Kong 19 JA 36. Each has the boxed legend “RECEIVED DAMAGED/AT
HONG KONG” 59 x 15 mm overall.” Duncan Crewe reports three covers to Hong Kong.

Field '® reported “71 bags destined for Egypt, Palestine, Iraq, India, Siam, Malaya and Australia was
salvaged after almost a week’s immersion and was forwarded by boat.”

THE SA]LV]EJD AIR MAJ[LJ

b}
Indion Air Crash Mails
'| City of Khartoum Crash 1935

On _3/sf Dec. 1935, the Ilmperial
Airways Shork ‘Calcutto Flying boat
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351231 (Nierinck 351231) — Imperial Airways — “City of Khartoum” —

Alexandria, Egypt (continued)
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351231 (Nierinck 351231) — Imperial Airways — “City of Khartoum” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AASJ —
Alexandria, Egypt (continued)

ECEIVED OPENEX
"CITY OF KHARTOQUIL™
SEALED TN ABADAN. ‘

General Post Office,

SYDNEY.
- Ly SUUt 1, g SCBRet : 17th January, 1936.
Type “f” — Label on covers to '
Abadan, Iran The enclosed article has heen damaged
- by sea water. It was part of the air mail -
from the United Kingdom carried by the
Air Cl‘aSh British Air Liner “City of Khartoum” which
Recalled was lost in the Mediterranean Sea.
HXT 20 L,{T ' -
MAIL REACHES : Yours faithfully, :
HONGKONG
Soaked air mail dotters smelling of J. 5. DUNCAN
et e dpd i Dnieruellifand Derity Direct
Tage air L W oL epu irector, }
lingr*and Ewelvo:lives were Jost; wer Posts and Telegraphs.

delivered in Hongkong this morning.
‘A brief.ufficial notice from the Post
Office of Alexandria states that the
mail was salvaged by divers from the
alr liner, City of Khartoum, which L
crashed into the sea a mile and a half _—
outside the harbour em Dacember 30
with the loss of 12 lives. ; [
The mail was re-packed and sent to
Singapore from which port the Italian
|ir‘:v:rl Vii:lorin Ob&ouzht iil y:ster;:‘uy. 58
The local Post ce stated that there . .
was only a small mail for Hongkony, Type ga= Explanatlon from Sydney, Australla
Ir auding seven registerad letters. Al
wero wet and show signs of theit
immersion in the sea,
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Type “h” — Cachet — Violet — Applied by GPO Melbourne
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351231 (Nierinck 351231) — Imperial Airways — “City of Khartoum” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AASJ -
Alexandria, Egypt (continued)

Box 1140'K ="6.7.0.
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Label on mall to Basrah 'Iraq

yp “l”

Type “K” — Label on mail to Palestlne |

! ' COMUONWEALTH _OF _AUSTRALIA.

e

|

| )

’, Telephone - F,3615, Genaral Post Office,
PERTH., W.A..

Dear S8ir or Maiam, .

The énnlosed air mail letter sustainei
jamage through immersion in thc sca, when the rlying
toat "City »f Khartoun" crashed off Alexandria, Bgypt,

on 1/12/35.

The condition of the article is due to
causes outside the confrol of this Department,

Yours faithfully,

| T, J, Hart,
Buperintendent of Mails. |

Loiantnsis : > - —

Type “m” — Explanation From GPO Perth, Austraiia
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351231 (Nierinck 351231) — Imperial Airways — “City of Khartoum” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AASJ —
Alexandria, Egypt (continued)

ON H

~.

B wn- - - S
S N ot e e Goi

Type “0” — Label — Applied by Hobart, Type “p” — Ambulance Cover from Sydney Dead
Tasmania, Australia Post Office — The same Letter Office

abel was affixed to covers by the Melbourne

Post Office

“Type “q” — Label from P

ona,dia e RS T e

Type “r” — Manuscript from Poona,
India
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“City of Khartoum” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AAS] —

351231 (Nierinck 351231) - Imperial Airways —
Alexandria, Egypt (continued)

& 13
St pirmadils. suved Lrom the Impericl @irwvays
waohine wocldentelly, weeeked near. Alexandriu -
on olst I)(:dembha 1955. ‘

Type “s” — Label from Thailand
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utch

-11ve8. froih“wreck of Aircra@"
‘ CITY .‘OF KHARTOUM

Aot R

,'l—‘ ' :f:.‘\ .~-..-. = - - " .f,!_ 3 5. 8
Type “u” — Label From Soerabaja, D
East Indies

Type “y” — Typewritten directly on cover at
Penang, Malaya
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351231 (Nierinck 351231) — Imperial Airways — “City of Khartoum” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AASJ -
Alexandria, Egypt (continued)
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17 x 21
Type “w” — Letter From Postmaster, Footscray, Australia

Type “x” — Mail to Netherlands Indies with a manuscript note — Red — Recorded by
Nierinck® but no example was shown

AIR MAIL LABELS

S

THESE BOOXS OBTAINABLE FREE AT POST OFFICES

IMPERIAL T AR




Alexandria, Egypt (continued)

. “""‘/M

Indian Posts and

351231 (Nierinck 351231) — Imperial Airways — “City of Khartoum” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AAS] -

legraphs Depa.rtmen

N
:

pETCS

Typ e “y”

W’:QV,/

Bearing the marks of immersion in 10
futhoms of Mediterrancan  water and
from two days in a pic oven at the
G.P.O. cafeteria. more_thah 2000 letters
recovered from the air liner, the City
of Khartoum. which crashed on New
Ycars Eve, were delivered in the city

Many of the letters were slightly de-|
faced and charred.

Magnifying Glasses
To Aid Sorters

|
i
|
|

Postal officials hard at work loday

| l sorting and re-nddressing the sodden
| + mails salvaged from the lost Imperial
A

I Alrways lmer, City of Khartoum.
i magnifying gluss was used o declpher

I some of the names after the contents
| of the mail bags had been dried in
the

e G.P.O. eafe ovens,

MAIL FROM SUNK AIR |
LINER BAKED IN OVEN |

Arriving sodden on Frlda{ the letters
were watched by the special officer dur-
ing their week-end in the gas oven, and
it was found ecarly today that not more
than 1 per cent. of the mail could not
be_delivered.

The services of the handwriting expert
in_the sorting room were not need i

Onc of the lcucts addressed to llolham

1 almost

X

Maéwaf-é /f//%.?é.,ﬂa,,/-

21?”*‘/

e

B.8 AS
(.9 Sr\’c.,ér_(f)

_ Indian Posts & Telegraphs Department Ambulance Cover with manuscript

CPM. 9. :
!'OSTMASTER-GENERAL'S'DEPAITIII“. |

' FOUND OPEN.

e E)JESSC%L_ESI‘DM
Type “z” — Label From Brisbane,

Australia Dead Letter Office

MELBOURNE NEWSPAPER CLIPPING - 20 JANUARY 1936
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360101 — Imperial Airways — Westland Wessex — G-ABEG — Chirindu, Northern Rhodesia

Captain & 1* officer unknown

Listed by Munson *, A.S. Jackson °, A.J. Jackson "> & Denham © as a crash landing. No other information
is available, and no mail is known.

Westland Wessex — G-ABEG

There is a
regular Air
Service by

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

THE BRITISH AIR LINE to ITALY, GREECE, EGYPT, IRAQ,
PERSYA, INDIA, EAST & CENTRAL AFRICA and THE EAST

Particulars from any Post Office, or from

Airways House, After July—London Air Terminus,
2 Charles Street, Victoria Station (Continental

Haymarket, S.W.1. Departures), S.W.1.

Telephone>—Regent 7861. Telephone :—Victoria 8242,

[Photo :  Pholopress.

LOADING MAILS AT CROYDON
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360210 (Nierinck 360210) — Imperial Airways — «“Artemis” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — G-ABTJ — Pietersburg, South Africa — Great Britain-South Africa route

Captain John Spafford & First Officer G. Beckham

The flight had left London on the 2™ of February. On take-off from Pietersburg shortly after 8 p.m., with
the aid of flares, the aircraft crashed into a group of trees on the edge of the aerodrome. The aerodrome
was rain sodden, which hindered the aircraft in gaining sufficient speed and altitude to clear the trees.
The aircraft was badly damaged, but there was no loss of life. The Captain and First Officer were badly
injured, but the six passengers escaped with minor injuries and shock.

A Dragon Rapide of Affrican Air Transport Company was immediately chartered by Imperial to bring
their manager and engineering superintendent to the scene of the accident, and bring the mail to
Germiston. However, on the way to Pietersburg, this aircraft ran out of fuel and was forced to land in the
veld six miles from the Pietersburg Aerodrome. The mail was not damaged, and it was sent on its way,
without any cachet or special markings, to Germiston by train. Therefore, covers are difficult to identify.
One cover which was addressed to Durban, South Africa, was backstamped there on the 12" of February.

Approximately 10 covers have been recorded.

e e { TAIL REARED HIGH.IN. THE AIR.
"ne ‘wieck of the Imperial Alrways, liner Artemis, which crashed in. the
{recs ‘near Pletersburg aerodrome last night when. taking oft-in’ the' dark
for. Johannesburg. The: machine, after striking the trees, nose-dived into
the ground;, Half; 3 page of illustratlons of this - remarkable, _sccldent

T appears: elsewhere In (his lssue.: AT TR

Photo from The Johannesburg Star
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360210 (Nierinck 360210) — Imperial Airways — “Artemis” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta

Class — G-ABTJ — Pietersburg, South Africa (continued)

= S

DAVIES BROS. & CO., Estate Agents, Bulawayo. l

L

BY-AIR MAIL 2

\

L. A. Wyndham, Fsqr.,
ggi;qo o Anneéi:ly?

Most (but not all) Covers Were Autographed By The Captain John Spafford

Imperial  Airways Liner

| W}'ecked

‘,zl(;jt's’« Legs Broken. And Six
~ Passengers

“Unjured

|

.;_'Ma’chin:e‘Ploughs _szrough Tops Of Trees For 200
; ' Yards Before Crashing '

o v o okt &
. JOHANNESBURG, Feb,
“The Imperial Airways liner” Arte-
mis, - southward bound,’ crashed’ in
taking -off “ at - Pletersburg at about
eight o'clock to-night.'The two pilots,
Captain Stafford and CaplginDeek-
man, are in. hospital suffering- from
broken legs, while the six passengers
fortunately escaped -with shock” and
bruises,. four being taken Lo ‘hospital
but only two detlained. Some of the
passengers .injured themselves ‘while
climbing out of Lhe cabins and jump-
ing to tho ground. .. SR Ly
The machine had taken off in a
northerly  direction and.in turning
over a small ‘plantation to pick up
the southerly dourse to .Germiston

appeared to lose height.” .
- It ploughed through tops of trees

BRF ey PRI
N

; ' y
L ‘CORRESPONDENT.) -~
o TR S < 5 .
carth with its nose in the ground

and tail in the air. The machine
Is stated to-be wrecked.

The Imperial Airways issued a state-
ment to-night that the machine,
which was due at the Rand Airport
to-night, was damaged while taking
off at Pietersburg, the passengers
sustaining- slight shock; while two
members of the crew were injured.

A military plane is leaving Roberts
Heights early to-morrow morning to
convey officials to the scene of the
accident to carry out an mnspection.

It is hoped to arrange for lhe mail
from London to be brought to Johan-
nesburg this morning.

South African Airways is post-
poning the departure of the morning
planes to Capetown and Durban in
order to connect with the arriyal of

for 200 yards before coming to

the mail from the north. °

The Natal

e

Mercury.

Ith February 1936.

A Mishap at Pietersburg

1 Armstrong Whitworth air liner Artemis, Southbound

on the Imperial Airways service, crashed on Feb. 10 when
leaving Pietersburg  aerodrome for Johannesburg. Capn.
John Spafford broke a leg and Mr. G. N. Beckman, the first
officer, broke an arm. Cables state that one passenger was
taken to hospital and the other five were not scriously hurt.

The aecrodrome was sodden through heavy rmins and the
Artentis had difficulty in gotting off.  \Which is another cause
for wonder why nnlYIing has been done about variable-pitch
airscrews since Dr, Ilele-Shaw's lecture eight years ago on
the V. P. screw which he had already patented.

After clearing the boundary fence the machine lost height
and its undercarringe tore {hrough the tops of a blue-gum
plantation for 100 yds.” The machine struck a particularly
tall tree, spun round and put its nose into the ground. The
control cabin was apparently the worst-damaged part of the
machine.

Imperial Airways now have the following acroplanes of the
same class working this section of the route (l‘mm IKisumu
Southward): Amalthea (G—ABTG), Andromeda (G—ABTII),
Astreea (G-ABTIL.).

The Aceroplane.
19 - 2-36,




360324 — Imperial Airways — “City of Swanage” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AATZ — in Mediterranean
between Alexandria and Athens

Pilot & 1% officer unknown

The aircraft force-landed in the sea with engine trouble. After 2% hours, the problem was rectified and
she resumed her flight. No mail is known.

Short S.8 Calcutta — G-AATZ — “City of Swanage”

360509 — Imperial Airways — “Dardanus” — De Havilland DH-86 Diana Class — G-ADUE — Erkelenz,
Germany — London-Cologne route

Captain & 1* officer unknown
The aircraft was enroute to Cologne with eleven passengers. Due to a break in the petrol pipes and fog,

the pilot had to make a forced landing at Erkelenz. No other information is available and no mail is
known.

DH. 786a" = 2 : e
» AFROPLANE

Four-engined twelve.seater Air Liner

De Havilland DH-86 Diana Class — “Dardanus”
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360810 (Nierinck 360810) — Imperial Airways — Vickers 212 Vellox — G-ABKY — Wallington, Great
Britain — London-Paris route

Acting Captain L. F. Hastings “Laddie” Orr, First Officer Stanley Miles Fergusson, Radio Operator
Robert Arbuckle & Radio Operator J. D. Dear

After a night take-off from Croydon, the engine failed, causing a stall, and the plane crashed onto a house
in Hillside Gardens, in the suburbs of Wallington. It caught fire and was destroyed. All four crew
members were killed.

Most of the mail consisted of newspapers and printed matter. No covers have been recorded in collectors’
hands.

ietal and charred woodwa % tell their grim story whilst tho: damaged roofs give somo fdea of the forre
of the impact when the ‘planc hurt led fo its doom.




360822 (Nierinck 360822) — Imperial Airways — “Scipio” — Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFA -
Mirabella Bay, Crete, Greece — Australia-Great Britain route

Captain A. S. Wilcockson, First Officer S. G. Long & Wireless Operator Birkenshaw

“Scipio” was landing at Mirabella Bay. One of the pilots had inadvertently set the tailplane at maximum
incidence, making the aircraft nose-heavy. When the Captain opened up the engines to make another
landing attempt, the high thrust line increased the nose-down pitch and the flying boat dived into the sea
and sank in a few minutes. The Captain, crew and all but two passengers escaped without injury, with
two passengers having only minor injuries. Reports that the aircraft encountered engine trouble and was
attempting an emergency landing, are incorrect.

Thirty eight bags of mail were recovered and dried out. Hopkins " reported that within six hours all the
mail had been salvaged and handed over to the Greek Post Office at Athens. The stamps had soaked off
many of the covers. Many different cachet and label varieties are known, as well as mimeograph
explanations from various post offices.

A study of many covers to countries other than Great Britain shows that the mail was processed through
the Brindisi, Italy Post Office. A transit postmark was applied there on September 1* to some, but not all,
of the mail. This mail was carried to Paris by train, and forwarded from there. Some of the mail to Great
Britain was carried by the next Imperial flight coming through Athens, arriving in London on August 25%
The balance of the mail to Great Britain was sent by rail to Paris, reaching London on the 27" or 28™.

According to Duncan Crewe 2 “Two bags of Hong Kong mail weighing just over 29 kilos were on
board. They were salvaged within a few hours and flown through from Athens by a relief aircraft,
arriving in London on 25 August. .... Most of the Hong Kong mail I have seen still has adhesives on,
probably because it was recovered so quickly that the stamps had not had time to float off. Another
possibility is that the bags were in the rear mail compartment which remained above the surface after the
crash.”

Proud ** reports mail from Australia postmarked 15.8.36, from Singapore 16.8.36, from Karachi on
19.8.36, reaching London on either the 25" or the 28" of August.

Captain Wilcockson who commuanded
the first westbound flight of the
Empire flying boat Caledonia. July
1937, Bennett Family.

= ""’ISéJA
SCIPIO CRASH SURVIVOR

Cealro, Monday.
Ten of the 11 survivors of the accident to
the Imperial Alrweys flylng . boat Sciplo,
which crashed in rough weather in the har-
bour of Mirabella (Crete), on Saturday,
have left for Athens, | o wPE 3 :
They are taking witih them - some: of .the
mall that was salvaged, but which has not
heen identifled because the mallbag labels

were mlissing,—Reuter.,: . :. - «qoe :
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360822 (Nierinck 360822) — Imperial Airways — “Scipio” — Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFA —

Mirabella Bay, Crete, Greece (continued)

FLYING-BOAT’S CRASH

AT MIRABELILA
&g.:zz/g'gé _

TWO PASSENGERS KILLED
IN THE SCIPIO

A Reuter message from Athens states
that the Imperial Airways flying-boat
Scipio, carrying seven passengers and a
crew of four, crashed into the sea m_rough
weather on Saturday when alighting in
| Mirabella Bay, Crete, after crossing safely
| from Alexandria, and sank. )

Mr. T. A. C. Forbes, a retired Indian
Police officer, and Lieutenant R. G.
Wilson-Dickson, of the Royal Tank
Corps, were killed. Of the five passengers
rescued, Mr. J. N. Draught was seriously
injured. The other four received slight
injuries, as did the four members of the
crew.,

The local Cretan authorities and doclors
rendered first-aid to the injured occupants
of the flying-boat, who were as quickly as
possible taken on board the Imperial Air-
ways depdt ship Imperia. The cruiser
Durban is expected hourly at Mirabella
from Haifa.

A Reuter message from Mirabella states
that the two victims of the accident were
| buried at Mirabella at noon yesterday.

A statement issued by Imperial Airways
on Saturday night said that the Scipio was
sunk by rough seas when alighting at

The Daily Telegraph reported about the state of affairs at the London Sorting Office, as follows:

“Scipio” in Mirabella Bay After the Crash

“The floor is ankle deep in the stamps of almost every nation east from Egypt to New

Zealand. Generally, the first thing that happens when a letter is dried is that the stamp
peels off.

All the stamps are sent to the Returned Letter Section, where they are carefully preserved
for six months before being sold. Anyone receiving a stampless letter marked Damaged by
Sea Water may apply there for the missing stamp—or one like it.” !!!

Quote from an unknown book:

“According to my calculations we were now closing fast on Crete where, if they had been
compromised by headwinds, the flying boat skippers could stop for extra fuel at Mirabella
Bay, notorious in aviation circles for its treacherously clear water. Incoming pilots tended
to see it only seconds before the instant of impact and, after several dangerously heavy
landings, Imperial's engineers were asked urgently to devise equipment that would give a
true indication of altitude. What they came up with were net containers secured to each
wingtip and filled with ping-pong balls. At the appropriate moment the nets were released
and the balls bouncing across the limpid surface gave the pilot his crucial visual reference.”




“Scipio” — Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFA —

360822 (Nierinck 360822) — Imperial Airways —
Mirabella Bay, Crete, Greece (continued)
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DAMAGED BY VIKTER

R e

Type «g» _ Cachet — Violet, Red or Black l
Type “p” — Cachet — Violet or Black

D-amaged By Sea Wa te’f"

Type “c” — Cachet — Red or Black

| Type “d” Cacl‘le“t.— Black

’“"W MY-D oy  DAMAGED-@ g

7 Type ve “f” — Cachet — Black

Type “e” — Cachet — Black

DAN J..E. BY ?A:MAG Y

17 &
e c_ .,‘]‘ - ':e‘ iy I'
{

Type “g” ' Cachet Black Blue or Purple SE A W A_T EJR

Type “h” — Cachet — Black

) N FMERRASE AL
DAM AGED BV mmsns 5 : )
. + e ‘N SEA WATER I s i.’;.’/:.-..*.'»;:..:.&; R P e A RN 'x
i ""‘Nﬁ: Type — Cachet — Black
: Applied to mall addressed to France and
Type “w Cachet Black or Blue processed in France to European countries

other than the UK
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360822 (Nierinck 360822) — Imperial Airways — “Scipio” — Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFA —
Mirabella Bay, Crete, Greece (continued)
|

ACCIDENT D'AVION

Gorrespondances recueilliesenfar Z
: — Accident d’ AViGH

‘NE PAS TAXER ,°

Type “k” — Cachet — Black
Applied to mail addressed to France
and processed in France to European

countries other than the UK

T ype “1” — Cachet — Red or Violet
Applied to mail addressed to France and
processed in France to European countries
other than the UK

f

Type “m” — Not Used Type “n” — Not Used

j D A f|‘li 6 G-E [\ BY Type “p” — Not Used
SEA WiTER
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Type “0” — Cachet Red
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‘Type “q” — Onion-Skin Label — On Mail To Italy )
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Lettre m@magée de-1% ecu de la
[gj me\r & la suitdn désastre aérien,
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Onion-Skin Label — Applied to mail addressed to France and processed in

Type wp
France to European countries other than the UK




360822 (Nierinck 360822) — Imperial Airways — “Scipio” — Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFA -
Mirabella Bay, Crete, Greece (continued)

4 SRR s T

Type eg? _ Omon—Skm Label — Apphed to'mall
addressed to France and processed in France to

European countries other than the UK

Le " L l g 2undg
I\ 1+ =uit du désastra ellalﬂezl
G 7
Type “t” — Omon-Skm Label — Applled to
mail addressed to France and processed in

France to European countries other than
the UK

K ‘.E.ﬂvp Ge Ylag@ dn-le }
e

Aus dem bei der Jujel Kreta vevungliid:
ten Flugseug geborgen. Pojt durdnafpt an=
gefommen. Amtl. verjdlofjer.

Miindjen BPA 1.

Type “u” — Onion-Skin Label
on Mail to Germany

B —]
— 1

The accompanying item was salved
from the wreck of the Air Liner
" Scipio "

deturned Letter Section

London .

Type “vv” — Typed Label — Similar to
Type “v”

104

The nccompanying item wes salveged
fyom the wreck of the air Linsx

"Scipio.

Returned Letter Scotion,
London,

Type “v” — Typed Label

—

Ak :*'c.'/rung‘li'xcktem';'E‘U) o2a o
geborgen.

- MiReohan Babnpostaras 1
Type “w” — Cachet on Covers to Germany -
Violet

IN AIRPLANE
ACCIDENT "

A ———————

Type “x — Cachet — Violet




360822 (Nierinck 360822) — Imperial Airways — “Scipio” — Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFA —
Mirabella Bay, Crete, Greece (continued)

ON HIS HIGHNESS'S SERVICE (Buhawalpur Govermment).

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

& NAWAS RULER
BAHAWALPUR.
]

Type “y” Cachet — Violet

e NN ,\—mo =17. u»C\-/ W - ‘3
tein ge!a‘t’tgt
C,flf verwahrt 2

Type “bb’ — Cachet — Color Unknown — On Mail to Austria

Type “cc— Cachet — Color Unknown

_DAMITED  DANACTD By

O §E _)‘LJ 1
BY SHA WATER
Type “dd” - Cachet Vlolet jEA \,‘/ ﬁ “ f Hﬂ

Type “ee” — Cachet — Violet

, 3 PN ; Typé “I1” — Cachet — Red — On Mail to France
“ 2
Type “gg” — Cacl}et — Color Unknown —On 400 w0 own on an Ambulance Cover to
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360822 (Nierinck 360822) — Imperial Airways — “Scipio” — Short S.17 Kent Scipio Class — G-ABFA —
Mirabella Bay, Crete, Greece (continued)

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LTD.

sl TELEARAMEL MASIALIN, TELOR A DO, 3
8 FELEAHONE! VISTORIA 300 AIRWAY TEAMINUG,
== VIGTORIA STATION,

LONDON, S.W. 1.

A34/9501/23003 25th March, 1937.

Mrs,J.R.D.Mathesan,
4453 Volta Place, li.%.,
Washingssa, D.C.

Dear Madan,

In reply to your letter
Tegarding a letter received from
Bahrein in Septecber laast year, walich
bore the Paris pootzark of August 28th,
4t appears that this cover was on
board the {ll-feted flying-boat
"Scipio® which crashed into the 3s2
at Mirabella, Crete, on August 22nd.

. The mail was salvagsd and
sant forward slmost immediately. * -

. I an enclosing o3 requested
a fex booka of air rall labels.

!?ur: faithfully,

g ﬂilm. ﬁm..

ESty ction.

Imperial Airways’ reply to an inquiry — Listed by Nierinck as Type “pp”
However, it is not listable as a crash marking, as it is not from a postal authority

Postcard Reproduction of a Poster
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360829 (Nierinck 360829) — Imperial Airways — “Horsa” — Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — G-
AAUC — near Salwa Wells, Doha — Great Britain-Australia route

Captain L.V. “Buddy” Messenger, First Officer Baker, Wireless Operator Janes & Steward Doyle

On a flight from Basra, Iraq to Bahrein, the pilot radioed a request to the Bahrain Aerodrome to switch on
the airfield lights, but it was not executed. The pilot became lost after dark and made a forced landing in
the desert about 60 kilometers south of Salwa Wells. In the morning, the Imperial aircraft “Atalanta”,
“Lancia” and an RAF aeroplane went out looking for the lost “Horsa”. The “Lancia” found “Horsa” but
did not land. The pilot and eight passengers were unharmed, but had to endure a day in 140 degree heat
before they were rescued. The undercarriage of the aircraft was slightly damaged and could not take-off.
Repairs were carried out on the spot and the aircraft flew out to Bahrein.

The mail was not damaged. Nierinck * reports that mail is known with an arrival postmark at Lahore,
India of 2 September 1936. Another cover is known, as shown

Proud *? reports mail to Australia

BY AIR MAIL




360925 (Nierinck 360925) — Imperial Airways — «Boadicea” — Boulton & Paul P.71A Boadicea Class —
G-ACOX — English Channel

Acting Captain A. C. Thomas & Radio Operator H. E. Percival

On a flight from London to Paris, with mail to various colonies, “Boadicea” disappeared over the English
Channel. Three bags of mail were found at different times. One mail bag was washed ashore on
November 10" at Dymchurch, Kent, Great Britain. The second bag was found on the beach at Cucq, Pas
de Calais, France a month after the disappearance. The last one was brought up in the fishing nets of a
trawler on the 27" of April 1938 — 19 months after the crash, on the coast of France. The majority of the
mail was addressed to Africa, but the third bag contained mail for India, Australia and the East. The body
of the Captain was washed ashore on the French coast near Boulogne a month after the crash. The body
of the Radio Operator was never found. The wreckage was never recovered, but in 1937 a fisherman’s
trawler brought up some pieces of aluminum and struts three miles off Rye, which were thought to be
from the “Boadicea”.

Webb 2 reports mail to Hong Kong, as follows:

“A bag of mail recovered by a trawler off Dungeness 12 years later contain mail for Hong Kong and Mr.
Hardeman Smith has shown us a letter to a Lance Corporal of the R. U. Rifles in Hong Kong later
forwarded to Rawalpindi. Two typed explanatory notes were affixed by the G.P.O. Arrival cds HK 2
June 1938.”

Proud *? reports mail to Australia, Kenya, Sudan, Northern Rhodesia & South Africa made up in London
24.9.36, and mail for Lagos, Nigeria dispatched from London on 25.9.36. Field '® reported that the
second bag of mail found also contained letters to Tanganyika. Covers in the author’s collection are to
Northern Rhodesia, Uganda and Nigeria. A cover is also known to Nairobi, Kenya. The Aero Field ¥ off
August-September 1937 also reported mail to Tanganyika.

ﬂlm IMPERIAL ATRWAYS AIR-LINER. - e

Boulton & Paul P.71A Boadicea Class — “Boadicea”
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360925 (Nierinck 360925) — Imperial Airways — “Boadicea” — Boulton & Paul P.71A Boadicea Class —
G-ACOX (continued)

“BOADICEA "5“'
AIR MAILS? E

Salvaged Letters

R0 |
Delivered
A number of letters believed to'|
have been carried by the Im=| 38vi S
perial Airways air liner, “Boadi-
cea,” which dwappcared over X144y

the English,Chmmel in Septem-
ber, were delivered in Lahore on®
Tuesday.  All were in a partzal- 901AI3G § A:[iafﬂw SIHuQ
ly - destroyed condition, but ; 91N
many were quite decipherable.
It appears that they were washed X i o
up on the south coast of Eng- !
land, sent to the dead "letter :
office in London, and as many \ widm iy e T
. as_were recognisable foru,arded ' 1 B RS
on to their destmatwns in Indm ; §i .
by air mail.
Attached to.each letter was the
- following &y Jpewntten announce-
ment:— - -
“The accompanying packet which’
was washed ashore on the coast
. of England, was apparently con-
veyed by the Imperial Azrways
| Airplane, “Boadicea,” which left
- Croydon on September 25 and
: fazled to arrive at Paris.

“Thc inconvenience occaszoned 13
= rcgrettcd H
; “Returned Letter Sectwn, 3
“Mount Pleasant,®
“Lomlon E.C.I. £

Seal From One of the 3 Recovered Mail Bags
Some Factors Which Probably Led to the Crash of the “Boadicea”

Specifications for a mail carrying aircraft led to the twin-engine Boulton & Paul P.64 (G-ABYK), first
received at Martlesham Heath in June 1933 for the RAF Display at Hendon. The type was quickly sent
back to the factory, as it was not only directionally unstable but divergent in yaw, even with full
correcting rudder, control being maintained only by differential use of the engines. On return to Boulton
& Paul on 16 October 1933, the auxiliary fins on the tailplane helped but did not cure the problems. At
maximum weight (11,300 Ibs.) firm rudder needed constantly and sideslips were alarming. On 21
October, during a flight to corroborate the previous problems, the aircraft crashed, killing the pilot. It was
considered that the long, deep fuselage ahead of the center or gravity was to blame. The following year,
the same company’s P.71A (G-ACOX), the “Boadicea”, was tested. Generally similar to the ill-fated
P.64 but with a slimmer and longer fuselage, the P.71A also was directionally unstable, yet was
recommended for a Certificate of Airworthiness (C of A).

The aircraft’s C of A trials were undertaken in October 1934. It was noted that the elevators and ailerons
were light and effective and quick in response., but that the rudder was slightly heavier initially,
becoming lighter as the aircraft responded. With one engine throttled back the aircraft could be turned
against the port engine, but only just against the starboard engine. In fact, the P.71A was directionally
unstable, with a marked tendency to turn to starboard. No further orders for the P.71A were forthcoming,
even though Boulton & Paul offered them in different layouts.
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360925 (Nierinck 360925) — Imperial Airways —
G-ACOX (continued)

BN  \o.
 DELAYED, SMVED
FROM 2OADICEA

o

Type “a” — Cachet — Blue — Applied in London

Type “c” — The Type “c” printed slip shown
in “Recovered Mail” by Henri Nierinck was a
facsimile, as he had not seen an actual copy.
The author believes that it is actually the
same as Type “d”.

Type “d’5 — Printed Slip From Mount Pleasant

“Boadicea” — Boulton & Paul P.71A Boadicea Class —

2 Goiredpondﬁqdéygb 3
~ du pauiiage oL diuns

5 Avlen: |
Reabaatitus purile Berviss e HNTE
NE PAS TAXER .. -

r 7

'
@

Type “b” — Cachet — Red — Applied in
Paris

The acscmpanying packet which was
washed ashore on the aoast of England
wan apparently conveyed by tha_Impe:Lal
Adrwaya Alrplans tBoadiges! which left
Croydon on tha 2bth Sephember and failed
o prrive at Pari.as : '

The inconvenience oocadl
rogretiod.

ened 18

Raturnad Letter Guetion
Mount Plessant,
London, weGske

Post Office in London

The encleged leiter was
figheymen's trawlax.
degpatch frem Lendon on

airplane "Bopdic®s' which met with

recovered from the sea by a
The letter was apparently included in the

the 25th Sepitember, 19355, conveyed by the

The inconvenience occasicnzd is regretied.

digeater:

Roturned Lstter Section.
Jicunt Plsusent,
. C,

London.

1

Type “e” — Printed Slip From Mount Pleasant Post Office in London

Le MULL DAtk atiA s

The enclosed letter was
near Dungeness on ‘the 27th.
presumed to be part of the
the eeroplane "Boadicee" w
on the 25th September, 1936

hich met with disaster

recovered from the sea
April 1938; and is
lost mail conveyed by

Type “f” — Facsimile of Printed Slip From Mount Pleasant Post Office in London
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360925 (Nierinck 360925) — Imperial Airways — “Boadicea” — Boulton & Paul P.71A Boadicea Class —

G-ACOX (continued)

L e
%——;-“;. - e

v =

RIS BY w14

| ' On His Majesty’s Service =~
o Returned Postal Packet : .

i

The enclosed letter was washed up by the sen
at Eythe Kent on 5.1.37. It is assumed Lo
have been included in the air mail conveyed
H {nmrial Mrways plane "Sondicea” which
Paiigl.ondon on 25.9.38 and failed to arrive at

“OSTHASTLA OF [AMP

Ot i

2

Returned Letter Section, ‘/Z"‘”",‘“a v
- Mount Pleasant, London, E.C.1. i e

. st
A _— 2
p - >,

Type “g” — Typed Label Prepared by Postmaster of
Kampala, Uganda

MAIL FROM LOST
'PLANE

'Se.a-Stained Packet
- Delivered

- A sea-stained’ alr malil cket,
which had been carried on tﬁg Tost :
Imperial Airways 'plane, Boadlcea,;
was dellvered to ‘The Sun” to-day.
It was washed up on the coast of
England from the Channel about two|”
weeks ago—mute evidence of the tra-|'
gedy of the Boadicea, which left
London on September 25, and failed
:to arrive at Paris, .
:" The packet, which was from- the
l News-Chronicle,” London, had heen
carefuly dried, and the contents were

in readable con o <
‘ dition. 29008 A

MISSING | cirv

1936

DISAPPEARANCE IN
CHANNEL

FROM OUR AERONAUTICAL ('UIRLSmNDf.NI

One of the (win-engined acroplana used
chiefly for special  charter work. by
Impenal Airways disappeared yesicl day
afternoon, presumably in the Channcl. 1ind
was still missing last night. 1t was taking
an extra load of mails and baggage /0
Paris. and carried no pussengers. The
crew consisted of Mr. A. C. Thomas. the
pilot, and Mr. H. E. Percival, the wircless

operaltor.
The machine was onc of the two

Boulton and Paul btiplancs in the com-:

|

pany’s flect and bore the name Boadxea.
It left Croydon at 12.44 p.m.. and al 1.8
reported that 1t was passing aver Rye and |
was about lo lay u coursc across the |

Channel for Berch Thereafter no word
was received from the acroplanc.  The
absence of an S.O.S. call led at first to the
assumption that 1t could not have been
forced to descend at sca, but when @
subsequent search on the French side of
the Channel failed to yield any trace of the
machine oflicials were disposed 10 amend
that opinion.

FRUITLESS SEARCH

As soon as there was reason (0 suppose
that Boadicea had suffered mishap onc of
the four-engined Diana class ma\:r:lncs sel
off from Croydon (o make @ scarch.
Captain H. J. Horsey was in charge
and spent  some hours over the
Channel and the land necar the
French coast. He returned without news
eacept that he had found some patches
of must on the Channel. These should not
have incommoded a pilot who had direc-
nonal wircless at his disposal, nor shouid
the [ailure of one of the Jaguar cngines
have caused the machine o come down 1
the sca. for 1t had been shown capuable of
maintaining height casily on the power of
one cngine. last mght the Hastings and
Dungeness lifeboats  were launched 0
search of the missing machine.

Two acroplanes wenl up from l.:|

Touquet carly in the evening, but when

they returned after flying well over the

Channel towards England they reported
{that they had scen no wreckage

An unconfirmed report from Hastings
states that wreckage, believed to be that of
the missing machine, was scen 18 miles
out 1n the Channel.

Mr. Thomas, who has been in the
employ of Imperial Airways since
November, 1934, had until lately been
working on the section of the mail routz
between Karachi and Singapore.  He is
36 years of age. Mr. Percival, who is 31
years old. entered the service of the com-
pany three months ago.




360925 (Nierinck 360925) — Imperial Airways — “Boadicea” — Boulton & Paul P.71A Boadicea Class —
G-ACOX (continued)

Most recovered mail
From this crash was
To Africa

Type “h” — “Ambulance” Cover From Mount Pleasant Post Office, London
The Author’s collection includes one conveying a letter to India because the
original cover was missing

‘ Type “i” — No Cachet
} Cover From England to Nigeria
The Only Recorded Cover to West Africa
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360925 (Nierinck 360925) — Imperial Airways — “Boadicea” — Boulton & Paul P.71A Boadicea Class —
G-ACOX (continued)

Cover From England to Northern Rhodesia
One of two recorded covers to this colony
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360929 (Nierinck 360929) — Imperial Airways — “Athena” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — G-ABTK — Willingdon Airport, Delhi, India — Great Britain-Asia route

Captain Vernon G. Wilson, Captain Anthony C. Loraine & First Officer Worradel

The Imperial airliner “Athena”, caught fire while the engines were being started, in preparation for the
next stage of the flight from England to Australia. It was assumed that a bottle of oxygen instead of
compressed air, had carelessly been used to start the engines, which started the fire. The two passengers
and crew members hastily jumped out of the burning aircraft. There were no injuries, except for some
slight scorches on the First Officer. “Athena” was operating the section of the route between Karachi and
Singapore. A relief plane left Karachi on the 30" of September and the service was delayed by only a few
hours. “Athena” never flew again and was eventually written off. The reports that the aircraft caught on
fire at take-off were wrong.

About half the mail from England and intermediate stops for places east of Delhi was destroyed. Of the
remainder, many of the letters were charred but were decipherable. 35 mail bags were intact, out of 113
mail bags and 93 packets. 43 bags were damaged by the fire.

Many different cachet and label varieties are known, as well as mimeograph explanations from various
post offices.

Proud ** reports mail to Dutch East Indies and Australia posted in London on 23.9.36. Five covers from
South Africa have been recorded.

Some reports of this incident state that the fire started in a hangar, but the photo showing the burnt out
aircraft on the ramp next to the control tower disputes this.

Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta .
Class Burnt Out Remains of The “Athena”

G-ABTK - “Athena”

Fire on Air Liner.—Bombay, October
1: It was stated in the course of an in-
quiry, which was held in camera, that
the fire on ‘the air liner Athena caused
damage to the machine and its com-
tents amounting to £30,000.

The Athena, carrying mails loaded for |
Australia from London on September
93, caught fire when taking off from
Delhi on September 29. The passengers
and crew escaped injury, bub the
' machina was completely destroyed.
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360929 (Nierinck 360929) — Imperial Airways — “Athena” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — G-ABTK — Willingdon Airport, Delhi, India (continued)

'THE STATESMAN, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30,

MAIL PLANE BURNT
OUT AT NEW DELHI

PASSENGERS AND CREW LEAP
TO SAFETY L

MANY LET1ERS DESTROYED

EXPLOSION AS ENGINE WAS
STARTED UP

1936

An explosion jun before thu plane took off for Otwnpon and
Calcutta, “en route'” to Singapo re, resulted in Imperial Alrways'
alr liner '‘Athena’” being destroyed by fire on the New Delhi Civil
Aerodrome on Tuesday morning,

T HE plane was completely destroyed, all that remains of it being
A mass of burnt out fabric and twisted steel.  The two
pussengers and the crew hastily jumped out und esciped injury except!
for slight scorches to the st officer, but w large part of the mail aud!
all the freight and baggage was lost. |

before the flames reached the petrol tapks, biet soon the heat
becaine 50 intense that o one could approach the burning
plane.  As the petral tanks exploded huge tongues of Jlame
shot into the air.

' ]
Fruntic efforts were made to bring the fire under conlrol ,

i
As much as possible of the mail Las been salvaged, but it is\{
believed that the mail whicli was being sent from  Delhi for Calentta,
Singapore and other places en route to Austealin, was completely
destroyed. The edges of many of the letters suyed have Dbeen badly,
carred, $ 433

TERRIFYING SPECTACLE

ALr that now remains of Lmperial

Type “a”

Airways' air liner Athena is a
charred mass of burnt out fabric

and twisted steel framework. As ) -

No. 3 engine was being started up
at Delhi Civil Acrodrome yesterday
morning prior to leaving Delli for
Cawnpore and Oalcutta, there was
an oxplosion under the cockpit. The
air liner suddenly caught fire and
in a few seconds the flames had got
out of the control of the fire extin-
guishers  that  had been  hastily
collected.

It in understood that two engines |

had been started by the portable juck
ehichy jupcrates’ tho " coinpressed "air

IMPERIAL  AIRWAYS'
STATEMENT

Tapeeiian Airways' plane Athera, whicl,
left Karachi on Monday for Sings
pore, wis destroyed by fire at Delli
Acrodromo whilo taking off on Tues-
day morning.

The prssongers  aud crew. wern saved
and the greater part of the mail is

umhnlnbud A relief.  plane - left
Karachi at 250 rar. o« on  Tucsday
alternoon,

This is an official statement made by

the Imperial Airwags from Kurachi,

. Atuml[y: destroyed. . _

— Manuscript Explanatiwdli

‘W’ﬂemf

Ry

Type “b” Cachet Pmk

Typ e g _

~‘vaved from Afr Yine¥
ATHENA
Cachet — Black

Note “Liner” is spelled “Iiner”
No examples are known with correct spelling

i NP

oS ?

Type “en

Manuscript Explanation



360929 (Nierinck 360929) —
Class — G-ABTK — Willingdon Airport, Delhi, India (continued)

'\" ‘.,‘-‘ N -,\_|. ',‘.' -

W
A

\"\'*- s alvlag bl Ho r /’
\ j
AT EEN A

\
NS
"\ A g

Cachet —

:)

Violet — on Covers to
Australia

Type “q” —

RECEIVED AT
WELLINGTON
IN DAMAGED CONDITICN

Type “f” — Cachet — Color Unknown

Imperial Airways — «Athena” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta

DAMAGED IN TRANSIT

>~
Type “e” — Cachet Violet or Black —

Applied at Brisbane, Australia

VAR
L,E ?i BAB“QRDER

Cachet Black or Vnolet

Type “
on Mall to The Philippines

acroplane  ** Athena ™
29th September, 1936.

This postal article was salvaged from tho Imperinl Airways

destroyed by fire ot New Deolhi on tho

Any enquiry regording bhis article should be addressed to:-

GENERAL POST OFFIOR,
Singapore, 2nd October, 1936.

The Superintendent of Mails,
General Post Office,
Singapore.

14 x 10

Type “h” — Printed Explanation From Singapore GPO

FLY IN COMFORT ——-—w«
IN THE
FOUR-ENGINED

»@“"
AIRLINERS ‘.‘@i‘

P\ INDIA “ANDY BURMA
AND m’°

@\ CUROPE—APRICA—ARABIA
‘\o\ﬂ‘ \&?a IRAQ——— PALESTINE—— 3 1AM
\! MALAY AND STRAITS 3ETTLEMENTS
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360929 (Nierinck 360929) — Imperial Airways — “Athena” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — G-ABTK — Willingdon Airport, Delhi, India (continued)

AEN N CRASH p j >

L
L Livh "_":”""’(n Fo Sty

: This article was received to-duy> in the
‘ma-xl salvaged from the Imperial Aivways Airerafs
ATHENA’ which was destroyed by five at Delhi.

G. C. ALLEN,
; S Supt. of Mails,
Penang,

2nd October, 1936:

—— e e e e e e e

Type “i” — Printed Explanation From Penang, Malaya

Type “ii” — Printed Explanation as above, with “Penang” mis-spelled “Pcnang”

[ 1L —t et ) 2 —m

jm}

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS ||
Levs KARACH]I WEDNESDAYS

Ame  LONDON TUESDAYS 0

Ful) particulars frem all Booking Agemts wr
direct from: IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
LTD, KARACHI.

pocC—ncC——0R

wOc

C JC {6 ff e = | 3

Fieure 8B

Page From Airmail Etiquette Booklet




360929 (Nierinck 360929) — Imperial Airways — «Athena” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — G-ABTK — Willingdon Airport, Delhi, India (continued)

POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT,
: GENERAL POST OFFICE,
| : SYDNEY.

8th October, 1936.

I regret-that this article addressed
=| to you was damaged when the airliner
, “Athena” was desfroyed by fire at Delhi,

India, on 29th August. |

].S. DUNCAN

Deputy Director, .
Posts and Telegraphs.

{
{
i
1)
!
i
{
\

o St

e e R S e ey

Type “j” — Printed Explanation From Sydney, Australia

Type “k” — Printed Explanation, as Above, From Sydney, Australia but with
Date Corrected With a Red cachet “29 SEP. 1936”

. Deneged by fire when the

mail é—lan?e "'Abheria"’-"‘ was

 Gestroyed at Delhi on 29/9/36

en route to Singapore.

LA s e
¥ AR ‘A'\"'l\;? X

Type “1” — Printed Explanation From Brisbane, Australia Dead Letter Office
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360929 (Nierinck 360929) — Imperial Airways — “Athena” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — G-ABTK — Willingdon Airport, Delhi, India (continued)

This cover wzs salvaged from the
Imperial Airways seroplane "Athena®
destroyed by fire at New Delhi on
the 29th September, 1936. %

Type “m” — Facsimile of Printed Label

’ fom ™ e e A e T et o g B e ~ e

‘r'
| ‘ . BULLTTY OF VERIFICATION |

.. from singaporc to Manile
Asdatod getober ¥, 1956

fhe lctters in this bun-
dlc of 2crregpondenct VCIe

, salvigcé fron the Imporial
. Lirvays acroplanc “Athcna”
dcstroycd by firc at Now el
Dclhi on thc 29th. Scpiom~ ¢ BN
bor, 1936. o S o3

:
>
. ' B . S ; .
. » o
. ‘ - ,
————— A e
) A - e 4 o s e e R d

Type “n” — Printed Label on Mail to The Philippines

e — el

i — e

Type “0” — Hopkins 2 reported a cover to Sarawak with a typewritten onion skin label
reading “This cover was salvaged from the Imperial Airways aeroplane “Athena”
destroyed by fire at New Delhi on the 29™ September, 1936.

B. for Postmaster”.

This label was not recorded by Nierinck *

ﬂ:":,) . £ 1 "_-.,'.. ‘.f-:‘ X1 -f-'-: o o ;;
; Hooeived damaged |
8 ‘ }4"&',.*-"3‘/}"2-‘:"2‘( $20 (e '..'u .-.‘.‘.‘. J‘?Ti::m.u...'r.“. T : !5
Gy = i
Type “p” — Cachet — Color Unknown — On Type “q” ~Typed Lab.el e
. J to Thailand
Mail to India




360929 (Nierinck 360929) — Imperial Airways — “Athena” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — G-ABTK — Willingdon Airport, Delhi, India (continued)

A 5y am Ty To-woRwma

< . \ L, 1935,
W.J.Christie ESG., .o
Advertising Manager,

UNTITED PRESS,

. -

44-74 Plinders oSbreet,

H-BI B @U R N B,

L8

BY AlR
MAIL Victoria,

AUSTRALTA.

The accompanying postal article was salva > i

v ying W ged from the air Line
"Athena", which was damaged by fire at Delhi, India, on 2‘9.9.36. :
i . * .. ARNOLD

G.P.0,, Melbourne, C.1l. A/g. Deputy Director.

Type “r” — Printed Explanation from Melbourne, Australia

“ ZNVA TANGANYIRA |
SRR
S,

_ Cachet — color unknown — Printed letters “DAMAGED IN TRANSIT”

Type “s”
And Manuscript “by fire & water”
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361123 (Nierinck 361123) — Imperial Airways — “Horsa” — Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — G-
AAUC — Enroute from Haifa to Port Said

Pilot & 157 officer unknown

The aircraft was forced to land 20 miles from the Egyptian border. The passengers, crew and mail were
rescued by Bedouins. No other details are known.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — “Horsa”

361127 — Imperial Airways — “Heracles” — Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — G-AAXC — Croydon
Airport, London, Great Britain

Pilot & 1% officer unknown

The tail wheel of the aircraft struck a fence on landing. No other details are available.

Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — “Heracles” — G-AAXC
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De Havilland DH-86 Diana Class — G-ADCN — Abecher,

361223 — Imperial Airways — “Daedalus” —
Chad

Captain R. O. O. “Root” Taylor, First Officer Ken Cass & Flight Engineer Harry Morris

The aircraft bounced on takeoff, damaging the undercarriage, an engine and a lower wing, which put her
out of action. Most of the cargo was currency, so a truck was hired, and the mail and cargo was driven
back to Geneina, Sudan. A relief aircraft, the Avro 618 Ten “Achilles” was sent out, but this developed
an oil leak and made a forced landing in the bush near Geneina, shattering a L‘?ropeller. Eventually, 2
second relief aircraft, “Delia” flew the mail through to Kano, Nigeria on the 27 of December. Abecher

was only a refueling stop until 1936, when it became a regular scheduled stop.

wn, as shown, which is from the Duncan Crewe collection.

One cover is kno

. g ™
ZU-}"V)Z)’—L, /134_4:_.&3_,2,.;9-,, é_:_‘; -4.
Cr’v—frféa{—-rc S a7
PO B2 IO by MPEE
L f DO L /" . )Z‘»

Soure s,
“Dacdalus”, erew and visitor, Bl Fasher, 19; 6. i il —_—a Lo, (5 o
visitor asher, 103 T oD/ //.. /8 N5
De Havilland DH-86 Diana Class Cro-e—CO7S 7‘-";/——‘"/
Wl LA
g WEST Wi

G-ADCN — “Paedalus”

361228 (Nierinck 361227) — Imperial Airways — “City of Alexandria” — Short S.8 Calcutta — G-EBVG -

Mirabella Bay, Crete, Greece

Acting Captain S. G. Long

lementary duty during a period of heavy mails and was returning light to its

base at Alexandria, Egypt. It spent the night at Mirabella Bay. A storm came up and a strong gust of
wind picked up a wing, nearly flipping the aircraft over. Some damage was done to the wing structure
and an engine. No crew members were onboard. It is not known if there was mail onboard, and none is

known in collectors’ hands.

The aircraft was doing supp

i = e P A

Short S.8 Calcutta — G-EBVG - “City of Alexandria”
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370316 (Nierinck 370315) — Railway Air Services, chartered to Imperial Airways — “Jupiter” — De
Havilland DH-86 — G-ACVZ — Elsdorf, Germany — London-Cologne route

Captain George B. Holmes & Radio Operator C. E. Langman

The aircraft was enroute to Cologne, and was scheduled to land at midnight. The aircraft crashed in a
forest near Elsdorf, about 20 miles from Cologne, because of a snowstorm. It was thought that the plane
was forced down by the weight of the ice which had accumulated on the wings and struts. The aircraft
caught fire and was destroyed. One passenger, Captain Charles Wolley Dod, European Manager of
Imperial Airways, and the two crew members were killed. The burned out wreckage was found by a
woodcutter ten hours after the crash. He ran four miles to the nearest farm and gave the alarm.
Subsequent models of the aircraft, on the insistence of an Imperial Airways/Qantas joint specification,
allowed for a Captain and First Officer side by side.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.
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370324 (Nierinck 370324) — Imperial Airways — “Capricornus” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVA —Le
Carouge, near Ouroux, Beaujolais Mountains, France — Great Britain-Egypt route

Captain A. S. “Jock” Paterson, First Officer Gareth E. Klein, Flight Clerk D. R. O’Brien & Radio
Operator J. L. Cooper

The new flying boat was on its inaugural flight to Egypt. It was caught in a violent snowstorm in the
Rhone Valley. The pilot lost all visibility and circled around while trying to determine his position by
radio. It was also believed that the aircraft encountered severe icing. The aircraft wing hit a tree, and the
aircraft crashed into a mountain at 2,200 feet altitude. Five of the six occupants were killed. Radio
Operator Cooper survived and he escaped from the wreckage and found aid at a nearby farm. 40 kilos of
gold & jewels, and 65 bags of mail were recovered. The mail was recovered on the 25" and sent to
Macon, and was then carried onward by “Cygnus”. The mail was not damaged, so no special markings
were applied. Very few covers have been recorded.

Proud * reports mail to Australia, India, Malaya which left London on 24 March 1937

*Echo " nhoto.
Captain A. Paterson, commander
of the ill-fated Empire flying boat

Capricornus, which crashed on its " " Reitn * oplete,
maiden flight from Sauthampton F!rll-omctr G. R. Klein, who was
yesterday. killed when Capricornus crashed.

t

Captain A. S. “Jock” Paterson & 1st Officer Gareth E. Klein

Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— “Capricornus”
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370324 (Nierinck 370324) — Imperial Airways — “Capricorpus” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVA — Le
Carouge, near Ouroux, Beaujolais Mountains, France (continued)

B D

, -
FIVE DEAD IN | | SALVAGED

LYAGED HMAIL
d e
AIR CRASH FORWARDED TO INDIA BY
LA © AIR :
! IxroraratioN has been received rrqm
e . the British Post Office that the mails
AN EMPIRE FLYING 3 for India aboard the British flying boat
[’ll‘apmcorn, which crashgd in  France
BOAT { near Orous, 40 niles Tor Lyons, - on
G March 24, have been salvaged and
|| Terwarded to India by ailr. . .
T . 4 No delay m the arrival of the mails
bl SNO\VS.TORM 1 in India is anticipated.—4.P.1.
The Imperial Airways flying-bout A
: Capricornus crashed in ‘the: Beaujolais - LD e S |y
mountains, near Ouroux, in  France,

vesterday aflternoon on ll.\c first stage of
her maiden flight from Southampton to

0t e 2 % -7, ?@CU‘

Alexandria.  According -to an_official /dﬂuuﬂw“m/z; A

slatement, four persons were killed., They : e / = 2

were: _ 2 52, S e :
Carrame A, PATersoN. : ; (’L‘) :

First Orricex C. E. Kryw.

Fuoent Crexx D. R. O'Briew,

Stewarn F, A, E. Jevrcoarr,

The only passenger, Miss B. M. Coales,
was injured, and an Exchange message
states that she died later last night. The
wireless operator, Mr. J, L. Cooper, was.
nol hurt. . &

Our Paris Correspondent says that £ . R B et Sk, o
the accident occurred during, a_ skvere &y Kl Se
storm when the pilot, hamperéd by y- : g Fo— s
heavy rain and snow, was circling ] ‘ 3RS
among the mountains in search of the g .2
¢mergency landing place at MAcon: the W

machine fell into a fir wood on the moun-
tain side,

1837,
Tend

THE LAST MESS:_\GE
AL 210 p.m, the wircless operator wus
in communication with the acrodrome at
Bron, ncar Lyons, He said that the flying-

boat had Jost her bearings in a snowstorm S ﬁ /2 dzébw i /" : |
:nd was looking for the landing place at S 2% %8 4 d‘ :
Mdcon, i ¢

and then his (ransmission was
.suddenly interrupted. After the crash Mr.

Cooper, the wireless operator, freed him- I M 4%/ a E‘ / '@'
"Yell from the wreck :

und made his way

1]

ncarly two milc‘ to u farm, where he &— ? %/L A R
found help.  Mlss Coates was seriously ’ ‘ 77y W 4
hurt and was taken to MAcon Hospital. | ; i

The Capricornus, which left Southamp- s ]
ton at 11,30 a.m. yesterday, was one of 29
big flying-boats which are being built by
Messrs. Short Brothers, of Rochester,
for service on Empire air routes, and was
the tenth of them to be delivered, One,
the Cavalier, is now at Bermuda, two have

Two Covers From The “Capricornus” Crash — As the
been equipped for experimental long- mail was mostly undamaged, no cachets were applied
range work, and the remaining seven, in-

cluding the Capricornus, were sllotted to

the new flying-boat route between England
and Alexandria, L

. Cuptain'Paterson was about 30 vears of axe.




370405 — Imperial Airways —— “Daedalus” — De Havilland DH.86 Diana Class — G-ADCN — Geneina,
Sudan

Captain Joe Davis

“Lloyds Weekly Casualty Reports” on 9 April 1937 said the plane crashed into a pile of stones while
landing at Geneina. The damage to the aircraft was extensive, but the pilot and passengers were
uninjured. No mail is known in the hands of collectors.

De Havilland DH.86 Diana Class — “Daedalus”

370411 — Imperial Airways — “Delia” — De Havilland DH.86 Diana Class — G-ACWC — Abecher, Chad
Captain & 1* Officer unknown

According to a British Post Office internal memo dated 12 April 1937, Imperial Airways reported by
telephone that the West African mail, which left London on the 2™ of April, has been further delayed

owing to another mishap at Abecher. This mail left from Southampton on the 3

No mail is known in the hands of collectors.

De Havilland DH.86 Diana Class — “Delia”




370522 (Nierinck 370522) — Imperial Airways — “Castor” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADUW — Hythe,
Great Britain — London-Johannesburg route

Captain H. W. C. “Jimmy” Alger

This was the 1000 flight from England on the Empire air routes. While taxiing from her mooring, the
aircraft was caught by a strong gust of wind and collided with the yacht “Neptune”. Considerable damage
was done to the flying boat’s tailplane and ailerons. The mail was taken onboard “Cygnus” and it arrived
in Johannesburg on the 29" of May. No special crash markings were applied, but there were some
souvenir covers being carried with a special cachet for the 1000™ flight.

Proud * reports mail to South Africa, arriving Johannesburg on 29 May. Shown is one of the special
Imperial souvenir covers.

s K s e Re Bra;ard, EgQe,
HiNiE I '— L s L1 1 of/o Imperigl Airvays
I VUUTH LIGHE Raxd Adr Port,
‘ EROM ENGLAND Johanupoburg,

L SOUTH AFRICA
“ ON THE EMPIRE AIR ROUTES S

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS ' -,

Special Cover Prepared by Imperial Airways For the 1,000 Flight




370623 — Imperial Airways — “Canopus” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADHL — Mediterranean Sea near
Mirabella Bay, Greece

Captain & crew members names unknown

According to Flying Empires 36 «Canopus” experienced a failure of the port inner engine, alighted on the
sea, and taxied to Mirabella Bay.

No mail is known.

Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — “Canopus”

TO PARIS
INDIA OR
AFRICA BY

ARUOL

Imperial Airways Promotional Label

128




370906 — Imperial Airways — “Hanno” — Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — G-AAUD — Le Touquet,
France

Captain Herbert J. Horsey

The prevailing wind was from the southeast, which meant going to the northwest corner of the aerodrome
for takeoff. When the aircraft was thirty yards from the northwest boundary markings, and the aircraft
was turning, the starboard wheel sunk up to its axle in soft ground where there was an underground
stream. The aircraft slewed, the engines were cut, and the aircraft suffered some damage.

The mail was picked up later in the day by Captain Youell in the “Syrinx”. No mail is known from this
incident.

Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — “Hanno”

LE  TOUQUET
UNE FLYINGHDUB

Postcard Reproduction of a Poster
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370915 — Imperial Airways — Great Britain-India route

«Arethusa” — AW XV Atalanta Class — VT-AEF (previously G-ABPI) — Cawnpore, India
“Artemis” — AW XV Atalanta Class — G-ABTJ — Karachi, India

Captains unknown

The Times of London of 16 September reported that “The Indian airmail has been delayed by a series of
mishaps. The Imperial Airways liner Arethusa was damaged when she was bogged in taking off from
Cawnpore: the Artemis (being sent as relief aircraft) had her wing and airscrew damaged when she struck
a boundary light on taking off from Karachi for Cawnpore: and a third machine going to Cawnpore to
pick up mails and passengers was held up at Jodhpur by adverse weather.”

«“Arethusa” had been operating service IW582. Hong Kong mail which left the colony on 10 September
on service FEW77 had connected with IW582 at Penang on 12 September (see cover below). Normally
the mail involved would have been postmarked between 4 September and early on the morning of 10
September. However, an extra service had been operated on Tuesday, 7 September, taking advantage of a
repositioning flight by the “Delphinus”, which had arrived in Hong Kong on a charter on 3 September.
The mail for the extra service had closed at 5 p.m. on 6 September. Thus the FEW77 service was
carrying mail posted between the evening of 6 September and the early morning of 10 September. The
machine referred to in the Times was the HP42 “Horsa” that eventually brought the mail to Karachi on 17
September, two days late. The service eventually reached Southampton on 20 September when the
“Ceres” landed one day late. No mail is known in the hands of collectors.

AW XV Atalanta Class — “Artemis”

AIR MAIL LABELS

A 2 il
RSN | 11PER L

ETIQUETTES AIRWAYS
PAR AVION Hpesge

SCAVICE IN THE WORLD
Travel-Postyourleiters
Send your Coads by Alr

Carnets Jélivees pratmtement
par Jes Bureaux de Poste,
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371001 (Nierinck 371001) — Imperial Airways — “Courtier” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVC — Phaleron
Bay, Greece — Asia-Great Britain route

Captain E. Poole, First Officer Jack S. “Ginger” Hall, Radio Operator A. T. Dunk & Flight Clerk G.A.
Boughton

The aircraft was making its scheduled landing at Phaleron Bay. The pilot failed to flatten the flying boat
out and it struck the water with great force, which cause the hull to burst open, and it sank in a few
minutes. Captain Poole claimed that the reflection of the sun on the still water of the bay, blinded him
and he thought the aircraft was touching down on the water, when in fact, it was still fifty feet up.
“Courtier” thus became victim of the phenomenon called “glassy calm”. Rescue attempts were hampered
by the propellers, as they continued to turn in the water. Two passengers drowned, and five passengers
were injured, one seriously. The remaining four passengers and crew were uninjured. An Air Ministry
regulation followed this accident, making seat belts for passenger seats compulsory in British airplanes.

All the mail was recovered in watersoaked condition, and many varieties of cachets, markings and labels
are known. Field '® reported that mails from India, Iraq and Egypt were on board.

Eopmie

with the fofloWing Cii;;tii.)ii:
“This is what is left after the accident of the hydroplane of Imperial Airways after yesterday’s
tragedy.”




371001 (Nierinck 371001) — Imperial Airways — “Courtier”” — Short S.23 ‘C” Class— G-ADVC — Phaleron
Bay, Greece (continued)

< ob ,u: IR

Type “é” ) Cachet' Vlolet“(.)r Blue
On Mail to Greece

Type “b” Cachet b_.leet On Mail to
France

e —

R 7 e r‘ T | :l
pap gerutbaiicktem FlugzENg DAMAGED BY SEA-WAT Esﬂ
durchn dsst geborgen. =R e —55!;
Type “d” — Cachet Vlolet On Mail to
England

;i‘ype “c” — Cachet Violet — On Mail to
Germany

U. S. Crash Vietim

Buried in Athens
ATHENS, Oct. 2—(UR—The body
of John Raymond Henderson, 48,

theatrical agent for Katherine Cor-
nell who died when the British Im-
perial Airways flying boat Courtier
.crashed into Phaleron Bay yester-
day, was buried today in the British
cemetery here.

The funeral was arranged by the
British Athens Society.

Henderson, one of three passen-
ters killed in the crash, was born
‘n Colorado Springs, Colo and grew

Type “e” — Cachet — Violet or Black — On Mail tl%ri? 0?’%3::& gi%n, I]-ge é" as a res- |

to England
[ DAMAGEBEY|
| A "lN AIRPLANE zurch Meerw.asser beschadigt
. ' AOO IDENT | Type “g” — Cachet — Violet — On Mail to Switzerland

Type “P’ Cachet Violet —
On Mail to England
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371001 (Nierinck 371001) — Imperial Airways — “Courtier” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVC — Phaleron
Bay, Greece (continued)

pondances pecteillie

Type “h” — Manuscript ~ On Mail to Type “i” — Cachet — Black — On Mail to
Switzerland France

e

o
N

- Amtlich verschiossen!

| Are der Buchidigung

=

— Manuscript — On Mail to The
Netherlands




371001 (Nierinck 371001) — Imperial Airways — “Courtier” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVC - Phaleron

Bay, Greece (continued)

e —
1" mbre {mfe pard;{, b i

en tm;zsr‘

?csfage _.S‘u. 05 !:qs{,,;;, .
. iptear
~= 7 BN n— Type “n — Manuscript — On Mail to Malta

Type “m — Cachet — color unknown On
Covers Where Stamps Were Missing

BY. AIR MAIL"

Pere i~ 13 Pel
A’\/O.u.gawj ‘H’_ua,‘. :

/\:—'ew\’ (’_oPQ._P:_

WL

The actuury, S R s
savings Bank, L Tl{ )
244, Fratton Road,

Portsmontih.
Englande

The sender intended this cover to go via the Dutch KLM service, but apparently it
missed the KLLM flight and was on the ill-fated “Courtier”. Another similar cover with
the “KLM?” printed on it has been seen by the author.
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371205 (Nierinck 371205) — Imperial Airways — “Cygnus” — Short S.23 ‘C” Class— G-ADUZ — Brindisi,
Italy — Asia-Great Britain route

Captain Roger P. Mollard, Acting Captain F. U. Hollins, Second Officer Ralph Mountain, Radio Operator
E. C. Barnes & Flight Clerk F. J. Hanscombe

When taking off in a choppy sea, the Captain inadvertently set the flaps fully down, causing the aircraft to
bounce off the water. It dropped with a splash, bounced up again, and after rising 20 to 30 feet, it
dropped nose down, and the aircraft overturned and sank. The steward F. L. Stoppani and one passenger
were killed. Five passengers were injured, including the Government Director of Imperial Airways, Air
Marshall Sir John Salmond. An enquiry later blamed pilot error for the accident. Imperial was censured
for failing to have specified sufficient push-out windows and escape hatches when ordering flying boats.

Most of the mail (100 bags with approximately 120,000 letters) was recovered in watersoaked condition,
and many varieties of cachets, markings, labels and mimeograph explanations have been recorded.

Hopkins '* makes an interesting comment. “A newspaper report at the time says that the whole of the
mail had been salvaged, and that there were 100 bags with something like 120,000 letters. It is a good
thing that most recipients throw them away immediately or collectors would be inundated with them!”

Hopkins also reported a cover from the Hardemann Smith collection, which had a “DAMAGED BY SEA
WATER?” cachet in a box (see cachet type “i”), with the lower portion being cut away, and more wording
with it. His opinion was that this was the same handstamp, which was made in 1930 for the covers from
the wreck of the ship “Comorin” in Colombo, Ceylon harbour.

Proud *? reports mail from New Zealand, Australia, Ceylon, Malaya, Hong Kong, India, Iraq and
Palestine. Field '® also reported mail from Burma and Egypt.

‘Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— “Cygnﬁg?"'

A cover is known from Malaya to England Without Cachet

WATER

3

Type “a” — Cachet — Violet — On Mail to England

Type “b” — Cachet — Violet or Black
— On Mail to England




371205 (Nierinck 371205) — Imperial Airways —
Italy (continued)

Type “c¢” — Cachet — Violet
On Mail to England

“Cygnus” — Short .23 ‘C* Class— G-ADUZ — Brindisi,

-~
Sy

PAMAGED BY
. WATER
ClL_ALam a o

Type “d” — Cachet — Violet — On Mail to
England

BRAVEST DEED OF 1937
| — -
| The Duke of Gloucester, president of
 the Rayal Humane Society. at York House
I vesterday presented the Stanhope Gold
| Medal (awarded for the bravest deed of
| the year) to Flying Officer Ralph Moun-
| tain, Reserve of Air Force Officers, who
is on the staff of Imperial Airways. Mr.
| Mountain saved the lives of three passen-
| gers when the Imperial Airways flying-
, boat Cygnus crashed as it was taking off
" in Brindisi harbour on December 5, 1937.

Flight Officer Ralph Moun-
tain, thirty -two - year-old

Imperial Alrways pilot,
awarded yesterday the Stan-
nope gold medal for the
“pravest deed of the year”
said to a Daily Express stail
reporter last night: *“Gold
medal 2 Can't belileve it. No,
I've not heard a word, Excuse
me, F've a train to cateh. OIY
to Alexandria tomorrow In
the Caledonia.”

He didn’t know till then
that the Royal Humane
Society nhad glven “him the
medswi- fur-his-herolsm—when-
Imperial Alrways flying-boat
Cyenus crashed in the sea &t
Brindisi, Italy, In 1937. He
dived three times to rescue
passengers  trapped In the
cabin. Says Pllot Mountain :
“Brave ? No, you don't know
why vou do that sort of thing.
You simply dash in—all of a
flurry.”

He llves with his wife and
six - month - old daughter
Tessa in a four-roomed flat
at Chelsea Manor-street, S.W.
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British Airliner
Crash Kills

LONDON, Dec. 5.—(AP)—O0ne
passenger and one member of the
crew were killed today when the
Imperial Airways flying boat
Cygnus, en route from India to
London, crashed in the outer har-
bor of Brindisi, on the southeast:
ern Italian coast, with thirteen
persons aboard. ]

The eleven rescued, including
Sir John Salmond, a government
director of Imperial Airways and
former British Air Staff chief, all
were injured. The dead were a
steward. named Stappani and a
Captain MacDonald.

‘The Cygnus, one of the latest
type 20-ton Empire flying boats
and costing $200,000 sank in the

‘outer harbor after taking: off.

The cause was not determined,
A sister ship, the Capricornus,

crashed in France last March,

killing five, injuring eleven. .,




371205 (Nierinck 371205) — Imperial Airways — “Cygnus” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADUZ — Brindisi
Italy (continued)

A

é%’!ﬁr_ PDST}ZU RIS

Conespon&anm’ r«“t:vﬁc., 5

Type “e” — Cachet — Violet — On Mail to France & Various European Countries Other
Than England

g
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o |
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Type “f” — Cachet — Black — On Mail to France
. Undeliverable Balyaged’ ariiols
1 _:zz-ea_& jtha Tmperial Airwazs 1y

"Cyguwo® which ¢rashed ot Hrig
on ARS ShY.  Dedember 2957

Typ e “g” _

Label — Salmon — Applied by Dead Letter Office, Bombay, India




371205 (Nierinck 371205) — Imperial Airways — “Cygnus” — Short S.23 ‘C” Class— G-ADUZ — Brindisi,
Italy (continued)

” * ol v - i
The accompanying ﬁ@e 7as found loose in the ma:.L ﬂalvaged s

£rom the wreckspe of the ﬂy:mg boat "Gygous" which crashed st - ; .
Brindisi on ‘the 5th Deoember

The inconvenience occaa:.oned is negxe{'.ted« '

A : o=

il

RS i = :L_:

Type “h” — Printed Explanation From Mount Pleasant P.O., London

_ X Egl F lzugzeugab ug,z
3 PAAGED 51 SEX WATER | /*fiurch Wasse beschadi

Type “j” — Cachet — Violet — On Mail to Austri

Type “i” — Cachet — Violet — On Mail to
England

O M o

Type “k” — Cachet — Black — On Mail to Type “I” —

Cachet — Violet — On Mail to Englan
England

[ o
B g

= ' Th;la letter was among the mail -
- L‘-~ _salvaged from the wreck of the
Boatefal Aitwaye fiying boat

Wip .. Mgygnus" which crashed at Brindisi
-‘- &“;'J EON - onythe 5th December, 1937.

R

.

Type “m” — Cachet — Black — On Mail to
Belgium Type “n” — Typed Label — On Mail to England

138




371205 (Nierinck 371205) — Imperial Airways — “Cygnus” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADUZ — Brindisi,
Italy (continued)

TS -
Doorweekt 'vliegongeval

Brindis -
SRR Y VR

Type “p” — Cachet — Dark Violet — On Mail to
The Netherlands (Nierinck reported this as

black) Type “s” — Cachet — Violet — Applied to
Mail to the USA & Canada by the
London Post Office, but also known on a
cover to England

y ¥ E ﬁ’nrcv Rv

Type “t” — Cachet — color unknown —

On Mail to the USA Type “u” — Cachet — Similar to Type “e” With
additional cachet “RECU DANS __ ETAT” +
Manuscript “Timbre manqué” (Stamp missing)
THLAWD SECTION,
LOMNDON POSTAL REGIOH,
IMHEDIATE, J._o'(:l)ecembar, 197,

The Head Po:rlm:\ atm

The accompanying cprrespondence which was ealvaged £rcm-the—
wreck of the Tmperinl Airways Air Line:"Cygmus" is farwerded for
digpoenl as eaxrly as possible,

The wariting is nol sufficiently deciphereble to determine

the precise address, but es the item appsors 4o be proper for delivexry

in your aven no douwbd, with local knowledge, delivery cen be effected,

¢, HICKHAN,

Divisioml Contraller,

e S —

Type “w” — Letter From Inland Section, London Postal Region




371205 (Nierinck 371205) — Imperial Airways — “Cygnus” — Short S.23 ¢C’ Class— G-ADUZ — Brindisi,

Italy (continued)
- B\esahadlgfe Emschreibsendung
:5"%";. 1’*’ __ = 848 es
E W s
Aufgabe@r#-...JW;;..........Nr W A

Empfanger Boploed Koo
;i A ;mee 79

Bev i;'\h ;
sfarr.f %m .//é

du{ ‘/) 'JQZeungst .
ur» ; '

. Cschs .
e ad’gz‘,

e asSerb

Type “x” — Note From Vienna, Austria Post Office

Cover from Palestine to Montreal, Canada
with bilingual cachet used mainly on mail to Canada and the USA
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371205 (Nierinck 371205) — Imperial Airways — “Cygnus” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADUZ — Brindisi,

Italy (continued)

. Da([j
Monc(dLﬂ

Herald -

ugusr 29th, 1938 "

"AIR CAPTAIN
BLAMED FOR
LINER CRASH

OMMANDER MOLLARD,

Imperial Airways captain,
is blamed for the crash of the
flying-boat Cygnus in Brin-
disi harbour on December 5,
in which two died.

The Chlef Inspector of Accl-
dents, Alr Ministry, in his find-
ings, just issued, says that the

" accident was caused by the
captain attempting to take-off
with the Cygnus’ wing-flaps in
the full-out position.

He states that he is satisfled
that there was no defect in the

- controls, and that the struc-
ture of the aircraft was in no
way defective; that less than
the maximum load was carried,
and it was correctly distri-
buted.

The steward and one pas-
senger were killed in the erash

John Salmond, Marshal of the
R,A.F., and Sir Edwin Lutyens’
squ—were injured.

The Inspector states that he

e to the conclusion that
am maladjustment of the flaps
wps due to the fact that the
f routine instructions for
take-off were not in this case
qrrled out and checked, as
btheen the captain and the

pernumerary captain (Cap-

n Hollins).

mperial Alrways has since

e accldent carefully re-
vigwed the routine Instruc-
tigns for the taking-off of fly-
ing~boats. ;

t is satisfied that these in-
sq'uctlong were adequate, but
a yeminder has been sent to all
ot’!}cers concerned drawing
Lh;lr attention to the need for

and the radio-operator and five
passengers — including Sir

DRYING 120.000
LETTERS

SALVAGED FROM SEA

From a Special Correspondent

The last batches of 120,000 sea-sodden|
latters from the lmpcnal Alrways liner,
Cygnus., w. t Brindisi on Dec. 5,
are beinz dried barore delivery in a
basement room at General Post

'l'hc whale of the Cyznuu 100 bags of

mail has now been sal vn{)ee ugh

some of the letters have o soaked in

ua water [or over a week, ve aic

{30 badly damaged as to be unde iverable,
The radiatol

i all
this mail is being drizd ls usually used
to dty the wet clothing of postmen. For
t five days.men have been em.

ploﬁed day and night placing thousauds

ttess one by‘onc on o
As soon as one batch has drled, nther
waiting bundles are opened and their
contents spread out. .

The foor Is ankle<deep in the stamps
of almost every nntion east from Egypt
to New Zealand. Generally the first

I t happens when a letter is
dricd I3 that the stamp peels off. Already
several basketfuls have been swept up.

All the stamps are lent to the Re-|
tumed Letter on, where they are

ge preserved for six months
be!ore ing sold. Anyonenrmlvlng a

letter by
ippl{lhhen tor um

Sea Water " may
missing stamp—-or

rigid adherence to these in-
styuctions in all cases.

Salyaged Mail
Some 120,000 letters were salvaged
from the Impenal Airways Liner

Cygnus which was wrecked in Brindisi

Harbour on the 5th December. Most
of these letters were dried at the
G.P.O. in London before being de-
livered, but a et was
delivered to one London dealer with
the sea water Is_.hnll rux;;n.ugf o‘ut of
the e. ousands of stamps
frompaﬁx?g\«m and Far East arc
retained by the Returned Letier
Em of the Post Office in case
thev are claimed by the owners of
the letters on which they were stu:).
Most of the envelopes were stam
“ Damaged by Sea Water" be :e
being delivered. Surely waterproof
mail bags would be a good idea?

AIR MAIL

Imperial Airways Empire Mail
carrying flying boat “Cygnus”
crashed at Brindisi, Italy, whilst
endeavoring to take off on the last
part of her homeward journey to
Southampton on Sunday December
5th, She was flying mail from
Australia and India as well as
passengers. One passenger and
the plane’s steward were killed.
It appears that the plane lost
height twice just after becoming
“unstuck” after the take off and
the second time stove in her bows
on impact with heavy seas. The
serious nature of the damage
caused the machine to sink almost
immediately. Passengers and crew
were taken off by the shore base
launch which reached the plane just
in time. All that was visible above
the water was the tail unit. The
boat was salvaged and towed
ashore tail first. It is understood
that most of the mail was recov-
ered although badly damaged by
sea water. Just wondering if the
“Cygnus” had any Christmas mail

for me!!

] b
£40,000 MACHINE |
BUILT TO SPEED UP AIR
MAILS

The Cygnus, whose engines develop
2,960 h.p. is one of the Class C Empire
ﬂymg-boats with a span of 114ft. She
cost more than #£40,000, and was
delivered last March.

This class was introduced to speed up
the Empire air mail schedules, and
helped to make possible the 1id rate for
Empire air mail.

The crew is accommodated on the
upper deck and the passengers in four
saloons below. '
Similar machines, the Cambria and
Caledonia. have been carrying out tlest
flights between Foynes, Ireland. and
Botwood, Newfoundland. and -another
Centaurus, is now on a flight to Australia.
Mishaps in which machines of the

| type have been involved include:

Oct 1: Courtier crashed off Athens.:

Three killed.
March
France.

24: Capricornus crashed in
Five killed,




371205 (Nierinck 371205) — Imperial Airways — “Cygnus” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADUZ — Brindisi,

Italy (continued)

TYPE “a” CACHET & “AMBULANCE” COVER
/ g " N T, ¢ . .‘, o T,

) T

Type “y” — Ambulance Cover From Mount Pleasant P.O., London

Cover from Shanghai, China with type “a” cachet
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371205 (Nierinck 371205) — Imperial Airways — “Cygnus” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADUZ — Brindisi, ‘
Italy (continued) t

YEE TSOONG TOBACCO COMPANY, IIMITED % ¢
< PR woneaeng) (8 *

il
|||
B

¥ Lo i

s N |
or ' \l/ '
11 ‘ '

W

4

TG0 OV SEA |
WATER

DAM

7 3

i , ~.

Tal. : TERminus 4272 : DIVISIONAL CONTROLLER'S OFFICE,

Extension 143 LONDON POSTAL REGION,
Your Reference MOUNT PLEASANT, ;
P.O. Roforence I,5. 32676/38 LONDON, EC.I. ‘

// February, 1938.

Dear Madam,

In reply Lo your appliention of tue 26th ultimo, 1 regret
very mucn thal Lihe circumslances make it quiLte impossible to ruentify
tne stemp which is missing from the air mail letber of which the
cover is enclosed, and 1 am sorry, therefore, thut ] sn unable Lo

assist you further in the matter, or to eelect for Jou & stamp of an
eyuivalent vslue.

The cover nes now veen stamped "Lomsped by Sen Water",

Yours faithfully,

o P &
M
tvisional Controller,

l

&
@ Mrs. Baveystock.

Type “z” — Letter from London Postal Region explaining missing stamp
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371205 (Nierinck 371205) — Imperial Airways — “Cygnus” — Short .23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADUZ — Brindisi,
Italy (continued)

Mail to European countries other than England was sent by the Brindisi Post Office to Paris by train,
where it was redistributed to the various destinations. Some covers were backstamped with the Brindisi
Air Mail cancellation, as shown.

Cover to the USA with Type “s” bilingual cachet & Type “c” cachet
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380115 — Imperial Airways — Aircraft unknown — Rohtak District, India — Cairo-India route

Captain unknown

The following is an extract from an Indian newspaper:
“New Delhi, January 15, 1938. Imperial Airways mailplane from Karachi, which was due at Delhi
today, was unable to land on Delhi Aerodrome owing to a heavy ground mist, north-west of Delhi
in the Rohtak District and damaged its undercarriage. Nobody was injured and the passengers and
mail were brought to Delhi by a motor car. The mail and the passengers have left for Calcutta by

relief plane which was sent from Karachi.”

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

380123 — Imperial Airways — “Cordelia” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-AEUD — On the sea near La Boule,
France — Great Britain-Egypt route

Captain unknown

The following is an extract The Times of London, 24 January 1938:
“The four-engined Imperial Airways flying-boat Cordelia, outward bound from England, was
forced to come down on the sea at La Boule, near Saint-Nazair, yesterday by slight engine trouble,

and was towed the 12 miles to the Imperial Airways base at Saint-Nazair by a launch.”

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — “Cordelia”

- PARTY RATES! ' ©

Speclal rates have been Sxed
for Touring Partles. Particu-
g lars zn....., Tray <l Agener, |
) e direct from

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS ‘LTD.,

Alrways Houu y ter July—London Air Termin
o Charlés Streer, ’u ‘Auv-h ;t ul?cn (Co::m n‘l‘:l
Illymuhl S -+ Departures), S.W.l.
ne—Regen l. uu o Telephone —Vi icioria $241,

Page from Airmail Etiquette Booklet




380206 — Imperial Airways — “Calpurnia” — Short S.23 ‘C” Class — G-AETW — Brindisi, Italy — Great
Britain-Africa route

Captain J.P. Kirton

The aircraft was operating the southbound service to Kisumu, Kenya, and it broke a wing-tip float when
taking off at Brindisi. A relief aircraft the “Calypso” was sent from Southampton shortly after news of
the mishap was received. The “Calypso” picked up the eight passengers and mail, and carried them

onward to Africa.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

L o s S G
= Pt ek D e ——

Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — “Calpurnia”

380308 — Imperial Airways — “Delphinus” — DH-86 Diana Class — G-ACPL — Fort Bayard, Indochina —
Great Britain-Hong Kong route

Captain unknown

The Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports reported that the “Delphinus” overshot the runway whilst
attempting a landing at Fort Bayard on 8 March. The propellers and undercarriage of the aircraft were
damaged and it was feared that the connection at Bangkok would be missed. A later report stated that a
relief aircraft was being sent from Bangkok and that it was expected that the mail would be recovered in
time to make the regular connection. In fact this was not the case and after a three day delay at Fort
Bayard, the “Delphinus” was repaired and completed the operation of service HB13, arriving in Bangkok
on the 13" of March, four days late.

No mail is known in collectors’ hands.

fraoydan Abcodfeme,
DM EXpre At AL

DH.86 Diana Class

“lphinus”
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380603 — Imperial Airways — “Dorado” — DH-86 Diana Class — G-ACWD — Hong Kong — Hong Kong-
Great Britain route

Captain unknown

The “Dorado” caught fire when its engines were started in preparation for the service HB36. The
passengers were hastily evacuated. In Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports, it was reported that “four
persons had remarkable escapes from death when the Imperial Airways liner “Dorado” caught fire on the
ground just before taking off for Bangkok this morning. One of the Chinese employees, who broke his
leg, was the only casualty. Mails and freight were hastily removed from the machine and it was at first
thought that the damage was so slight that plane would be able to leave on its flight tomorrow.
Examination however showed that the damage was more serious than first thought and the Daedalus,
which is due here today, will take over the schedule of the Dorado.”

The mail was not damaged and no covers are known in collectors’ hands.

DH-86 Diana Class — “Dorado”

380612 (Nierinck 380620) — Imperial Airways — “Ceres” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-AETX — Lake
Dugari, India — Great Britain-Asia route

Captain E. M. Gurney

After leaving Karachi enroute to Singapore, the pilot got caught in heavy monsoon rain and made a forced
landing in Lake Dugari, in the State of Tonk about thirty two miles south of Tonk in Central India. This
was an emergency landing place between Raj Samand and Gwalior, about fifty miles south of Jaipur. The
aircraft was unable to continue, as the lake was very shallow, and it was stuck in soft mud. The mail was
carried by bullock cart for 20 miles and by car for a further 10 miles to join the railway connecting to
Lake Gwalior, where the relief plane “Capella” was waiting on the day after the incident. The mail was
carried onward and arrived at Calcutta at 5:00 p.m. the 17". Because there was no damage to the mail, no
special markings were applied.

Hopkins '’ reported that Lake Dugari was normally deep enough for a safe landing, but because of
drought, the water level was 8 feet below normal. After soundings were taken to determine the deepest
area for take-off, the aircraft finally left on the 20" of June.




380724 — Imperial Airways — “Ceres” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-AETX — Wadi Halfa, — South Africa-
Great Britain route

Pilots unknown

Lloyd's Casualty Reports say that “Ceres” collided with a floating Dock. “Caledonia” operated as relief
aircraft. No mail is known.

Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — “Ceres”

380727 (Nierinck 380727) — Imperial Airways — “Amalthea” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta
Class — G-ABTG — Kisumu, Kenya — South Africa-Great Britain route

Captain M. V. Johnstone, First Officer J. E. Ray, Radio Officer T. Morris & Ground Engineer M. J.
Gough

When taking off for Alexandria, the aircraft hit some birds, crashed into a hill and was destroyed by fire.
The four crew members were killed. According to Imperial Airways files, there were no passengers,
mails or cargo on board, as it was a ferry flight to India. It has been included here only because it was
listed by Nierinck, and if it was omitted, some readers might wonder why.

Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class After the Crash
— “Amalthea”

148




381025 — Imperial Airways — “Horatius” — Handley Page HP 42 Heracles Class — G-AAXD — Lympne,
Great Britain — Paris-London route

Captain A. B. Dykes

The flight was due to land at Croydon, but after receiving weather reports showing deterioration of
Croydon visibility, the pilot was instructed to proceed to Lympne at 2049 hours. The pilot was unfamiliar
with the Lympne Aerodrome, and when about to land, the landing lights revealed a fence on the edge of
the aerodrome. The pilot pulled back on the controls to clear the fence, and then tried to gain forward
speed with the engines, but the aircraft dropped heavily and bounced into the air. He let it down again but
the port undercarriage had been damaged by the fence. The port plane dragged on the ground and slewed
the aircraft around at the end of the run. There were no injuries to the pilot, the steward or the sixteen
passengers. The passengers were taken by bus to Folkestone. The mail was not damaged and no covers
are known in collectors’ hands.
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381110 — Imperial Airways — “Canopus” — Short S.23 ¢C’ Class— G-ADHL — Rangoon, Burma — Great
Britain-Australia route

Captain & crew members names unknown

The eastward-bound flying boat and an oil barge collided when the plane alighted at Rangoon, due to
rough water. A float of the aircraft was damaged and the flying boat was delayed for two or three days
while a spare float was obtained from Singapore. The mail was not damaged and no covers are known in
collectors’ hands.

HYDRAVIONS TYPE “EMPIRE' »

INPERIAL AIRWAYS

N0 AFRIQUE .
EXTREMEORIENT AUSTRALIE v
>

Postcard Reproduction of a Poster
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381127 (Nierinck 381127) — Imperial Airways — “Calpurnia” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-AETW — Lake
Ramadi, [raq — Great Britain-Australia route

Captain Ernest Henry “Tich” Attwood, First Officer Alexander Ninian Spottiswood, Radio Operator B.
Bayne-Rees & Flight Clerk F. G. Ubee

The flight had departed from Southampton on the 23", and was carrying a heavy load of Christmas mail.
When attempting to land during a severe sand storm and in the dark, the aircraft struck the water too hard
and crashed in Lake Ramadi, which is 12 miles from Lake Habbaniyah. The Captain had mistaken it for
the normal landing place, Lake Habbaniyah. All four flight crew members were killed, whilst two
Imperial staff passengers and the Steward D.E. Anderson escaped with some injuries. There were no
revenue passengers onboard.

Most of the mail (about 80 bags—800 Ibs.) was scattered across the lake. It was salvaged by the Royal Air
Force (RAF) in watersoaked condition, and many of the covers had the stamps soaked off. To assist with
the salvage, Imperial Airways staff came out from Basra. They were accompanied by some GPO
personnel, who were not pleased to find the RAF people drying out the mail in an irregular manner. By
the 30" of November, eighteen mailbags had been recovered. Many different cachets, labels, markings
and mimeograph explanations were used by the post offices at the various destinations of the mail.

Proud * reports mail to Iran, Iraq, Australia & New Zealand posted in the UK 23.11.38 & 24.11.38
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Type “a” — Cachet — Violet

Even though the Universal Postal Union regulations specify that “postage due” should not be collected on
mail missing stamps because of an accident, some post offices in New Zealand did apply postage due
markings and collected the postage because stamps were missing. A cover is also known to Western
Australia with a postage due “T” marking.




381127 (Nierinck 381 127) — Imperial Airways — “Calpurnia” — Short §.23 ‘C’ Class— G-AETW — Lake
Ramadi, Iraq (continued)

F i / 3 i V V o o ' .."'-" ! ;-E

DAMAGED BY WAT=R ] UAMAGFW BY WAT‘%&Q‘ N
| TRANSIT FRCM LONDO \ TRANSIT_FROM LALHON A
S L ' «EX C {\ ’H'b‘,_ v
- - e i el T e A Mgg Sy Sy
Type “b” — Cachet - Pink Type “bb” — Cachet — Pink — Similar to

type “b” but with “EX CALPURNIA”
added

%szv AT

LY zﬁ:t : %*}“5‘ RECEIVED AT AUCKLAND IN

;;‘ U«é}t%ﬁai:{; t 37‘4';’.}'1» ,.-._.. &. DAMAGED CONDITTION

>
.Lc‘...,

Type “d” — Cachet (facsimile) — Pink —
Type “c” — Cachet — Violet - Applied by Applied by Auckland, New Zealand Post
Wellington, New Zealand Post Office Office

2

 Received at
JECEVED N DAMAGED CONDITION o™ e Bl
AT CHRISTCHURCH. ~ BYDNEY, R.8.%
e Sl - DAMAGED

Type “e” — Cachet — Pink — Applied by
Christchurch, New Zealand Post Office

Type “f” — Cachet — Black or Pink — Applied
by Sydney, Australia Post Office

e RS ~
e I

S ALVAOLD scavED T
DAMAGED CONDITIOS,

LK“‘G,A)..PURNIF\“ ' ex CALPURNIa

Type “g” — Cachet — Black — Applied by Type “h” — Cachet — Violet — Applied by
Hobart, Australia Post Office Wellington, New Zealand Post Office
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381127 (Nierinck 381127) — Imperial Airways — “Calpurnia” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-AETW - Lake
Ramadi, Iraq (continued)

“tassurance Co.
-Lonoon K.c.1.

. 7 T e et S T e e
e et T e e

e e it o s

. s 2t o e e s i o .

£ the Empire Plying Bont
d letter was salvaged from the mail of k
'Cxlpu32;0515i§g; craghed at Iake Ramadi, Arabtia. This accounts for the unfor
tunate delay and the condition of the a;ttcle.

B.H. BROWN
Superintendant, V-il Eranch

----------- e T B T e e B

Type “j” — Printed Explanation — From Victoria, Australia

The accompanying postal article
/
"Calpurnia",

was Salvaged from the Flying Boa+
which crashed in Lake Habbaniyah on 27,11.38

R o Lt

(R.N. PARTINGTON) ,
Deputy Dlrector %

L
CES T
e W e et ot

s When en route
vith wails for sustralia from England.

Type “k” — Printed Explanation — From Melbourne, Australia

The accompanying postal artlcle was salvaged f.‘rom the
I‘lylnﬂ' Boat '"Calpurnia

s which crashed in Take Habbaniyah Iralk
on 27.11

+38, when on route with mails for Australia from England,
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i M‘I"‘-“) Wff ;;oé (R.ngc;g/
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Type “kk” — Printed Explanation — From Melbourne, Australia




381127 (Nierinck 381127) — Imperial Airways — “Calpurnia” — Short S.23 *C’ Class— G-AETW — Lake
Ramadi, Iraq (continued)

T T sl

The acconpanying post.l articls “as s.:.lvagad from the Flying
Bozt "Ge;lpui'xiia"; which crishsd in Laks Hebi.niyoh Irak on 27.11.38,

when en routs with meils for austr.licfrom Englind. £

(foiNs P. TINGTON)
Deputy Director.

L]

- - - e sl —

Type “kl” — Printed Explanation — From Melbourne, Australia

{ ¢ 3 4 & O !

S 4 €a3.
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
ELEPHONENO, N REPLY :n.nss auors ‘ 3 ;
sSwited No A POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT,
. No.__. L g GENERAL POsT OFFICE. 3
Sch. ction 31934 Lo SYDNEY, 20 . (e : 1937_ 1
i
= s

The enclosed air maii was damaged when the flying
boat _Calp\irnia, outward bound from England, was forced down on,
water while 9rossing Iraq.

The delay and incanvenience caused yoﬁ by tl;is mosth

unfortunate happening, are very much regfetted.

. Al holeh v -
e : : (V.E.BUTLER)

Deputy Director, .
~_ Posts and Telegraphs.

Type “I” — Explanation letter From Sydney, GPO, Australia

Figure 6C
WHAT 1S INCLUDED IN THE EMPIRE FARES . EUROPEAN AIR MAILS
Letter Ar Mails are despazched every day to most EUROPEAN
countrist. The postage rates for lesters 3nd port-Gards arei—
LETTERS :—First Ounce - - 4
2 Each Additional Ounce  3d
lig “..“'Lm 'k ":""" POST-CARDS - - - - 2d
0 ., Qlé -
ﬂm = m ': k. Carrespondence may ilso be sent by ur or by combined air and
" oms jod ordinary services (o most cauntries ouuide Eurcpe. Pircel Air Maily
e .. £10 . O 2 are despatched on week-days 1o moss European countries. For posuge
oo .. E1S . Qsl - rates and (ull particulars of lecter and parcel air mail services, faw AIR
(M fores licbia ta slearation) MAIL LEAFLET obuainable [res of charge from any Posc Office.
Fiours AA Bl &1V

Pages from Airmail Etiquette Booklet
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381127 (Nierinck 381127) — Imperial Airways — “Calpurnia” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-AETW — Lake
Ramadi, Iraq (continued)

Type “m” — Printed Explanation From Hobart, Tasmania, Australia

The accompanying nostal arti le was salvaged from i1e

Tlying Boat "Calpournia’, which crashe

in Lake Habwaniyah Irak on
2741138, vhea on route with mails for \&uStIfalia from England.

pma s At s

Type “n” — Printed Explanation — From Melbourne, Australia With Misspelling
“Calpournia” — Note postage/revenue stamp affixed to it
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381127 (Nierinck 381127) — Imperial Airways — “Calpurnia” — Short S.23 ¢C’ Class— G-AETW — Lake
Ramadi, Iraq (continued)

Type “0” — Cachet — Pink — On Officially Sealed Label From Christchurch, New Zealand
Post Office

'Jf >
T The accompanyirg rostal \é}, &
& .rticle was salvaged from the NAUgTRbl
3 wlying Boal ngalpurnia", which e
§ crashed in Take Harraniyak, Ipak,
on 27/44/38, wher. er route with
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Type “q” — Printed Label From Perth, Australia Post Office
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The accOmpanying postal

article was salvaged from the

. TFlying Boat ucalpurnia, which
crashed in Lake I—\l,'ah"raniyah, Irak,
on 27/11/38, wher en route with
mails for Australia, from Englard.

F.W, Arnold,
Neputy Director. Perth,
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Type “qq” — Printed Label From Perth, Australia Post Office — Variation of Type “q”
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Type “s” — Printed Label From Dunedin, New Zealand Post Office
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381231 (Nierinck 381231) — Imperial Airways — “Calypso” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-AEUA —
Alderney, Great Britain — South Africa-Great Britain route

. Captain W.R. Brown & Radio Officer Folger

The aircraft was carrying 2 passengers, 6 crew members and 1,300 kilos of mail. After take-off from St.
Nazaire, France, bound for Southampton, the flight encountered bad weather and engine trouble. The
pilot made a forced landing on the sea near the Island of Alderney. The Captain radioed that an aileron
was damaged. The steamer “Regal” towed the aircraft to Cherbourg, France. Imperial sent an aircraft to

Cherbourg, which picked up the passengers and mail and took them to Croydon. The Calypso flew on to
Southampton on the 3™ of January.

No special markings were applied because the mail was undamaged. A few covers from South Africa are
known.
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381231 (Nierinck 381231) — Imperial Airways — “Calypso” — Short 8.23 *C’ Class — G-AEUA —
Alderney, Great Britain (continued)
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Two Covers From the “Calypso” — No cachets were applied, but one cover has a
manuscript “Flying boat down in Channel”

390121 (Nierinck 390121) — Imperial Airways — “Cavalier” — Short S.23 ‘C” Class— G-ADUU — Near
Bermuda — New York-Bermuda route

Captain M.R. Alderson, First Officer Neil Richardson & Wireless Operator W. Patrick Chapman

The flight left New York at 10:38 am. The aircraft experienced ice formations on the wings, and at
11,000 feet, all four engines suddenly went out of synchronization and then began to fade. The engine
revolutions fluctuated significantly and did not respond to crew manipulation of the throttles. The
Captain made an emergency landing in the sea 250 miles from Bermuda, and the aircraft sank. Ten
survivors, including four crew members, were rescued by the oil tanker ship “Esso Baytown”, after
clinging to lifejackets and pieces of wreckage of the plane for ten hours in heavy seas. Two passengers
and the steward R. Spence lost their lives. Following the investigation of this accident, the Air Ministry’s
Chief Inspector of Accidents, Wing Commander Vernon S. Brown, recommended that some type of raft
or lifeboat be carried on all flying boats.

According to Proud 32 the flight was carrying mail from London posted between 11 and 13 January. No
mail is known in collectors’ hands.

> UBShaMug
IMPERIAL ::"f"‘;";ws‘

“qum 181 4 ww

Short S.23 C’ Class — “Cavalier”
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390308 — Imperial Airways — “Cambria” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-ADUV — Indian Ocean near Kroosi
Bay, Mozambique — Great Britain- South Africa route

Captain E. S. John Alcock, First Officer Shakespeare, Radio Officer G. “Paddy” Cussans & Flight Clerk
Parsons

After leaving Dar-es-Salaam and Lindi, the final stop of the day was to be Lumbo, Mozambique. At 1409
GMT, forty miles from Mozambique, the aircraft came up against a gigantic dark storm. There being no
way around it, Captain Alcock decided to fly through it and try to make Lumbo. However, the weather
was so bad there, a landing would have been impossible. He consulted with Colonel Garth Trace,
Manager of the South African Division of Imperial, and a former pilot, who happened to be a passenger.
It was decided to alight on sheltered water and wait out the storm. At 1442, all four engines faded,
completely and rapidly, as though all the throttles had been closed. There was 180 gallons of fuel left, so
the Captain was unable to determine what the reason was. Using all his experience and skill, he managed
to glide the flying boat down onto the very rough seas, and then “sail” it into the bay like a ship. The
passengers were taken off by a small local boat. There was speculation that the fuel, which was taken on
at Dar-es-Salaam, was contaminated by dirt and dust, and/or water, but this was never proven.

The mail was undamaged and no covers are known in collectors’ hands.

“Cambria” After the Forced Landing on the Sea




390312 (Nierinck 390312) — Imperial Airways — “Capella” — Short 8.23 °C’ Class — G-ADUY — Batavia,
Java, Netherlands East Indies

Captain H. B. Hussey

When taxiing in Batavia Harbour, the aircraft was brought in too close to the shore and it hit a submerged
shipwreck, which tore a hole in the hull. The Captain quickly drove the flying boat up onto the beach,
where she lay in the shallows and filled with seawater. The hull damage proved irreparable and Capella

was dismantled and shipped to England, where she had to be scrapped.

One cover is known, as shown.

m—r

. \
T{\e Empire Airways' flying-boat “C apella.”” which was recenily partly submerged in five feet of water after
’ striking a piece of d-iftwood when landing at Batavia.

Type “a” — Cachet — Purple
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390315 (Nierinck 390315) — Imperial Airways — “Corsair” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-ADVB — Near
Faradje, Belgian Congo — South Africa-Great Britain route

Captain E. S. J. Alcock, First Officer Shakespeare, Radio Officer G. “Paddy” Cussans and Flight Clerk
Parsons

Enroute from South Africa, the flight was scheduled to land at Juba, Sudan. The weather was very bad
and there was thick fog. The aircraft was lost, and flew around for about two hours, trying to find Juba.

. It descended through the clouds, the captain saw a straight stretch of water, and landed. It turned out to
be a narrow river, the Dangu, and at the end of the landing, the aircraft hit a submerged rock and ripped
open the hull. The aircraft was in danger of sinking quickly, so Captain Alcock opened up the engines
and beached the aircraft.

It took over four months and great effort to repair the aircraft. A repair party, comprised of Short
Brothers and Imperial personnel, repaired the aircraft under trying conditions. Roads had to be
constructed, and a 150 foot wide dam was built from trees and boulders, creating an artificial lake to
provide a longer take-off surface. A take-off attempt on the 14™ of July ended in failure, when the aircraft
swung to starboard, a wingtip float hit the river bank, and Captain Alcock had to cut the engines. The
flying boat hit a submerged rock and ripped open the other side of the hull. The engines were removed
and rebuilt, and the inside fittings were stripped out in order to lighten the aircraft as much as possible.
After nearly six months more, the aircraft had been repaired and it was successfully flown out by Captain
J.C. Kelly-Rogers. The aircraft served Imperial and BOAC for many years afterward. It flew more than
half a million miles before the war had ended.

The mail was recovered, but very few covers have survived. Four different cachet varieties are known, as
shown. Field '® reported a cover from Southern Rhodesia to the Sudan. A cover is also known from
Nyasaland to the Gold Coast.

Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — “Corsair”

' Bamaged by Walch wh K%he ACCIDENT. D'A\I\ON.Q'“‘:"”"
Iggeral” Alrways A“g')‘l% forced Currespondancesrecuenlhesenﬂev i

1; ﬁ‘d d é a, S dc \
tagided mear Juba, Sudan. \g f; | NEPA § TAX ER B

\

Type “a” — Cachet — Black

Type “b” — Cachet — Black — On mail to France




390315 (Nierinck 390315) — Imperial Airways — “Corsair” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-ADVB — Near

Faradje, Belgian Congo (continued)

Type “c” — Cachet — Black — On mail to France

Type “d” — Cachet — Color Unknown
On mail to England

_‘—...,_...,_,‘,;,___.‘. —

U SEGELL'S KOSHER BUTCHERY\ s

5 I;:\Tl‘ or KORT AND CDM\UEMON[‘“ S[‘REB’"S
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i ‘Uul”:esenﬁe,'
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- ADDRESS
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Cover with Type “b” Cachet Applied in Paris, France

TEN 1 MONTHS’.’}‘TO

Capt J.C. Kelly Rog S
“On March 14" the ‘Corsair ‘was makmg
her homeward ‘journey from Durban to
Southampton when “she found  herself
off her course, :She was compelled to
alight at Faraje, ‘on the River. Daugu,
about 150 miles south-west of Juba.
There were no casualties.  All. mail :
frenght and baggage were salved. The
flying-boat, however, was badly holed. :
The river was altogether unsuited to
flying-boat operations.” ““Between the
river and the nearest road lay at least
2,000 yards of thick bush.” On May 9
the flying-boat - was ° successfully
beached for repairs, and by the end of
g;ne she was ready to resume her
ing.

ROAD MADE THROUGH BUSH

The tiver in its original condition
would have made a take-off impossible.
Co-operation came from the officials of
the Government in the Belgian Congo
and a gold-mining company.

A road was hacked through the virgin
bush, so that lorries could bring to the
riverside great rocks with which to
build a.dam. Rocks in the bed of the
river were blasted, and on July 13 it
was decided that the Corsair should
attempt her take-off.

The Corsair unfortunately hit a rock
still embedded in the river and received
further damage.

Meanwhile the river was fa]lmg. and

it was realised that a second take-off
could not be attempted until the waters
had risen in September. = The Cprsair
was once more afloat on Oct. 5. -
. Yet another dam was built and more
rocks were blasted. A month aga Capt.
Kelly Rogers left England to bring back
the Corsair from the Belgian Congo.

He was in command of the flying-boat
Caribou during her inaugural flight for
the British North Atlantic air mail ser-
vice to Botwood, Montreal ‘and. New
York last August.

The Corsair is one- ot the standard
flying-boats used on the Empire routes-




390315 (Nierinck 390315) — Imperial Airways — “Corsair” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-ADVB — Near
Faradje, Belgian Congo (continued)

Covers to Unusual Destinations
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390315 (Nierinck 390315) — Imperial Airways — “Corsair” — Short §.23 *C Class — G-ADVB — Near
Faradje, Belgian Congo (continued)

Corsair after landing on the river and hitting a submerged rock

Corsair after repairs were made

To support the necessary repairs to the Corsair, a small village was created, where none
had existed previously. After the Corsair was finally flown out, this village was named
“Corsairville”.
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The Only Cover Reéofded From Mozambique
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390501 (Nierinck 390501) — Imperial Airways — “Challenger” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVD —
Lumbo, Mozambique — Great Britain-South Africa route

Acting Captain Frederick D. Smith, First Officer W. G. N. Saunders, First Officer J.E. Gavshon, Radio
Operator Tom Webb & Flight Clerk George Knight

The flight had taken off from Dar es Salaam, Tanganyika at 2:35 a.m.. On landing at 7:10 a.m., the flying
boat struck a small boat and sunk in shallow water. Even though Captain Smith had previously made
several landings at Lumbo, on this occasion the wind direction necessitated a landing in the opposite
direction to the previous landings. The radio operator and flight clerk were both killed. The remaining
crew members and three passengers were saved.

The mail was recovered and forwarded on the flying boat “Canopus”. Mail to the Transvaal Province and
Cape Town was put onto a train at Lorenco Marques. Six different cachets were applied to the mail, as
shown. Mail to Rhodesia was not cacheted.

Proud ** reports mail to Nyasaland, Mozambique & South Africa, posted in the UK between 21.4.39 and
25.4.39. A cover is known from Tabora, Belgian Congo to Durban, South Africa. Field ‘¢ reported mail
also to Southern Rhodesia and Southwest Africa. A cover is also known from Entebbe, Uganda to
Johannesburg, and another one is known from Tanganyika to Durban. Covers are also known from New
Zealand and Australia to South Africa. Hopkins ' also reported mail to Nyasaland and Portuguese East
Africa (Mozambique).




390501 (Nierinck 390501) — Imperial Airways — “Challenger” — Short g.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVD —
Lumbo, Mozambique (continued)

| \
st ‘_\.\

Mezambique, Port E. Africa |

Mav 1, 1939. The Tmperial Airways fly-"
ing boat CHALLENGER en route from !
Dar es Salaam to Durban, was wrecked
in shallow water after striking a small
boat in landing. The pilot, Capt. Smith,
and First Ofc. Saunders were injured and
two crew members were killed. Three
other crew members and 3 passengers
were unhurt. British mails for southern
Africa postmarked April 21-25 were on
board, and most of it reported salvaged.

A two line bi-lingual cachet in purple
was applied to the damaged mail as fol-

(FTER THE Et;ﬁ\‘m—ruum-m, picues of craberis et in o lows: FLYING BOAT CORRESPON-
ine, in a whi ictures sceing becawse they are o o) , 5

e btrutioc il e il Aoy Toing-boat DENCE DAMAGED BY SEAWATER /
e 8 ler bt pul down i the orthodox: alishting:place: al VLIEGBOOT KORRESPONDENSIE DEUR |

Mogambique on May |- ISEEWATER BESKADIG. The cachet is
inclosad in frame lines. Covers are oi-

——

ryrsicieies norearch nanou
MAILS DELAYED IN FLYIN SBOAT CRASHL
Johannesburg Post OMea officials deciphering addresses on enveloped
which had been saturated when the fiving-boat Challenger crashed
at Lumbo,

A typical scene in lhe sorting department of the Port flizabeth Post Oifice

— e ——————

Sorting Damaged Mail from the “Challenger”
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390501 (Nierinck 390501) — Imperial Airways — “Challenger” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVD —

Lumbo, Mozambique (continued)

LA

| FLY DOAT GORRESPONDENCE OAWAGED Y SEAVNTER
YLIEGDOOT KORRESPUNDESIE DEUR SEEWATER BLSKADIG

Type “a” — Cachet — Violet — Bilingual
English-Afrikaans Applied in
South Africa

SALVAGED MAIL FROM
F/; YING-BOAT
CHA LLENGER

Type “c” — Cachet — Black — Applied in
Sout_h Africa

,,,,,
o . e e e e

Type “b” — Cachet — Violet — Applied in
South Africa

Type “d” — Cachet — Black — — Applied in
South Africa, often on Ambulance covers
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‘\ v e TR -

PCST OFFICE/PCSKANTCOR,

The accompanying postal
article has been received in
the meil salvaged from the
Tlying boat "Challenger", which
crashed at Lumba, on the east
coast of Africa, on the lst

May, 1939.

ASSISTANT POSMSTEVASS

(FOSTS).

JOHANNESBURG »
4 May/mei, 1939.

Die bygaande posartikel
was ontvang in die pos gered
van die vliegskip uChallenger",
vwat op 1 Mei, 1939, te Lumba,
aan die Qos kus van &frika,; —

verongeluk het.

POSME..STER
ELING).

Type “e” — Printed Explanation from J ohannesburé, South Africa Post Office
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390501 (Nierinck 390501) — Imperial Airways — “Challenger” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVD —
Lumbo, Mozambique (continued)

Type “f’ — Various Manuscipt explanations
The one above is believed to have been applied at Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia

s
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: B V. B
Type “g” — Label Applied at Durban, Type “h” — Label Applied at Stutterheim,
South Africa. Similar labels were applied South Africa — Slightly different than Type
at Capetown and other South African g

Post Offices




390501 (Nierinck 390501) — Imperial Airways — “Challenger” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVD —
Lumbo, Mozambique (continued)

G, ssp SR 0,000, 75 A, 1 AL

| Found open and clliclally closed
in the Post Office.

Freamesastagias TRTTT s e eenana (At am

i} — N WM,

Type “i” — Label Applied at Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia

A number of covers are known with the small
“Challenger” emblem in a circle. It is believed
this was applied to recovered covers by the well
known aerophilatelic dealer Francis J. Field

il PLEASE POST YOUR
. AIR MAIL LETTERS
BEARLY IN THE WEEK

IN YOUR OWN
3 INTEREST & §
wmen o .
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
From Teavel Agents or IMPERIAL AIRWATS,

AIRWAY  TERMINUS, VICTORIA, $.wW, 1.,
ViCtoria 121 (Coy and Nighty PG

Figure 7A Flaee Ay

Pages From Airmail Etiquette Booklet




390501 (Nierinck 390501) — Imperial Airways — “Challenger” — Short §.23 ‘C’ Class— G-ADVD —

Lumbo, Mozambique (continued)
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Station Supt.,
The Manica Trading Co., Ltd.,
Casa Tnfanta Sagres,
P.0.Box 265,

Q,Q“RE/O
ISMAI 1939 8H
SEIRY

&

BEIRA,
PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA.

This is a “Test Cover”, mailed in London on 25 April 1939,
which is believed to have been on the Challenger when it
crashed. No information is known about this “Test”, and
there are no references to it in any of the books consulted.
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L Diitban, met-with an acéident when lsnding ai Mozambigue’

~ (Portuguese East Africa) at 8.20 a.m. to-day (South African’

. tme). - :

®OF the cight people on board Flight-Clerk Knight was

" killed and Radio Officer Webb is missing. - The rest of the crew -

- N
3t |
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.
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" and the' three passengers were injured. .- :

| \ Mt ¥ . - " ; : el
.~ Itis not known yet whether the flying-boat sank or whether. .
iE the mails-are safe.: % i ek e AR
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390518 — Imperial Airways — “Falcon” — De Havilland DH-91 Albatross — G-AFDJ — Croydon Airport,
London, Great Britain — Paris-London route

Captain S. T. B. Cripps, Captain F. T. Digby & First Officer N. F. Rose

The aircraft was taxiing in from the afternoon service from Paris. It slid sideways in mud into the edge of
the concrete apron, which at that spot was some inches higher than the aerodrome fairway. The
undercarriage collapsed and the aircraft went into the mud. The flaps were buckled and the wing
covering was ripped, and the aircraft was out of service for weeks. No other details are available and no
mail is known.

De Havilland DH-91 Albatross — Same type as “Falcon”

390523 — Imperial Airways — “Delia” — De Havilland DH.86 Diana Class — G-ACWC — Bangkok,
Thailand

Captain & 1* Officer unknown
The Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports for 23 May 1939 reported that: “The Imperial Airways liner Delia

ran off the runway when taking off from Bangkok today. The Delia was damaged but nobody was
injured.” No mail is known in the hands of collectors.

THE BRITISH AIR LINE

Imperial Airways Promotional Label




390601 — Imperial Airways — “Andromeda” — Armstrong Whitworth AW XV Atalanta Class — G-ABTH
— Cairo, Egypt

Pilot & 1% Officer unknown

According to Denham ¢ the aircraft was damaged beyond repair. No other details are known, and no
mail is known.

Loading Mail at London Croydon Airport




390612 (Nierinck 390612) — Imperial Airways — “Centurion” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-ADVE —
Calcutta, India — Australia-Great Britain route

Captain Anthony C. Loraine, First Officer Evan A. T. Murray, Radio Officer Edward B. Brown & F light
Clerk L. R. Smith

When landing on the alighting area at Bally on the Hooghly River at Calcutta, a severe wind gust caught
the tail, lifting it suddenly and causing the aircraft to nose into the water. The aircraft slowly began to
sink. The four passengers and the crew members were rescued by launches within 16 minutes after the
aircraft hit the water. Shortly after that, the aircraft sank. When attempts were made to raise the
wreckage, the aircraft broke into two because chains were used.

The majority of the mail (about 40 bags) was salvaged. Many different types of cachets, labels and
mimeograph explanations are known. Many of the covers were processed at the Calcutta Post Office. A
cachet with the wording “SALVAGED MAIL/EX + CENTURION” was made up from a “John Bull”
rubber stamp, where the individual letters were inserted. Therefore, many varieties of this cachet are
known, such as spelling “Centuria”, letters inverted, missing letters, etc.

Proud *? reports mail from New Zealand, Australia, Papua New Guinea, North Borneo, Sarawak, Malaya,
Hong Kong & Burma

Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — “Centurion”

Captain Anthony C. Loraine

BALVAGED MAILS “h LA O ad 0
KXo CENTURION a}ﬂ’ W TU RO
Type “a” — Cachet — Magenta — E (EX) Type “aa” — Cachet — Red — second line
under S (SALVAGED) shifted to the left

This is considered the “Normal” cachet
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390612 (Nierinck 390612) — Imperial Airways — “Centurion” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-ADVE —
Calcutta, India (continued)

THE STATESMAN, TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 1930,

CRASHES IN HOOGHL"

CENTURION CRASIHL Two pictures taken shurtly iftes tse Aying hoal had siruch the w l,f:r. The first =hd
tescaers assembled round the rudder of the sinklug  crafl The second photograph was tiken a lew ming
Jaier.

SALVAGING EMPIRE g YR
FLYING BOAT — BEGlgs\ “Fuive B s | -« |

Salyvage work in progress on the Empire Flving Boat Centurion,
crashed and sanlk in the Hooghly River, near Caleutta, Two of the
pecupnts were injured,

There is a
regular Air

B S Service by
" IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

THE BRITISH AIR LINE to ITALY, GREECE, EGYFT, IRAQ,
PERSIA, INDIA, EAST & CENTKAL AFRICA aud THE EAST
Purticulars from any Post Office, or from
Airways House, Alter July—London Air Terminus,
o Charles Street, ictoria Station (Continental
Haymarket, S.W.1. Departures). S.Wil.
Telephone:—Rezent 7851, Telephont :—Victoria 8342,

Page From Airmail Etiquette Booklet




390612 (Nierinck 390612) — Imperial Airways — “Centurion” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-ADVE —

Calcutta, India (continued)
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Type “b” — Cachet — Red or Magenta
E (EX) under A (SALVAGED)

Type “c” — Cachet — Red or Magenta
Missing “S”in SALVAGED
& spelling “CENTURIA”
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Type “d” — Cachet — Red or Magenta
Inverted “D” in SALVAGED

DAMAGED BY SEA
WATF R

Type “f’ —

Cachet — Violet or Black
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Type “bb” — Cachet — Red — “S” Missing
& Inverted “V” in SALVAGED
& “M” missing in MAIL

SALVA ) MATY

BX e CENTURT A

Type “cc” — Cachet — Red or Magenta
Inverted “S”in SALVAGED
& spelling “CENTURIA”

Typ e “e” _

Cachet — Purple

AGCIDENT D'Avion

Caresspandancesrocueilliessnlior

‘NE PAS TAXER

Type “g” — Cachet — On Covers to France
and other European Countries



390612 (Nierinck 390612) — Imperial Airways — “Centurion” — Short §.23 *C’ Class — G-ADVE —
Calcutta, India (continued)

ﬁffich'né‘ss-’t aus RS,
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Caloutta eingegangen
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Type “h” — Label Affixed in Munich, Germany
Type “hh” — Cachet — Purple — Applied in Munich, Germany

Type “i” — Onion Skin Label with Typed Explanation on Covers to the USA

CUVELUPPE UC DCL vavt. curea e

Type “j” — Manuscript Explanation on Ambulance Cover used with mail to Italy
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390612 (Nierinck 390612) — Imperial Airways — “Centurion” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-ADVE —
Calcutta, India (continued)

Type “k” — Cachet — Purple — “Insufficiently Addressed”
Applied by London Post Office because the addressed was washed off the envelope

SALVAGED MAIL 'bALVAG-E?D MAJ:*.

ExXe+ CENTURICN EX o::OENTURIOIG
P T~ E
Type “m” — Cachet — Red Type “n” — Cachet — Red
With Spelling “CENTURICN” Inverted “S” in SALVAGED




390612 (Nierinck 390612) — Imperial Airways — “Centurion” — Short S.23 ‘C” Class — G-ADVE —
Calcutta, India (continued)

© \ P o ' v

PR, .4};'”5' NAGED ALl
{ g ENTU BRI

s e e e S d_ 2L
Type “0” — Cachet — Red Type “p” — Cachet — Red
With “S” Missing in SALVAGED With “M” Missing in MAIL

& Spelling “CENTURIA”

TDAMAGEL;)Z=‘;B${9§’18£¢\‘;WATER

et i Flymg boat

sinks: 9° saved

Daily - Express Air Reporter

Racing Aspeedboats rescued four

passengers and a crew of five
from the.Imperial Airways flying
boat Centurion when it sank just
after landing on the muddy
waters of:.the -Hoogly River, near
Calcutta, yesterday. l

The 18-ton metal.boat had settled
normally .in a flurry of foam at 80|
mph, and ' was losing speed on the
river, when a gusty north-west wind
got under  its tailplane, °

Watchers ©.saw the - Centurion,
Burope bound {rom Sydney, nose for-
ward - and=then- dive beneath the
surface. :Crew and - -passengers tore
open emergency get away hatches,
and were -taken off the half-sub-
merged-200 mph plane,

Salvage:workers 'got busy at once
rescuing the malilbags,

-

Type “r” — Cachet — Color Unknown

| Baggage Label
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390612 (Nierinck 390612) — Imperial Airways — “Centurion” — Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-ADVE —
Calcutta, India (continued)
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Type “s” — Cachet — Applied by the General Post Office, New York on Mail to the USA

H.Y.1en

UNITED STARESYPOST OFFICE
pivision of Registered Mails NEW N. Y, July RO, 1939,

J

This regiatared article was salviged frowm the uir mall
romaveld {roc the mall plane “Canturian™, which crushed ut Culcutis,
British lndiz, on June 12, 1939,

Postmaster.

CK/onm

— . A wd Bl avimta & Ba e ah n S e

Type “v” — Mimeograph Explanation Prepared by the New York Post Office on Registered Mail to
the USA

This plece of mail was included in mall salvaged from the air

mail "Ex Flxing boat "Centweton" which crashed at Calcutta, on June .
12, 1939. : . ‘

ALBERT GOLDMAN

Postmaster. B |

Type “w” — Mimeograph Explanation Prepared by the New York Post Office on Normal Mail to
the USA
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390612 (Nierinck 390612) — Imperial Airways — “Centurion” — Short S.23 ‘C” Class — G-ADVE -
Calcutta, India (continued)

G. @ R.

AFLs.

>

D | OFFICIALLY SEALED IN THE ,
frr O \ RETURNED LETTER SECTION,
b \

BIGN. LONDON POSTAL REGION. |
7 - 2 J’/‘u RLS 54 + (202). 30635, 2/39. 708,
P 3P
Type “x” — Cachet — Red Type “y” — Sealing Label Affixed
“M?” in MAIL missing to Covers by London Post Office

390714 — Imperial Airways — “Calypso” — Short $.23 *C’ Class — G-AEUA — Bahrain — Great Britain-
Australia route

Captain unknown and First Officer Tommy Rose

The flight left Basra and when alighting at Bahrain, “Calypso’s” keel and afterstep were slightly damaged
on coral. There were no injuries and they were able to make a test flight later that day.

The Qantas S.23 “Cooee”, which was at Karachi, was rescheduled to pick up the mail and passengers
from Bahrain and take them on to their destinations. “Calypso” was put back into service on the 17"

No mail is known.

0 o= . k -
T > MPERIAL AIR

Short S.23 ‘C’ Class — G-AEUA — “Calypso”

TRAVEL TO EUROPE, INDIA, AUSTRALIA 0R AFRICA
P e e R T n

sk i 13 b 3and 1 ol 1 ondl § Dbt [MPERIAL AIRWAYS — THE GREATEST AIR SERVICE
Ty iy S 3 Sy LR 9
. LR samly
T g paiy S Sy 30 Sy HB A
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS — THE GREATEST AIR LINE
Faur vervises = wask s

Earspe
Twe services & week 10 Sudan and Alriss
Twe services & week 1o the East
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390809 (Nierinck 390809) — Imperial Airways — “Australia” — Short S.30 ‘C’ Class — G-AFCZ — Basra,
Iraq — Great Britain-India route

Captain G.C. Butler & First Officer J.B. Harris

Captain Butler taxied down the narrow fairway to the take off position. He mishandled the turn at the end
of the channel and ran smack into a submerged sandbank on Cold Island. It was reported, however, that
they had collided with part of the flare path during the take-off run and, having lost power, Butler
purposely ran her aground in the shallows. The crew and the ten passengers were taken off. Whilst being
towed back to the dockside for repairs, “Australia” sank and sustained serious water damage. Imperial’s
engineers at Basra managed to get her ashore, strip out the interior and rebuild the lower nose section.
The damage was so great that a locally made Jig was employed. “Australia” remained at Basra until her
repairs were completed in February 1940. None of the passengers or crew members were injured.

A heavy load of mail was onboard, but it was not damaged. No covers are known in collectors’ hands.

Short S.30 ‘C’ Class — “Australia” “Australia” After the Accident

EVERY IMPERIAL AR LINER HAS

4 ENGINES
FOR SECURITY

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

in 1937 carried over 70,000
and flew over 6,000,000 miles

Postcard Reproduction of a Poster
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390811 (Nierinck 390811) — Imperial Airways — Lockheed Model 14-WF62 Electra — G-AFGN — Saint
Sauveur, near Luxeuil, France — Great Britain-Switzerland route

Captain Ben Prowse, First Officer A.C. Whincop & Wireless Operator D.M. Stott

The aircraft was being leased by Imperial from British Airways. The flight was enroute from London to
Zurich with a stop in Basel. One of the engines had been giving trouble at 10,000 feet and the aircraft
was descending. At 3,000 feet the carburetor caught fire, and although the pilot followed the
recommended course, by opening the throttle and diving, the flames spread. The Captain put the aircraft
down in a field near Saint Sauveur, at an approximate speed of 120 mph. The undercarriage broke but the
aircraft did not turn over. Captain Prowse and First Officer Whincop, slightly burned by the flames near
the cockpit, jumped out and opened the cabin door to let the nine passengers escape. The aircraft was
burned out. The passengers continued their journey by car.

According to an item in The Times of London of 12 August, “The machine and the mails it was carrying
were destroyed”. Part of the mail was in fact salvaged in burned condition. Various cachets and labels
were applied by different destination post offices in Switzerland.

|
|
|
|

iﬂﬂf&f
10 Pac ~~ _[a
A Wyehianmic [y ~)Slse“dm‘g = 21} ’) 54 a
Flugzeugunfall BERN 201l
GROSSER PREIS DER SCHWI

T8 UND TUNG
POSTES, TELEGRAPHES | POSTE, TELEORAR

| Gl Lvad #otl

No PP 4405. TT 386. - IX. 38, C6 (114x162).

Type “a” — Cachet — Red or Violet — Applied to Ambulance Covers from Bern Post Office
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390811 (Nierinck 390811) — Imperial Airways — Lockheed Model 14-WF62 Electra — G-AFGN — Saint
Sauveur, near Luxeuil, France (continued)

‘\

<

Bein’x‘ Flugzeuquniall in Luxeui Im'
am 11, August 1939 beschadigt.

Type “b” — Cachet — Red

Type “c” — Cachet — Red

Type “e” — Cachet — Printed on Ambulance Cover From Basel Post Office




390811 (Nierinck 390811) — Imperia

| Airways — Lockheed Model 14-WF62 Electra — G-AFGN — Saint

Sauveur, near Luxeuil, France (continued)

Type “g” — Cachet — Black

Tiie beiliegende Sendung ist beim
Flugzevgunfall in Tuxeuvil am
11. August 1939 beschadigh worden.

T'envoi ci~joint & été endcmmagé
Jors de 1'accident survenu &
1'avion postal & Luxeuil, le

11 aoft 1939.

Type “h” — Cachet — Red — Applied by Geneva,
Switzerland Post Office

swwz&znmw |

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

Postcard Reproduction of a Poster
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390811 (Nierinck 390811) — Imperial Airways — Lockheed Model 14-WF62 Electra — G-AFGN — Saint
Sauveur, near Luxeuil, France (continued)

Type “k” — Cachet — Color Unknown — On French Ambulance Cover
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391108 (Nierinck 391108) — Imperial Airways — “Dardanus” — De Havilland DH-86 Diana Class — G-
ADUE — near Waichow Island — Hong Kong-Hanoi route

Captain J. N. Wilson & Mr. Raeburn

The aircraft was flying between Hong Kong and Bangkok. The aircraft was fired on and forced down by
five Japanese fighters, being hit by about 90 bullets. Captain Wilson was able to land the damaged
aircraft, and the passengers and crew were captured by the Japanese. Britain and the Dominions were not
yet at war with Japan. According to Crewe 2 «The Japanese authorities in Tokyo told the British
Embassy that the airliner was mistaken by the Japanese fighters for a Chinese aircraft, and that before her
nationality was discovered, one of the fighters had opened fire on her. .... A Reuters message states that
apologies have been offered to the Hong Kong authorities through the Japanese Consul General there. ....
It was probably about this time that the DH 86s operating the service had large Union Flags painted on
the wings and fuselage in order to reduce the chance of misidentification.” Also, future flights gave the
island of Waichow a wide berth. Although the passengers were released right away, Captain Wilson and
Mr. Raeburn were detained and interrogated on the island of Waichow. The mail and aircraft were also
detained. The British Government lodged strong protests with the Japanese Government and the crew
and mail were finally released on the 15" of November, and the mail was taken back to Hong Kong for
onward delivery.

A few covers are known to exist, and no cachets or special markings were applied. Westbound covers
from Hong Kong postmarked between 1 and 7 November were probably onboard. The mail was being
carried in the forward locker of the aircraft, and it was here that some of the bullets found a mark. On
arrival in Hong Kong the mail was reflown to Bangkok for distribution, and at Singapore the Australian
mail was picked up by Qantas and carried through to Sydney, arriving on the 5" of December. When the
mail was opened at the General Post Office in Sydney, a bundle of registered letters (approximately 40)
were found to be perforated by a machine gun bullet, which fell out onto the sorting table.

A cover with a bullet hole (as shown) was reported in Qantas Aeriana % dated Hong Kong, 12:30 p.m., 1
November 1939, and backstamped Sydney on 5 December.

This was not the first time that an Imperial Airways aircraft was fired upon by the Japanese. The Times
of London of 1 March 1938 Reported that: “The Imperial Airways liner flying with mails from Bangkok
to Hong Kong was fired on by a Japanese aeroplane south of Hong Kong yesterday. The Japanese
authorities in Tokyo have told the British Embassy that the air liner was mistaken by Japanese fighting
aircraft for a Chinese machine, and that before her nationality was discovered, one of the fighters had
opened fire on her. A Reuters message states that apologies have been offered to the Hong Kong
authorities through the Japanese Consul General there. In order to avoid similar incidents however it has
been decided to divert the Imperial Airways route between Bangkok and Hong Kong....”.

The aircraft fired on was “Daedalus” (G-ADCN), which was operating service BH 11 on the 28" of
February. The diversion referred to appears to have related to the courses flown rather than an alteration
to stopping points. It was probably about this time that the DH86s operating the service had large Union
Jack flags painted on the top of the wings and the fuselage in order to reduce the chance of
misunderstanding. However, it didn’t appear to help in the case of the November 1939 Waichow Island
incident.

De Havilland DH-86 Diana Class — “Dardanus”
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391108 (Nierinck 391108) — Imperial Airways — “Dardanus” — De Havilland DH-86 Diana Class — G-

ADUE - near Waichow Island (continued)

Attack on B'rit'ish
AirLiner Related

Pas.sengers Say Japan |
Fliers Riddled Ship
With Machine Guns

HONG KONG, Nov. 10.—(#)—Pas-
sengers of the British airliner Dar-
danus, brought, here from Canton
today by an American naval vessel,
said five Japanese planes staged a
20-minute attack at close range nn
their ship and continued to fire
machine-gun bullets into it even as
the pilots landed it.

Japanese officials said the plaue
was forced down Tuesday at Wai-
chow Island because it flew too
low over a prohibited area en route
from . Hong Kong to Hanoi, French
Indo China, ! 3

The three passengers, one of, them
O. Cuevas, Puerto Rican eglployce
of the Intercontinent Corporation
of New York, said the report the
plane was forced down was a “mas-
terpiece of understatement.”

Kenneth C., Krentz, United States
consul at Canton, protested to the
Japanese consul there. against en-
dangering the life of an American
passenger. The other passengers
were a Norwegian and a Persian,.

Japanese held the plane and its
mail sacks at Waichow and the two
British pilots at Canton. 1

The . plane’s passengers asserted
they were compelled to sign pledges
that they would not reveal details of
the Japanese base at Waichow.

BANQUE DE LINDOCHINE

Agence de Hong-Kong

ifaa &, Cundingham,

72, Campsiea Streat,

{__ THONG KONG |
i K -

Cover perforated by a Japanese machine gun bullet when the “Dardanns” was
shot down in November, 1039,

Cover With Bullet Hole, which is in the National
Library of Australia, in Canberra

i
EUROPE*AFRICA “INDIA - CHINA- AUSTRALIA

¥t

MPERIAL ATRWAYS

Postcard Reproduction of a Poster

187



391221 (Nierinck 391221) — Imperial Airways — Lockheed Model 14-WF62 Super Electra — G-AFYU -
Malta — Egypt-Malta-Great Britain route

Captain Peter C. Fair, First Officer J.W.F. Beach, Flight Engineer J.J. Broome & Radio Officer G.R.
Brentnall

The aircraft was operating a flight from Alexandria, Egypt. After making a scheduled stop at Sollum, it
left there at 8:14 a.m. for Malta. The last message received by the Malta wireless station was a routine
one at 10:20 a.m., and nothing more was heard from the flight. It had to make a forced landing on the sea
between Sollum and Malta. The aircraft floated for about twenty minutes. A nearby Maltese sailing boat
picked up three crew members and three passengers. They were later transferred to a French ship the “St.
Georges”, which arrived at Malta on December 23rd. Two crew members and three passengers were

killed.

Eisendrath *' reported that a small amount of mail for Great Britain was on board, consisting of a few
letters from the Belgian'Congo, all of which was lost.

Lockheed Model 14-WF62 Super Electra — Same Type as G-AFYU

1 ]

Egypt-Britain Plane Six Survivors of
Falls in Sea; 5 Lost Plane Crash in Sea

LONDQN, Dec. 23.—UP)—Im- R

& = y U 4 Press

perial Airways, Ltd., announced to- Hy Hac e .

day that one of its airliners crashed ~ LONDON, Dec. 23.—A Fren.ch ship
.| has landed at Malta six survivors of

into the sea with loss of all mails.
Three passengers and two members a British airliner which crashed on

of ';l}lxe X;e\\h \_verte listed as missing. ‘| a flight between Egypt and England,
e Air Ministry announced that ' ; ini

a French ship landed at Malta three : th%hﬁuﬁf}cﬁ?%ei?ggﬁggdugogg

passengers and three members of l|Sicily. The plane was carrying six

the crew of the plane, which crashed passengers and five crew members

;)n él flight between Egypt and Eng- 3| '

and. B o e ' o
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400115 — Imperial Airways — Lockheed L-14 Super Electra — G-AFMO — Heston, Great Britain — Great
Britain-India route

1 Captain Flowerday - 1* Officer unknown

The aircraft was taking off from a snow covered aerodrome in poor visibility, with a crew of three and
seven passengers. After a run of 500 yards, the aircraft bounced into the air in a semi-stalled condition.
The pilot decided that it would not be possible to clear the obstructions beyond the aerodrome boundary
and throttled down. The aircraft was severely damaged and one member of the crew was slightly injured.
The other occupants were unhurt. The accident was due to an error of judgment on the part of the pilot,
who took off in difficult conditions. No mail is known.

Extract from The Times, London
16 January 1940

News in Brief

The passengers escaped injury when a
British air liner, bound for Alexandria and
Calcutta, crashed during the take-off at
Heston yesterday. The First Officer received
a slight cut.

Lockheed Model 14-WF62 Super Electra
G-AFMO

-, 5 z ‘,\
y—— - \":’“‘\."— : e
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ST IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

Imperial Airways Poster
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400301 — Imperial Airways — “Hannibal” — Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — G-AAGX — Gulf of
Oman — Calcutta-Alexandria route

Captain N. Townsend, 1* Officer C.J. Walsh & Radio Operator A.H.H. Tidsbury

The aircraft left Karachi on the 1% of March and made a stop at Jiwani, Baluchistan. It left Jiwani at 5:30
a.m. and was due at Sharjah at 10:35 a.m. At 8:50, the wireless operator reported they were over Jask,
flying at 1,000 feet, with a ground speed of 77 mph. The last message received was at 10:10 a.m., saying
they were trying to make contact with Sharjah. It was never seen again, despite a massive air and sea
search in the Gulf of Oman. On the 4™ of March, some wreckage was found by an Imperial Airways
flying boat about two miles East of Rasel Kheimah, on the South Coast of Iran. The flight was carrying
four crew members and four passengers. The amount of mail is unknown, and no covers were recovered.

RV
MK‘%\ &,‘},j& )

Handley Page HP42 Hannibal Class — “Hannibal”

This was the last Imperial Airways crash. The British Government merged Imperial Airways and British
Airways, which became British Overseas Airways Corporation on 1 April 1940.

6\
IMPERIAL RIRWAYS

Imperial Airways Poster
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Appendix “A”
Page 1

IDENTIFICATION OF COVERS WITHOUT CLEAR POSTMARKS

It is sometimes difficult to identify covers with a specific crash, especially where the postmarks have
vanished with the missing stamps, and when the same cachets were applied to covers from different
crashes. Thus, without a clear postmark, it is impossible to definitely identify such covers.

The following eight cachet types were used by British & French post offices on covers from three
different crashes, where the aircraft were destined to Great Britain.

R s—— O

| DAMAGEB BY

SEA WATER

IN AIRPLANE
ACCIDENT

Used on covers from following crashes:
360822 — type “x” — Scipio

371001 — type “f” — Courtier

371205 — type “c” — Cygnus

390612 — type “e” — Centurion

———
%

iy

ABED B¢ SEA

Used on covers from following crashes:
360822 — type “b” — Scipio

371001 — type “e” — Courtier

371205 — type “b” — Cygnus

390612 — type “f” — Centurion

- ¢

DAMAGED BY SEA,WATER |
o PR T I =

FEN .

Used on covers from following crashes:
371001 — type “d” — Courtier
371205 — type “a” — Cygnus

390612 — type “r” — Centurion

@AMAE}'ED Yy
WATER

Used on covers from following crashes:
360822 — type “y” — Scipio

371205 — type “d” — Cygnus

DAMABED BY WATER

Used on covers from following crashes:
360822 — type “a” — Scipio

371205 — type “k” — Cygnus




Appendix “A”
Page 2

IDENTIFICATION OF COVERS WITHOUT CLEAR POSTMARKS

Used by London Post Office on covers
primarily to the USA & Canada from
following crashes:

371001 — type “m” — Courtier

371205 — type “s” — Cygnus

AGCIDENT D'AviON

Carezapondancesrecueilliesmlior

NE PAS TAXER

Used by Paris Post Office on covers to
France and other European countries
from following crashes:

360822 — type “k” — Scipio

371001 — type “i” — Courtier

390612 — type “g” — Centurion

Used by Paris Post Office on covers to
France and other European countries
from following crashes:

360822 — type “II” — Scipio

371001 — type “b” — Courtier




Appendix “B”
Page 1

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS & PREDECESSORS’ AIRCRAFT
THAT CRASHED OR WERE INTERRUPTED

(Listed alphabetically by aircraft registration)

MANUFACTURER | MODEL NAME REGISTRATION | DATE OF CRASH
NO./TYPE or INTERRUPTION
Armstrong Whitworth | Argosy II “City of G-AACI 330328
Liverpool”
Short S.8 Calcutta “City of Rome” | G-AADN 291026A
De Havilland DH61 Giant “Youth of G-AAEV 300119
Moth Britain”
Handley Page HP42 “Hannibal” G-AAGX 310808 & 400301
De Havilland DH 66 “City of Basra” | G-AAJH 300729 & 320129B
Hercules
De Havilland DH 66 “City of G-AARY 310822 & 321231
Hercules Karachi”
Short S.8 Calcutta “City of G-AASJ 310318,310704 &
Khartoum” 351231
Short S.8 Calcutta “City of G-AATZ 360324
Swanage”
previously
named “City of
Salonika”
Handley Page HP42 Hannibal | “Horsa” G-AAUC 331218, 360829&
Class 361123
Handley Page HP42 Hannibal | “Hanno” G-AAUD 350227, 351007
Class & 370906
Handley Page HP42 Hannibal | “Heracles” G-AAXC 361127
Class
Handley Page HP45 Heracles | “Horatius” G-AAXD 320509, 340101
Class & 381025
Handley Page HP45 Heracles | “Helena” G-AAXF 340309
Class
De Havilland DH 66 “City of G-ABCP 320106, 330102 &
Hercules Jodhpur” 351123
Westland Wessex No name G-ABEG 360101
Short S.17 Kent “Scipio” G-ABFA 360822
Scipio Class
Short S.17 Kent “Sylvanus” G-ABFB 351109
Scipio Class
Short S.17 Kent “Satyrus” G-ABFC 310524 & 330304
Scipio Class
Vickers 212 Vellox No name G-ABKY 360810
Avro Ten “Apollo” G-ABLU 331230




Appendix “B”
Page 2

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS & PREDECESSORS’ AIRCRAFT
THAT CRASHED OR WERE INTERRUPTED

MANUFACTURER | MODEL NAME REGISTRATION | DATE OF CRASH
NO./TYPE or INTERRUPTION
Armstrong Whitworth | AW XV “Atalanta” (this | G-ABPI (later 320927
Atalanta Class | name was “Arethusa” VT-
given to G- AEF with Indian
ABTI in Oct. Trans-Continental)
1932)
Armstrong Whitworth | AW XV “Amalthea” G-ABTG 380727
Atalanta Class
Armstrong Whitworth | AW XV “Andromeda” | G-ABTH 390601
Atalanta Class
Armstrong Whitworth | AW XV “Atalanta” G-ABTI 351103
Atalanta Class
Armstrong Whitworth | AW XV “Artemis” G-ABTJ 330610, 360210 &
Atalanta Class 370915
Armstrong Whitworth | AW XV “Athena” G-ABTK 330715,350116 &
Atalanta Class 360929
Armstrong Whitworth | AW XV “Astraea” G-ABTL 351102
Atalanta Class
Short L17 Scylla “Syrinx” G-ACJK 351010
Class
Short L17 Scylla “Scylla” G-ACJJ 340803
Class
Boulton & Paul P.71A “Boadicea” G-ACOX 360925
Boadicea Class
Boulton & Paul P.71A “Britomart” G-ACOY 351025
Boadicea Class
De Havilland DH-86 Diana “Delphinus” G-ACPL 380308
Class
De Havilland DH-86G “Jupiter” G-ACVZ 370316
De Havilland DH-86 Diana “Delia” G-ACWC 350522,370411 &
Class 390523
De Havilland DH-86 Diana “Dorado” G-ACWD 380603
Class :
De Havilland DH-86 Diana “Draco” G-ADCM 351022
Class
De Havilland DH-86 Diana “Daedalus” G-ADCN 361223 & 370405
Class
Short S.23 °C’ Class | “Canopus” G-ADHL 370623 & 381110
De Havilland DH-86 Diana “Dardanus” G-ADUE 360509 & 391108
Class
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Cavalier” G-ADUU 390121
Short S.23 C’ Class | “Cambria” G-ADUV 390308




Appendix “B”
Page 3

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS & PREDECESSORS’ AIRCRAFT
THAT CRASHED OR WERE INTERRUPTED

MANUFACTURER | MODEL NAME REGISTRATION | DATE OF CRASH
NO./TYPE or INTERRUPTION
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Castor” G-ADUW 370522
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Capella” G-ADUY 390312
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Cygnus” G-ADUZ 371205
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Capricornus” | G-ADVA 370324
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Corsair” G-ADVB 390315
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Courtier” G-ADVC 371001
Short . S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Challenger” G-ADVD 390501
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Centurion” G-ADVE 390612
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Calpurnia” G-AETW 380206 & 381127
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Ceres” G-AETX 380612 & 380724
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Calypso” G-AEUA 381231 &390714
Short S.23 ‘C’ Class | “Cordelia” G-AEUD 380123
Short S.30 ‘C’ Class | “Australia” G-AFCZ 390809
De Havilland DH91 “Falcon” G-AFDJ 390518
Lockheed Model 14- No name G-AFGN 390811
WF62 Super
Electra
Lockheed Model 14- No name G-AFMO 400115
WF62 Super
Electra
Lockheed Model 14- No name G-AFYU 391221
WF62 Super
Electra
De Havilland DH.4A No name G-EAHG 191030
De Havilland DH.4A No name G-EAJD 200822
Handley Page HP12 No name G-EALX 201005
Handley Page HP12 No name G-EAMA 190922 & 201214
Handley Page W.8 “Newcastle” G-EAPJ 211021 & 230710
later changed
to “Duchess of
York”
B.A.T. FK26 “City of G-EAPK 210818 & 220731
Newcastle”
Westland Limousine No name G-EARF 220610
De Havilland DH.18 No name G-EARI 200816
Vickers Vimy “City of G-EASI 250701 & 250823
Commercial London”
Handley Page 0/10 No name G-EATH 211109
Handley Page 0/10 No name G-EATM 211230
Handley Page 0/10 No name G-EATN 220114




Appendix “B”
Page 4

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS & PREDECESSORS’ AIRCRAFT
THAT CRASHED OR WERE INTERRUPTED

NAME

MANUFACTURER | MODEL REGISTRATION | DATE OF CRASH
NO./TYPE or INTERRUPTION
De Havilland DH.18 ’City of Paris” | G-EAUF 210513
De Havilland DH.4A No name G-EAVL 210400
De Havilland DH.18A No name G-EAWO 220407
Handley Page W.8b “Princess G-EBBG 280215
Mary”
Handley Page W.8b “Prince Henry” | G-EBBI 250303 & 260619
Vickers Type 61 “City of G-EBBL 220623 & 220812
Vulcan Antwerp”
De Havilland DH.34 No name G-EBBQ 220523 & 230827
De Havilland DH.34 “City of G-EBBR 220511, 230217
Glasgow” & 240527
De Havilland DH.34 No name G-EBBS 230914
De Havilland DH.34 No name G-EBBU 221103
De Havilland DH.34 Name unknown | Registration 230317
unknown
De Havilland DH.34 No name G-EBBX 231205 & 241224
De Havilland DH.34 No name G-EBCX 240923
Supermarine Sea Eagle No name G-EBFK 231130
Handley Page W.8f Hamilton | “City of G-EBIX 301030
Washington”
De Havilland DH 50 No name G-EBKZ 270203 & 281023
Handley Page W.9 “City of New G-EBLE 270627
York”
Armstrong Whitworth | A.W. Argosy I | No name G-EBLF 261208
Armstrong Whitworth | A.W. Argosy I | “City of G-EBLO 310328 & 310616
Birmingham”
Handley Page W.10 “City of G-EBMM 261224
Melbourne”
Handley Page W.10 “City of G-EBMR 261010
Pretoria”
Handley Page W.10 “City of G-EBMS 261021
London”
Handley Page W.10 “City of G-EBMT 260417 & 290617
Ottawa”
Handley Page W.10 Name unknown | Registration 270101
unknown
De Havilland DH 66 “City of Cairo” | G-EBMW 261209, 271229,
Hercules 301011 & 310419
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS & PREDECESSORS’ AIRCRAFT
THAT CRASHED OR WERE INTERRUPTED

MANUFACTURER | MODEL NAME REGISTRATION | DATE OF CRASH
NO./TYPE or INTERRUPTION
De Havilland DH 66 “City of Delhi” | G-EBMX 290430, 310610 &
Hercules 320129C
De Havilland DH 66 “City of G-EBMY 320129A
Hercules Baghdad”
De Havilland DH 66 “City of G-EBMZ 290906
Hercules Jeruselem”
De Havilland DH 66 “City of G-EBNA 300214
Hercules Teheran”
Armstrong Whitworth | A.W. Argosy I | “City of G-EBOZ 291201
Wellington™ in 320309
August 1931, 330213
renamed
“City of
Arundel”
Short S.8 Calcutta “City of G-EBVG 291026, 310816 &
Alexandria” 361228
Short S.8 Calcutta “City of G-EBVH 291026
Athens”
Bristol F.2B No name H1019 200217
De Havilland DHS83 Fox No name VO-ABC 350825
De Havilland DH.60G Gypsy | No name VT-ACO 330425
Moth
Armstrong Whitworth | AW XV “Arethusa” VT-AEF 340415, 340612 &
Atalanta Class (previously G- 370915
ABPI)
Armstrong Whitworth | AW XV “Aurora” VT-AEG (G- 340505
Atalanta Class ABTM before
going to Indian
Trans-Continental)
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS & PREDECESSORS PILOTS
THAT HAD FORCED LANDINGS & CRASHES

NAME INTERRUPTION/CRASH TITLE AT TIME OF
DATE INTERRUPTION/CRASH
(year, month, day as used in
Listings) — 00 means exact date
unknown
Alcock, E. S. John 390308 & 390315 Captain
Alderson, M. R. 390121 Captain
Alger, H. W. C. 310419, 311205, 320129B & Captain
“Jimmy” 370522
Amor, H. C. 290906 & 351231 Flight Engineer
Attwood, Ernest 320927, 321231, 330610 & Captain
Henry “Tich” 381127
Bager, Robert 201214 Captain
Bailey, F. J. 291026 Captain
Baker, 360829 First Officer
Barnard, Franklyn I. 260417 & 261209 Captain
Beach, J. W. F. 391221 First Officer
Beckham, G. 360210 First Officer
Birt, L. Spence 291026A Captain
Brackley, H. G. 311205 First Officer
Bradley, G. 220511 & 220812 Captain
Brailli, R. P. D. 290617 Captain
Broome, J. J. 391221 Flight Engineer
Brown, W. R. 330328 Flight Engineer
381231 Captain
Butler, G. C. 390809 Captain
Capper, N. J. 351022 Acting Captain
Cass, Ken 361223 First Officer
Chataway, H. W. 210513 & 210818 Captain
Cripps, S. T. B. 390518 Captain
Davis, Joe 370405 Captain
Dawson, V. A. 351025 Acting Captain
Digby, F. T. 390518 Captain
Dismore, S. A. Freddy | 220114 Wireless Operator (at the
time)
261021 Captain
310808 Captain
Donald, J. B. 320106 Captain
Drew, D. H. 250524 & 351109 Captain
Duke, Robin E. 220407 Captain
Dykes, A. B. 381025 Captain
Fair, Peter C. 391221 Captain
Ferguson, 350522 Captain
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NAME INTERRUPTION/CRASH TITLE AT TIME OF
DATE INTERRUPTION/CRASH
(year, month, day as used in
Listings) — 00 means exact date
unknown
Fergusson, Stanley 360810 First Officer
Miles '
Flowerday, 400115 Captain
Flynn, John Joseph 301030 Captain
“Paddy”
Gavshon, J. E. 390501 First Officer
Ginn, P. C. 351103 Captain
Gittins, John “Jack” 320129C & 331230 Captain
Griffiths, C. F. 320927 Flight Engineer
Gurney, E. M. 380612 Captain
Hall, Jack S. “Ginger” | 371001 First Officer
Harris, J. B. 390809 First Officer
Hinchcliffe, W. G. R. | 270203 Captain
“Ray”
Hollins, F. U. 371205 Acting Captain
Holmes, Cy 200816 Captain
Holmes, George B. 370316 Captain
Horsey, Herbert J. 260619, 280215 & 370906 Captain
Hussey, H. B. 390312 Captain
Johnstone, M. V. 380727 Captain
Jones, E. F. 200217 & 220610 Captain
Jones, O. P. 261208 & 320509 Captain
Keys, R. E. 220623 Captain
Kirton, J. P. 380206 Captain
Klein, Gareth E. 351123 Acting Captain
370324 First Officer
Leleu, Lionel Louis 330328 Captain
Loch, H. G. 331230 First Officer
Long, S. G. 360822 First Officer
361228 Acting Captain
Loraine, Anthony C. 360929 & 390612 Captain
Mason, F. H. 301030 Flight Engineer
Mclntosh, R. H. 190922, 211109, 220114 & Captain
270101
McNaught-Davies, 201005 Captain
Stanley Gordon
Menenger, L. W. 350227 Captain
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NAME INTERRUPTION/CRASH TITLE AT TIME OF
DATE INTERRUPTION/CRASH
(year, month, day as used in
Listings) — 00 means exact date
unknown
Messenger, L. V. 360829 Captain
“Buddy”
Minchin, F. F. 270627 Captain
Mollard, Roger P. 300729 & 310419 First Officer
310610, 310822, 340415 & Captain
371205
Morris, Harry 361223 Flight Engineer
Mountain, Ralph 371205 Second Officer
Murray, Evan A. T. 390612 First Officer
Rose, N. F. 390518 First Officer
Olley, G. P. 240923 & 281023 Captain
Orr, L. F. Hastings 360810 Acting Captain
“Laddie”
Owen,H. W. 221103 First Officer
Paterson, A. S. “Jock” | 370324 Captain
PembrokeF. T. 291026A Flight Engineer
Percy, J. T. 351007 Captain
Poole, E. 371001 Captain
Pratt, G. E. 230827 & 230914 Captain
Prowse, Ben 390811 Captain
Raeburn, Mr. 391108 Unknown
Ray, J. E. 380727 First Officer
Reid, R. C. 351103 First Officer
Richardson, Neil 390121 First Officer
Roberson, H. S. 221103 Captain
Robinson, A. L. 220523, 230914, 231205, Captain
“Scruffy” 240527 & 261010
Rogers, W. 250303 Captain
Rose, Tommy 390714 First Officer
Saunders, W. G. N. 390501 First Officer
Shakespeare, Mr. 390308 & 390315 First Officer
Sharma, P. D. 330425 Captain
Shaw, Jerry 191030 Captain
Sheppard, J. S. 291201, 320129A & 351102 Captain
Smith, Frederick D. 390501 Acting Captain

Spafford, John

360210

Captain
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NAME INTERRUPTION/CRASH TITLE AT TIME OF
DATE INTERRUPTION/CRASH
(year, month, day as used in
Listings) — 00 means exact date
unknown
Spottiswood, 381127 First Officer
Alexander Ninian
Stewart, David Arthur | 241224 Captain
Stocks, Mr. 291026 & 310524 Captain
Taylor, R. O. O. 310616 & 361223 Captain
“Root”
Thomas, A. C. 360925 Acting Captain
Townsend, N. 400301 Captain
Travers, F. Dudley 271229 Captain
Walsh, C. J. 400301 First Officer
Walters, L. A. 340101 Captain
Warner, Mr. 261010 First Officer
Waters, Mr. 250701 Captain
Wheeler, S. J. 300214 Captain
Whincop, A. C. 390811 First Officer
White, E. R. B. 310808 First Officer
Wilcockson, A. S. 211230, 230710, 351010 & Captain
360822
Wilson, Vernon G. 330304, 350116, 351231 & Captain
360929
Wilson, J. N. 391108 Captain
Wolley Dod, Charles | 230217 & 300119 Captain
F.
Woodbridge, Albert 290906 Captain
Edward
Woodhouse, H. O. 351010 First Officer
Worradel, Mr. 360929 First Officer
Youell, A. B. H. 261224 Captain

“Jimmy”
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The Wreck & Crash Mail Society

The Wreck & Crash Mail Society was formed in the latter part of 1994, and is devoted to
the collecting and study of all aspects of delayed and/or damaged mail and interrupted
mail services. Currently the Society is composed of four study groups, namely: the Air
Crash Study Group, The Railroad Wreck Study Group, the Ship Wreck Study Group, and
the Suspended Mail/Conflicts Study Group.

The Society publishes a quarterly journal "La Catastrophe", which contains articles on all
aspects of wreck and crash mail, as well as news on new cover discoveries, auction
realizations on wreck and crash mail, and questions from members who are seeking
information on their crash and wreck covers and the stories behind them.

The Wreck & Crash Mail Society normally holds an annual meeting (so far, all have been
held in London), where members display parts of their collection, meet other collectors of
wreck and crash mail, and exchange information and material with fellow members.
Two meetings have also been held in the USA.

If you have an interest in this area of postal history, the organisers believe that the Wreck
& Crash Mail Society will fulfill your interest. Annual membership dues are UK£12.50
or US$20.00, which includes a subscription to four issues of "La Catastrophe".

If payment is in UK£, send application to:

Mr. Norman Hoggarth

The Wreck & Crash Mail Society
10 Lady Jane Park

Bradgate Road

Newton Linford

Leicester, England LE6 OHD
Phone +44 1530 243452

If payment is in USS$, send application to:

Mr. Hank Berthelot

The Wreck & Crash Mail Society
132 Livingston Place West
Metairie, LA — USA 70005
Phone 001 504 831 8144

Email: hankberthelot@yahoo.com

Please provide your name, mail address, email address, and note your area(s) of philatelic
interest




Major Aerophilatelic Societies in the English Speaking World

The American Air Mail Society (AAMS) is the world’s second oldest and the largest
aerophilatelic society. Publisher of the American Air Mail Catalogue, the monthly
"Airpost Journal" and the quarterly “Jack Knight Air Log”. The AAMS holds two
meetings each year at major philatelic exhibitions in the USA, and offers many services
for the aerophilatelist. For membership details, contact the Membership Secretary, Rudy
Roy, P.O. Box 5367, Virginia Beach, VA, USA 23471-0367, Email:
RRoyperfin@aol.com

The British Aerophilatelic Federation (BAeF) is the world’s oldest aerophilatelic
society. The BAeF represents aerophilately in Great Britain and has many members in
Great Britain and many other countries. The BAeF has six Regional Groups, which
conduct regular meetings, and it publishes the quarterly journal “Air Mail News”. Many
BAeF members collect crash mail, especially Imperial Airways crash covers. For
membership details, contact the Membership Secretary, Peter Lister, 97 Albany Park
Ave., Enfield Highway, Middlesex, England EN3 5NX, Email: P.Lister@mdx.ac.uk

The Australian Air Mail Society represents aerophilately in Australia and in additional
to members in Australia, it has many members in many other countries. It publishes
quarterly, The Australian Aerophilatelist. For membership details, contact the Secretary,
Nelson Eustis, GPO Box 954, Adelaide, South Australia 5001, Australia, Email:
drowley7@chariot.net.au

The Air Mail Society of New Zealand represents aerophilately in New Zealand and in
additional to members in New Zealand, it has many members in many other countries. It
publishes the monthly Air Mail News. For membership details, contact the Membership
Secretary, Mr. Alan Tunnicliffe, Air Mail Society of New Zealand, P. O. Box 29144,
Fendalton, Christchurch, New Zealand, Email: Alant@linz.govt.nz

The Irish Airmail represents aerophilately in Ireland. Most of its members are in
Ireland, but it has members in many other countries. It publishes a Bulletin “O.E. 78”
from time to time. For membership details, contact the Secretary, Mr. David Reid, 18
Glenlucan, Killarney Road, Bray, County Wicklow, Ireland, Email: david@kmcs.ie

The Canadian Aerophilatelic Society represents aerophilately in Canada. It has many
members in Canada, as well as the USA and other countries. It publishes the quarterly
newsletter, The Canadian Aerophilatelist. For membership details, contact the Secretary,
Ron Miyanishi, 124 Gamble Ave., Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4J 2P3, Email:
squeak@interlog.com

The Aerophilatelic Society of Southern Africa represents aerophilately in Southern
Africa. Most of its members live in South Africa and surrounding countries, but it also
has members in other countries. It publishes the quarterly newsletter, The Aeroletter.
For membership details, contact Mr. Neville E. Polakow, 149 Cape Road, Port Elizabeth
6001, South Africa, Email: nepolakow@intekom.co.za
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